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Webquest on The Truly Ugly Side of the Reconstruction Time Period: The Effect of a new Organization called the Ku Klux Klan

Directions: The Previous Webquest that you completed tells a triumphant story of the Reconstruction time period, this webquest does not.  This time period is not nearly as wonderful of a picture of the Reconstruction time period.  The first research that you will do is upon the creation of the KKK and then you will go into the effects of the organization and what happened in two different areas of the South during this post-Civil War time period.  
TOPIC #1: Ku Klux Klan: its creation and the reason for its creation in the South

To answer the following questions, first, visit the site of   

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/grant/peopleevents/e_klan.html
then read through the page at:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/reconstruction/plantation/ps_dixon.html

a. When were they created?      


b. What sorts of people were members of the KKK?      


c. What happened in 1866 in Tennessee and what role did the police take?      

d. In what ways did they terrorize African Americans?      


e. How did Congress try to vanquish the KKK?      

f. What was Thomas Dixon’s view of the Ku Klux Klan and what it did for Southern whites?


     

TOPIC #2: 1866 MEMPHIS RIOT
Visit the following site and answer the questions: http://www.learner.org/channel/courses/amerhistory/resource_archive/resource.php?unitChoice=10&ThemeNum=2&resourceType=1&resourceID=10067.

a. What was the initial event the created the onset of violence against African Americans in the 1866 Memphis Riot?      


b. What is the duration of the 1866 Memphis Riot?      


c. How many African Americans were killed in the 1866 Memphis Riot?      

d. Take a look at the illustrations upon the Harper’s Ferry newspaper.  What does 
the bottom picture tell you about the aggressors within this Riot?      

TOPIC #3: NEW ORLEANS RIOT OF 1866
First, visit the site of http://chnm.gmu.edu/courses/122/carr/riottext.html.  Also, to answer the questions that follow, you will also visit the Harper’s Weekly based website at http://blackhistory.harpweek.com/7Illustrations/Reconstruction/RiotInNewOrleans.htm.
a. Why were the delegates congregating in New Orleans?      

b. How many African Americans were killed in the New Orleans Riot?      


c. What is the date on the New Orleans Riot?      


d. What did Cyrus Hamlin state about the violence that he had seen in New Orleans?      
TOPIC #4: THE 14th AMENDMENT, THE RESOLUTION
Next, open the webpage based off of an essay by Dr. William Long of Willamette University, at http://www.drbilllong.com/LegalEssays/RiotsII.html,  and answer the following questions.


a. Why does the author state that the Memphis riot occurred?      

b. What hypothesis can you come up with to determine why the population of African American rose in Memphis?      


c. Why does Dr. Long state that the riot in New Orleans occurred?      


d. What does James G. Hollandsworth remark about the New Orleans Riot?      

e. Going back to a variation of original question of the day, were Memphis and New Orleans willing to give the African Americans what they deserved following the Civil War?

     


f. What did the 14th Amendment give the American government the ability to do?


     


g. Why didn’t the government make provisions to ensure the equality of African Americans?


     

