THE CONSTITUTION

o

The Preamble deséfibas the purpoée of the gove;hrnént set
up by the Constifution. Americans expect their government

to defend justice and liberty and provide peace and safety

from foreign enemies.

The Constitution gives Congress the power to make faws.

Congress is divided into the Senate and the House of Rep-

resentatives.

Clause 1 Electors vefers fo voters, Members of the House

_ of Representatives are elected every two years. Any citizen

ahowed to vote for members of the larger house of the
state legistature can also vote for members of the House.

Clause 2 Amember of the House of R'eprese"ntatives must
be at least 25 years old, an American citizen for 7 years,
and a resident of the state he or she represents.

Clause 3 The number of representatives each state elects
is based on its population. An enumeration, or census,
must be taken every 10 years to determine population.
Today, the number of representatives in the House is fixed
at 435.

This clause contains the famous Three-Fifths Compro-
mise worked out at the Constitutional Convention. Persons
bound to service meant indentured servants. All other
persons meant slaves. All free people in a state were
counted. However, only three fiths of the slavés were
included in the population count. This three-fifths clause
became meaningless when slaves were freed:by the Thir-
teenth Amendment.

Clause 4 Execulive am‘hority means the governor of @ .

state. If a member of the House leaves office before his or
her term ends, the gavernor must call a special election to
fill the seat. :

Clause 5 The House elects a Speaker. Today; the Speaker
is usuatly chosen by the party that has a majority in the
House. Also, only the House has the power to fmpeach, ot
accuse; a federal official of wrongdoing.
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CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity,
provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our poster-
ity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United
States of America.

Article 1. Legislative Branch
Section 1. Legislative Powers; The Congress

All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con-
gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and
House of Representatives.

Section 2. House of Representatives

1. Election of Members The House of Representatives shall be
composed of members chosen every second year by the people
of the several states, and the electors in each state shall have the
qualifications requisite for clectors of the most numerous
branch of the state legislature.

2. Qualifications No person shall bea representative who shall
ot have attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been
seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not,
when elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be
chosern.

3, Apportionment Representatives end—direct—tmees—shall be
apportioned among the several states which may be included
within this Union, according to their respective numbers, which

The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after
the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and with-
in every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they
shall by law direct. The number of representatives shall not
exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have
at least one representative; : i

4, Filling Vacancies When vacancies happen in the represen-
tation from any state, the executive authority thereof shall issue
writs of election to fill such vacancies.

5. Officers; Impeachment The House of Representatives shall
choose their Speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole
power of impeachment.

it ey L




THE CONSTITUTION

 COMMENTARY

=

' The Preamble descfibes the purposé_of'the go_\iemmant set '7

up by the Cons'titution. Americans expact thelr govem_ment
to defend justice and liverty and provide.pe_ace_and safely -
from foreign enemies. o . :

The Constitution gives Gongress the power to maké laws.
Congress is divided into the Senate and the House of Rep- . -

vesentatives.

Clause 1 Electors refers 10 voters. Members of the House

* of Representatives are elected every two years. Any.citizen .

allowed to vote for members of the larger house of the
state legislature can aiso vote for members of the House.

Clause 2 A member of the House of Representatives must.
be at least 25 years old, an American citizen for 7 years,
and a resident of the state he o she represents.

Clause 3 The humber of representatives each state elects
is hased on its population. An enumeration, oF CENSUS,
must be taken every 10 years to determine poputation.
Today, the number of representatives in the House ls fixed
at 435. . i - .
This clause contains the famous Three-Fifths Compro-
emise worked out at the Gonstitutional Convention, Persons
bound to service meant indentured servants. All other
persons meant glaves. All free people in 2 state were
counted. However, only three fifths -of the slaves were
included in the population count. This three-fifths clause’
pecame meaningless when slaves wers freed by the Thit-

teenth Amendment.

Ciause 4 Execotive authority means the governor of &
state. If a member of the House leaves office before his of
hier te_rm'ends, the gover‘ndr' must call a special election o
fill the seat. . s .

Clause 5 The House elects a Speaker. Today, the Speaker
is usually chosen by the-paity that has a majority’ in the
House. Also, only the House has the power 10 impeach, or

| accuse, 8 faderal official of wrongdoing. o
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CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more

perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity,
vide for the common defense, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of Jliberty to ourselves and our poster-
ity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United

States of America.

Article I. Legislative Branch
Section 1. Legislative Powers; The Congress

All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con-
gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and

House of Representatives.

Section 2. House of Representatives

1. Election of Members The House of Representatives shall be
composed of members chosen every second year by the people
of the several states, and the electors in cach state shall have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the most nBmMErous

branch of the state legislature.

2, Qualifications No person shall be a representative who shall
ot have attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been
seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not,
when elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be

chosen.

3, Apportionment Representatives shall be
apportioned among the several states which may be included

within this Union, according to their respective numbers, wehieh
|
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excudingndiansHot +eed—hree Sfhg-alalothorpersons:
The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after
the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and with-
in every subsequent term of ten years, in stich manner as they

shall by law direct. The number of representatives shall not

exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have

at least one representative;
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4. Filling Vacancies When vacancies happen in the represen-
tation from any state, the executive authority thereof shall issue
writs of election to fill such vacancies.

5, Officers; Impeachment The House of Representatives shall
choose their Speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole

power of impeachment.
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Section 3. Senate

1. Composition; Term The Senate of the United States shall be .

composed of two senators from each state ehesenbythelegis—

" Jatre-thereeffor si
—for six years, and e .
vote. years, ach senator shall have one

i.e (;ISe;ses;lf;l)i:iioig; CI("Jilling Vacanc;es Immediately after they shall
e : nsequence of the first election, th
divided as equally as ma i e e
y be into three classes. The s f
senators of the first class shall be vacated exation o e
at the expirati
second year, of the second class at the ex]:uiratio)rclpoél tfelsl fziﬂrﬁ

year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so &

econd year; and-H-racateies

3, ificati '
ha‘(iu;ltlgcag(;nsthNo person shall be a senator who shall not
ined to the age of thirty years, and b i
citizen of the United States, a ’ when elecred] be

: , and who shall not, when el
. , ected
an inhabitant of that state for which he shall be chosen be

4. President of the Senate The Vi i

_ ice President of th i
States shall be president of the Senate, but shall hav«s:e s
unless they be equally divided, novere

5. Other Officers The Senate shall choose their other oificers

;1;;15 iill:rolta pres}ilden}‘i pro tempore, In the absence of the Vice
, or when he shall exercise i
Prosident, or when ise the office of the President

t6(.) Itr;lypeia[c.hmentl’lI‘rials The Senate shall have the sole power
all impeachments. When sitting for th

shall be on oath or affirmati B e probose (o7
| ation. When the Presid

United States is tried, th i i e o e

, the Chief Tustice shall ide;

person shall be convicted with et of e
! out th y

thirds of the members present. © coneurrence of fvo

7 P, .
Al ﬁel;.lz(i)ltt}; :;tl;n(glo?uvlt;tmnhmdgment in cases of impeachment
. rther than to removal from office i
. . , and dis-
qilsgﬁcanon to hold. and enjoy any office of honor trus'f1 1;
};w; f-lnider the .Umted States: but the party convi::ted shall
ne rtheless bEE liable and subject to indictment, trial, jud
ent, and punishment, according to law. , I

Section 4. Flections and Meetings

1. Electi i
ho]dli;cgtlg: t(')f C(;ngress The times, places, and manner of
: ctions for senators and repre i
serng elections for : presentatives, shall be pre-
y the legislature thereof; b
< : ; but the Congress
o t}(; ﬁl any time by law make or alter such regulations exgce t
e places of choosing senators, , ’

2.8essions Th

G'lause 1 Each state has two senators. Senators serve for
six-year terms, The Seventeenth Amendment changed the
way senators were elected.

Giausg 2 Every two years, one third of the senators run for
reetaction. Thus, the mékeup of the Senate is never totall

changed by any one election. The Seventeenth Amendmen";
changed the way of filling vacancies, or empty seats

Taday, the governor of a state must choose a senator to filll
a vacancy that occurs hetween elections.

Clause 3 A senator must be at least 30 years old, an Amer-

ican citizen for O years, and a resident of th
i e state he or she

_l:lause 4 The Vice President presides over Senate meet-
ings, but he or she can vote only to break a fie. '

Cliause 5 Pro ‘ tempore means temporary. The Senate
chooses one of its members to serve as president pro fem-
pore when the Vice President is absent.

Clause 6 The Senate acts as a jury if the House impeach-
esa federal official. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
presides if the President is on trial. Two thirds of all sena-
tors present must -vete for- conviction, or finding the
accusgd guilty. No President has ever been convicted. The
- House impeached President Andrew Johnson in 1865 but
th'e Senate acquitted him of the charges. In 1974 Prési!dent
Richar_d Nixon resigned before he could be impe,ached.

Clause 7 If an official is found-quilty by the Senate, he o
she can be removed from office and barred from h]olclin
federal office:in the future, These are the only punishmentg
th.e Senate can impose. Ho_we\ier, the convicted official can
_st_|I| be_tried in a eriminal court.

Clause 1 Each state [egislature can decide when and how
congressional elections take place, bist Congress can over-
rule these decisions. In 1842, Congress required each-sta'te.
to set up congressional districts with one represetitative
elected from each district, In 1872; Congress decided that
congressional efections must be held in every state on the
same date in even-numbered years. :

Clause 2 Congress must meet at |

: : east once a year. Th
Twentieth Amendment moved the opening ciateyof Ccmii
gress to January 3. . -
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Section 5. Legislative Proceedings

1. Organization Each house shall be the judge of the elections,
returns, and qualifications of its own members, and a majority
of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized
to compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner,
and under such penalfies, as each house may provide,

Clause 1 Each house decides whethar a member has the - .
qualifications for office set by the Constitution. A guorum
is the smallest number of members who must be present
for business to be conducted. Each house can set its own
rules about ahsent members.

2. Rules Each house may determine the rules of its proceed-
ings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the
concurrence of two thirds, expel a member.

Clause 2 Each house can make rules for the conduct of
members. It can only expet a member by a fwo-thirds vote.

3. Record Fach house shall keep a journal of its proceedings,
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such paris
as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays
of the members of either house on any question shall, at the
desire of one fifth of those present, be entered on the journal.

Clause 3 Fach house keeps a record of its meetings. The
Congrassional Record is published every day with excerpts
from speeches made in each house. it also records the
votes of each member.

4. Adjournment Neither house, during the session of Con-
gress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more
than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the .
two houses shall be sitting. 7

Clause 4 Neither house can adjourn, or stop meéting, for
more than three days unless the other house approves.
Both houses of Congress must meet in the same city.

Section 6. Compensation, Immunities,
and Disabilities of Members

1. Salaries; Immunities 'The senators and representatives shall \
receive a compensation for their services, to be ascertained by 1!
law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They “
shall in all cases, except treasom, felony, and breach of the
peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the
session of their respective houses, and in going to and return-
ing from the same; and for any speech or debate in either
house, they shall not be questioned in any other place.

Clause 1 Compensation means salary. Congress decides
the salary for its members. While Cengress is in session, a
mesnber is free from arrest in civil cases and cannot be
sued for anything he or she says on the floor of Congress.
This ailows for freedom of debate. However,a member can
be arrested for a criminal offense.

THE CONSTITUTION

2. Restrictions on Other Employment No senator or repre-
sentative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be
appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United
States, which shall have been created, or the emoluments
whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no
person holding any office under the United States shall be a
member of either house during his continuance in office.

Clause 2 Emolument also means salary. A member of -
Congress cannot hold another federal office during his or
her term. A former member of Congress cannot hold an
office created while he or she was in Congress. An official .
in another branch of goverament cannot serve at the
same time in Congress. This sirengthens the separation of
POWeLS.

Section 7. Revenue Bills, President’s Veto

1. Revenue Bills All bills for raising revenue shall originate in
the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose of
concur with amendments as on other bills.

Clause 1 Revenue is money raised by the government
through taxes. Tax bills must be introduced in the House.
The Senate, however, can make changes in tax bills. This
clause protects the principle that peopie can he taxed only
with their consent.

2. How a Bill Becomes Law; the Veto Every bill which shall
have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate shall,
before it become a law, be presented to the President of the
United States; if he approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he shall
return it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have
originated, who shall enter the objections at large on thejr jour-
nal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration
+wo thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be

Clause 2 A hill, or proposed law, that is passed by a
majority of the House and Senate is sent to the President.
If the President signs the bill, it bacomes law.

A bill can aiso become law without the President's sig-
nature, The President can refuse to act on a bili. If Congress
is in session at the time, the bill becomes law 10 days after
the: Prasident receives it.
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Clause 1 Each house decides whether a member has the
qualifications for office set by the Constitution. A guortin
is the smallest number of members who must be present
for business fo be conducted. Each house can set its own

rules about absent members.

Clause 2 Each house can r_nake rutes for the conduct of
members. It can only expela member by a two-thirds vote.

Clause 3 Each house keeps @ vecord of its meetings. The
Gongressional Record is published every day with excerpts
from spesches made in each house. It also records the
yotas of each member.

Clause 4 Neither house can adjourn, or stop meeting, for
more than three days uhless the other house approves.
Both houses of Congress must meet in the same city.

Clause 1 Compensation means galary. Congress decides
the salary for its members. \While Congress I8 in session, 2
member s free from arrest in civil cases and cannot be
sued for anything he or she 5ays on {he floor of Congress.
This allows for freedom of dehate. However, a member can
be arrested for a criminal offense.

Clause 2 Emolument also means salary. A member of
Congress cannot hotd another federal office during his o
her term. A former member of Congress cannot hold an
office created while he or she was if Congress. An official .
in another branch of goverament cannot serve at the

same time in Congress. This strengthens the separation of .

POWETS.

Clause 1 Revenueg is money raised by the government
through taxes. Tax bills must be introduced in the House.
The Senate, however, can make chianges In tax bills. This
~ clause protects the principle that people can be taxed only

with their consent.

Clause 2 A biff, or proposed ‘law, that is passed by a
majority of the House and Senate is sent to the President,
I the President signs the bit, it becomes law, '

A bill can also become law without the President’s sig-
nature. The President can refuse to act on a bill. If Congress
is in session at the time, the bill pecomes law 10 days after
the President recefves it. .
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Section 5. Legislative Proceedings

1. Organization Each house shall be the judge of the elections,
returns, and qualifications of its own members, and a majority
of cach shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized
to compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner,
and under such penalties, as each house may provide.

3. Rules Each house may determine the rules of its proceed-
ings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the
concurrence of two thirds, expel a member.

3, Record Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings,
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts
as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays
of the members of either house on any question shall, at the
desire of one fifth of those present, be entered on the journal.

4. Adjournment Neither house, during the session of Con-
gress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more
than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the

two houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. Compensation, Immunities,
and Disabilities of Members

1. Salaries; Immunities The senators and representatives shall
ceceive a compensation for their services, to be ascertained by
law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They
shall in all cases, except treasom, felony, and breach of the
peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the
session of their respective houses, and in going to and return-
ing from the same; and for any speech or debate in either
house, they shall not be questioned in any other place.

2. Restrictions on Other Employment No senator or repre-
sentative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be
appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United
States, which shall have been created, or the emoluments
whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no
person holding any office under the United States shall be a
member of either house during his continuance in office.

Section 7. Revenue Bills, President’s Veto

1. Revenue Bills All bills for raising revenue shall originate in
the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or
concur with amendments as on other bills.

2. How a Bill Becomes Law; the Veto Bvery bill which shall
have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate shall,
before it become a law, be presented to the President of the
United States; if he approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he shatl
retarn it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have
originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their jout-
nal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration
two thirds of that house shall agree o pass the bill, it shall be
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sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which
;tfsilhalillzkewise be reconsidered, and if approved by ;wz thj;(;ls
at house, it shall become a law. But i
votes of both houses shall be determmegtbl;lyigssa}ll;g ;:sta"—rl;lg
the names of the persons voting for and against the bill 5)1(1;11 b
entered on the journal of each house respectively, If an b'lei.
shall not be returned by the President within ten da}./s (Sugd 1
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the saaYS
shall be a faw, in Hke manner as if he had signed it, ’unless g:

g
J i) §
COI] ICSS by tllen ad ournment pIeve tlt IetUI 13, I W’llcll case

3. Resoluti_ons Passed by Congress Every order, resolution, o
vote to ‘:Vh[ch the concurrence of the Senate and ,House of R,e :
resentatives may be necessary (except on a question of ad'ourE—
ment) shall be presented to the President of the United ]St t .
and b.efore. the same shall take effect, shall be approved by }?i::
or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two th?;'ds o%
the Stengte and House of Representatives, according to the rul
and limitations prescribed in the case of a bilk. °

Section 8. Powers of Congress

The Congress shall have power

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to

the debts and provide for the common defense and J enl:J 3317
welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts andgex oo

shall be uniform throughout the United States; -

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

3. ’}“o regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the
several states, and with the Indian tribes;

" . Y
To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform

laws on the i .
Stotes; subject of bankruptcies throughout the United

5. To coi
Cojﬂo coclin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign
» and fix the standard of weights and measures;

6. 'To provi i
o o provide for t}-le punishment of counterfeiting the securi-
and current coin of the United States;

7. To establish post offices and post roads;

8. To br .

ing foli-l ti)_mc.)te th.e progress of science and useful arts by secur-

tight 0 tlﬁn}ted times to a.uthors and inventors the exclusive
eir respective writings and discoveries;

com M"E'NTA RY

The President can veto, or reject, a bill by sending it

pack to the house where it was introduced. Or if the Pres-
ident refuses to act on a bill and Congress adjourns within
10 days, then the bilk dies. This way of killing a bill without
taking action is called the pockef veio.
Congress can override the President's veto if each
:g;;eseTgf Cﬂlngress passes the bill again by a fwo-thirds
. This clause is an im
O T portant part of the system of

Clause 3 Congress can pass resolutions or orders that
have the same force as laws. Any such resolution or order
mt_:st be signed by the President (except on questions of
adjournment). Thus, this clause prevents Cong'ress from

clau.se 1 Duties are tariffs. lmposts are taxes in general
Excises are taxes on the production or sale of cel‘rain.
goods. Congress has the power o tax and spend tax
money, Taxes must be the same in all parts of the country.

-Glause 2 Congress can borrow money for the United
States. The government often horrows money by sefling
bqnds, or certificates that promise to pay the holder a cer-
fain sum of money on a certain date,

clau‘se 3 Only Congress has the power 1o regulate foreign
and tmterstate trade, or trade between states. Disagree-
ments over interstate trade were a maj i

: jor problem
Articles of Confederation. ’ e

C.Iause 4 Naturalization is the process whereby a for-
elgper becnmes a citizen. Bankruptey is the condition in
which a person or business cannot pay-its debts. Congress
has the power fo pass laws on these two issues. The laws
must he the same in all parts of the country.

plause 5 Congress has the power to ¢coin money and set
its value, Congress has set up the National Bureaut of Stan-
dards to regulate weights and measures.

Clause 6 Counferfeiting is the making of imitation money.

Clause 7 Congress has the
) power to set up and
delivery of mail. p and control the

Ciause..- 8 Congress may pass copyright and patent laws. A
copyrighit protects an author. A patent makes an inventor
the sole owner of hig or her work for a limited time.
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Clause-9 Congress has the'-_pbwer_'t_o set up 'i'n_fe.l_'._;'or,' or- 9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;

" tower, federal courts under the Supreme Court.. - * -~

Glause 10 Congréss can punish piracy, or the robibing of 10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on
ol e e the high seas and offenses against the law of nations;

- ghips at'sea. . -

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and

" Clause 11 'Qniy__(;on'g'r'es's' can declare war. Déclarations of
make rules concerning captures on land and water;

war are granted at the request of thie President. Letters of
- marque and reprisal were. documents. issued by 4 gov-

" efnment allowing -merchant ships to am themselves and
.. aftack ships of ary énemy nation, They areno Ionger issued.
12, To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money

- Ciauses 12, 13,14 These cléuseé'plﬁée _{hé_.army'an'd_ navy
<o that use shall be for a Jonger term than two years;

 under the control of Congress. Gongress. decides on- the

* size of the armed forces and the amount of money o

“spend ori the army. and nawy. lt-also has e power to write
rillesgoverning the armied forces . . S

13, To provide and maintain a navy;

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the
and and naval forces; :

15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws

Glauses 15, 16 The miliia s a.boty of cltzen soldiers.
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions;

. .Cong_res_s_q-ah galf up the militia to put dawn renellions or -
. fight foreign invaders. Each state fas its own militia, today.

16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be
employed in the service of the United States, reserving to the
states, respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the
authority of training the militia according to the discipline pre-
scribed by Congress;

* called the National Guard. Normaly, the miltia is under the
_ command of a state’s guverno_r._Ho\'n.r_ever,'it can be placed.
ynder the command of fhe President.”. . - "

17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever,
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by
cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress,
become the seat of the government of the United States, and
to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the con-
sent of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be,
for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and
other needful buildings; —and

' Clause 17:Congress controls the district around the
 national capital. in 1790, Congress made Washington, D.C.,.
the nation’s capital. In 1973 it gave residents of the District
the right to efect local officials. SRR
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18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other
powers vested by this Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or officer thereof.

Clause 18 Clauses 117 fistthe powers delegated-to Con-
gress. The writers of the Constiution added Clause 18 50
that Gongress could deal with the changing needs of the
nation. It gives Congress the power {0 fhake laws as need-
ed to carry out the first 17 clauses. Clause 18is sometimes -
called the elasfic clause hecause. it lets Congress stretch
the meaning of its-power. - R

Section 9. Powers Denied to Congress
1. The Slave Trade i ; :
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gerts-SRa HeT e ProTmonea =T (oRgFess PHOF OO

Clause 1 Such persons means siaves. This clause result-.
ed from a compromise between the supporters-and the
" opponents of the stave trade. in 1808, as soon a8 Congress
was permitied to abofish the Siave trade; it did 0. The $10-
import tax was never imposed: .

Lt b dead and aiche-but-a-ta = diatrasna
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2. Writ of Habeas Corpus The privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion
or invasion the public safety may require it.

Clause 2 A wiit of habeas corpuis s & court order Tequiring
government officials to bring a prisoner {0 court and explain
why he or she is being held. A writ of habeas corpuis protects
people from uniawful fmprisohment, The;gdﬂe_mment can-
ot suspend s right except in times of rebeflion or invasion.

3. Bills of Attainder; Ex Post Facto Laws No bill of attainder

Clause 3 A bill of attainderis a taw deciaririg that a person
or ex post facio taw shall be passed.

s quilty of a particular crime. An-ex post facto faw punishes .
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 Clause 9 Congress fias the power to set.up. inferior, or
* lower, federal courts under the Supreme Court. = © "2
“Glause 10 Gongress canpuish piracy, or the robbing of
* Clause 1-0rly Gongress Gan deciare war, Deckrafions of
war are granted at the request of the President. Latters o
- marqué and. réprisal were documents issued by a gov+ -
- emment allowing merchant ships fo"arm themselves.and .
- attack ships of an enemy nation. They are no longer issued
8 Ci_auséé 12,13,14 These claises place the army and navy
N under‘._th&‘cdntroi of _Congre_ss_. Congress decides ‘on'the,
size of the ‘amed: forces and the: amousit -of money: o
.~ gpend on the army and navy. lt-aiso has the power towiite:-

fufes governing the armed forges. " ©

. Clauses 15, 16 The militia is 2 body of citizen soldiers.
~~ . Congress can call up the militia to-put dovin rebeflioris or-
- fight foreign invaders. Each state has its own miitia, today.
" Galle the National Guard. Normally, the mifia is under the
- commaiid of a state’s governor. Howevar, ft can be placed
*under the command of the President. =~ L

" national capital; In 1790, Congress made Washington, D.C.,

the right to-elect focal officials;

" Clause 18 Clauses 1=17 Yistthe powers delegated to Con:
gress. The wiriters of the Constitution added Clause. 18 50
that. Congress could deat with the shanging figeds of-the -
nation. It gives Congress the power to make faws as rieed:

g0 cafry out e first 17 clauses. Claise 18 I8 sommetimes
-called the elastic clause becausé it lets Congress.stretch
the meaning of lfs pOWer. - <

" Clause 1 Sirch persons means siaves. This clatise resuit-
" ed from'a compromise between the stipporters and the

-~ opponents of the slave trade. In 1808, as-s0on as Cofigress’
was permitted to abolish the stave trade, it did so. The $10

- Import tax-was never imposed: - .

.  Glause 2 A writ of héﬁea_s corpusls a'df)uri'ord:er requiring
government officials to bring a priscner 10 court:and explain

" why he or shie Is being held, A writ of habgas COrpuS protects. -

peoplé fror unlawfill imprisonment. The government can-
ot stispend this right except in times of rebatlion or invasion.

. Clause3 Abill of a_tta”inde.r'isfa'law dééiéfing_tﬂat.a;ﬁgisun -
is guity of a particular crime. An-ex post facto faw punishes:
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Clause 17 Gongress controls - the ‘district. around the -

the nation's capital. In 1973, 1t gave residents of tfie District -

c_oné-n'runou

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;

10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on
the high seas and offenses against the law of nations;

11. ‘To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and
make rules concerning captures on land and water;

12. To raise and support armies, but no appropriation ol money
1o that use shall be for a longer term than two years;

13. To provide and maintain a navy;

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the
land and naval forces; .

15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions;

16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be
employed in the service of the United States, reserving to the
states, respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the
authority of training the militia according to the discipline pre-
scribed by Congress;

17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever,
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by
cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress,
become the seat of the government of the United States, and
to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the con-
sent of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be,
for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and
other needful buildings; —and

18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other

powers vested by this Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or officer thereof.

Section 9. Powers Denied to Congress

1. The Slave Trade Wmﬁw
gons-aeany—oi-thestatesPow—exist hal-thinleproper—te
s—paw—cistingshel-thinlcproper—e

2 Writ of Habeas Corpus The privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion
or invasion the public safety may require it.

3, Bills of Attainder; Ex Post Facto Laws No bill of attainder
or ex post facto law shall be passed.

CONSTITUTION

4._ Apportionment of Direct Taxes No capitation, et—ether
direet; tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census or
enumeration herein before directed to be taken.

5. Taxes on Exports No tax or duty shall be laid on articles
exported from any state.

6. Special Preference for Trade No preference shall be given
by any regulation of comimerce or revenue to the ports of one
state over those of another; nor shall vessels bound to, or from
one state, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. ,

7. Spending No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but
in consequence of appropriations made by law; and a regular
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all
public money shall be published from time to time.

8. Titles of Nobility No title of nobility shall be granted by the '
United States; and no person holding any office of profit or :

trust under them, shall, without the consent of the Congress,
accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind
whatever, from any king, prince or foreign state.

Section 10. Powers Denied to the States

1. Unconditional Prohibitions No state shall enter into any
treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant letters of marque and
reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but

gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill ;
of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation

of contracts, or grant any title of nobility.

2. Powers Conditionally Denied No state shall, without the

consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports
or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for exe-
cuting its inspection laws; and the net produce of all duties and
imposts, laid by any state on imports or exports, shall be for the
use of t[he Treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall
be subject to the revision and control of the Congress.

3. Other Denied Powers No state shall, without the consent of
Congt'ess, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of war in
time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with anoth-
er state, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless actual-
ly invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay.

Ari_”icle I1. Executive Branch
Section 1, President and Vice President

11n Cl;i.ef Executive; Term The executive power shall be vested
a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his

COMMENTARY -

an act which was not illegat when it was -commilted. Con-
gress cannot pass a hill of attainder or ex post facto laws. -

Clause 4 A capitation fax is 4 tax placed directly on each

nerson. Direct taxes are taxes on people or on land. They -

can be passed only if they are divided -ameng the states
according to. ‘population. The Sixteenth Amendment
allowed Congress to tax income without regard to the pop-
ulation of the states. T B

Clause 5 This clause forbids :Congress to tax expoﬁs. in
1787, southarners insisted on this clause because. their
economy depended on exports. o

Clause 6 Congress cannot make laws that favor one state
over another.in trad_e and commerce. Also, states cannet
place tariffs on interstate frade. - '

Clause 7 The federal government cannot spend money
unless Congress appropriates it, or hasses a law allowing
JIt. This, clause gives Congress an important check on the
President by controlling the money he or she can spend.
The government must publish a statement showing how it
spends public funds. ' : :

Clause 8 The government cannot award fitles of nobility,
such as Duke or Duchess. American citizens cannot accept
titles of nobility from foreign govemmentsﬁuithout the con-
sent of Congress. ' R

Clause 1 The writers of the Constitution did not want the
states to act like separate nations. So they prohibited
states from making treaties or coining money. Some pow-
ers denied to the federat_ government are also denied to the
states. For example, states cannot pass ax post facto laws.

Clauses 2, 3 Powers listed here are forifidden to the
states, but Congress can lift these prohibitions by passing
taws that give these powers to the states. :

Clause 2 forhids states from taxing imporis and exporis
without the consent of Congress. States may charge
inspection fees on goods entering the states. Any profit
from these fges must be turned over to the United States
Treasiiry. ' :

Clause 3 forbids-states from keeping an army or navy
without the consent of Congress. States cannot make

_treaties or declare war unless an enemy invades or is about
to invade.

Clause 1 The President is responsible for executing, or
carrying out, laws passed by Congress.
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o .:Clauses 2 3 Some wnters of the Constltutlon were atrald
e allow e people o elect the President directly. There-
- fore, the Constitutional Convention set up the eléctoral col-
© lege, Clause 2. dlrects each state fo choose electors, ordel-
-egates o the electoral col!ege 1o vote for ?reSIdent A

senators and representetwes Each state may decida fiow
- to choose- its electors. Members of Congress and federal
.+ ‘officeholders may not serve as electors. This much.of the

o orlgmal elgctoral. college system is still in. effect. - -
: Ctause 3 called upon each electcr to vote for two can~

- become Vlce Presu:tent 't no cancfldate wona rnajonty, the -
House - would choose - the Presndent The Senate - would
L choose the Vlce Presment '

nal electoral college system “Thomas Jefferson was the :
S .Repubilcan candidate_ for Presment and- Agron Burr was *
~ tha Republican candidate for Vice President. Inthe glectoral _
- college, the wvote ended In a: Aie. The election- was fmatly
. decided in: the House, where Jetterson Was chosen Prasi-
dent. The Twalfth Amendment changed the slectoral col
lege system so that this coutd not happen again. -

THE CONSTITUTION

Clause 4 Under a law passed in 1792, electors are chosen

: " on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November

N " - every four years, Electors from each state meet to vote i in
" December.- :

Today, votersin each state choose slates or groups, of

_ glectors who-are pledged toa candldate for President. The

_  candidate for President who wing the-popular vote in each

state wing that state’s electoral vote '

~ States from: birth, at least 35 years old, and 2 resident of
the country 1 for 14 years. The first-seven Presidents of the
United States were botn under British rule, but they werg:
_ 'allowed 1o .hold office hecause they were eltlzens at the
~ time the- Constltutlon was adopted, :

Clause 6 The powers ‘of the President pass 1o the Vice
President if the Preswient |saves office or cannot dischaige -
his or her duties. The warding of this cla_use caused confu-
sion the fiest time a President died in office. When President
William Henrry Harrison died, it was uncertain whether Vice
President John Tyler should remain Vice President and act
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office during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows:

2. Electoral College Each state shall appoint, in such manner
as the legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors,
equal to the whole number of senators and representatives to
which the state may be entitled in the Congress: but no senator
or representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit
under the United States, shall be appointed an elector.

3, Eormer Electoral Method The-electors-shal-mectin-theis

4, Time of Elections The Congress may determine the time of ;
choosing the electors, and the day on which they shall give their b
votes; which day shall be the same throughout the United :
States. !

5. Qualifications for President No person except a natural-

born c1t1zen,
~shall be eligible to the office of

President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office who
shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been
fourteen years a resident within the United States.

6 Presidential Successmn I-n-ea-se-e-f-the-reﬂeevel-ef-ﬂee-P-Pes—

d-ygeknmge—she-pewefs-&nd-éaﬂee—ef—ﬂee-eaid-efﬁeeﬁhe-sﬂme
shell-devolve-or-theGeePresident; and the Congress may by
law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation or
inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring
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. decided in fhie House, w
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5 Glauses 2, 3 Some writafs of the Consttution were afraid
" 4o allow -the péople to_elect the President directly. There-
""__ fore, the Constitutional Convention set up the electoral col-

" {ege. Clause 2 directs each state to chpose efeciors; or del-
" egates o the electoral college, to vote for President. A

" gqate's electoral vote is équal to tie combined. humber.of

- spnators 'and;mpres_entati'\res,'Eac_h_siate" may decite how

7 g chiiose Tts electors. Members of Congress and-federal
" officetiolders.may not serve as electors. This much. of the

E ofiginal electoral collega system IS st in effect. -~

- clgse 3 called upon each: elector fo vote for two an-

" didates, Tho candidate who received a majorlty of the plec-

foral votes would become President. The runner-up would
. pecorie Vice President: If rio candidate won a majority, _t_he_.
" House- would: choose the President, The Senate would
" chovse the Vice President. . - :

""" The election of 1800 showed a problem with the origi-

5 il electoral college sy'stem.-Thﬁmaé Jefferson. was e

- - Republican candidate for P_r:esid'eht, and Aa_r_t@n:Bu_rr was
"fhe Republican candidate for Vice President.n the electoral

" coliege, the vate ended. i a tie. The election wa__s:_ﬁ_n@_l!}r
: the House, where Jeffrson was chosen Presi-
" gont. The Twlfth Amendment changed the electoral Cal-

lege system-so that .tnis'coum*r_mtfhappen aga_m;_;

" Clause 4. Under a law passed 'm__'1792,:_electurs_are_chosen
o the Tuesday following the first Monday of November.
 eiery four years. Elgctors from each state meet 1o vote In
CDecember. .
" Today; voters in gach state choose sfates, or groups of
" lsctars who-are pledged to a candidate for President. The
" andidate for Président who wins the-paputar vote in each
" gtate wins that state’s electoral vote.. .~

i Clause 5 The President must bé a citizen of the United -

e States from birth, at least 35 years old, and a resident of

1 Country for 14 years The.first sever Presidents of the

" United States:were boin under British rile; but they were
allowsil to hold office because they were citzens at the

" time the Consfitution was adopted. -~ T
- Clause 6 Trie powers of the President pass o the Vice
" President If the President leaves office or cannot discharge
his or hef duties: The wording 6f this clause caused contu
" gion the firsttime a President died in office. When President

William Heney Harrison died; it was uncertain whiether Vice

L President John Tyler should vemainyVice President and act
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office during the term of four years, and, together with the.Vlce
President, chosen for the same term, be elecied as follows:

2. Electoral College Each state shall appoint, in such manner

as the legislature thereof may direct, a number of eisl:ctorts;
equal to the whole number of senators and representa 1vest r
which the state may be entitled in the Congress: but no sena oﬁ t
or representative, or person holding an office of trust or pro
under the United States, shall be appointed an elector.

3. Former Electoral Method :Fheeleeteﬁ-sl:kﬂﬂ-ﬁeet—?—%*ej
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4. Time of Elections The Congress may _ :
choosing the electors, and the day on which they shall give ﬂ:l&l(’;
votes; which day shall be the same throughout the Unite

States.

5. Qualifications for President No person except a natural-

ot ion—shall be eligible to the office of

President; neither shall any person be e!igible to that ofﬁrﬁe gvho
shall not have attained to the age of thn.*ty-ﬁve years, and been
fourteen years a resident within the United States.
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iiabﬁity, both of the President and Vice President, declaring
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what officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall

act accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a President
shall be elected.

7. Salary The President shall, at stated times, receive for his
services, a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor
diminished during the period for which he shall have been
elected, and he shall not receive within that period any other
emolument from the United States, or any of them.

8. Oath of Office Before he enter on the execution of his office,
he shall take the following eath or affirmation:—*I do solemn-
ly swear {or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of the
President of the United States, and will to the best of my abili-

ty, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States.”

Section 2. Powers of the President

1. Military Powers The President shall be commander in chief
of the army and navy of the United States, and of the militia of
the several states, when called into the actual service of the
United States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the
principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon
any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, and
he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offens-
es against the United States, except in cases of impeachment,

2, Treaties; Appointments He shall have power, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, provid-
ed two thirds of the senators present concur; and he shall nom-
inate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls,
judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the Unit-
ed States, whose appointnients are not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, and which shall be established by law: but the Con-
gress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers,
as they think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of
law, or in the heads of departments.

3. Temporary Appointments The President shall have power
to fill up all vacancies that may happen during the recess of the

Senate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the end
of their next session.

Section 3. Duties of the President

He shall from time to time give to the Congress information of
the state of the Union, and recommend to their consideration
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he
may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, or
either of them, and in case of disagreement between them, with
respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to
such time as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors
and other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be

faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the
United States,

COMMENTARY

as President or whether he should be sworn in as Presi-
dent. Tyler persuadad a federal judge to swear him in. S0
he- set the precedent that the Vice President assumes the
office of President when it becomes vacant. The Twenty-
fifth Amendment replaced this clause.

Clause 7 The President is paid a salary. It cannot be raised
or lowered during his or her term of office. The President is
not aflowed to hold any other federal or state position while
in office. Today, the President’s salary is $200,000 a year.

Clause 8 Before taking office, the President must promise
to protect and defend the Constitution. Usually, the Chief
Justice of the United States administers the cath of office
1o the President.

Cfause 1 The President is head of the armed forces and
the state militias when they are called into national service.
So the military is under civilian, or nonmilitary, confrol.

The President can get advice from the heads of execu-
tive departments. In most cases, the President has the
power to grant a reprieve or pardon. A reprieve suspends
punishment ordered by law. A pardon prevents prosecu-
tion for a crime or overrides the judgment of a court.

Clause 2 The President has the power fo make treaties
with other nations. Under the system of checks and hal-
ances, all treafies must be approved by two thirds of the

- Senate. Today, the President also makes agreements with

foreign governments. These executive agreements do not
need Senate approval.

The President has the power to appeint ambassadors
to foreign countries and to appoint other high officials. The
Senate must eonfirm, or approve, these appointments.

Clause 3 If the Senate is in recess, or not meeting, the
President may fill vacant government posts by making
temporary appointments. )

The President must give Congress a report on the condition
of the nation every year. This report is now called the State
of the Union Address. Since 1913, the President has given
this speech in person each January. ’

The President can call a special session of Gongress
and can adjourn Congress if necessary. The President hag
the power fo receive, or recognize, foreign ambassadors,

The President must carry out the laws. Today, many
government agencies oversee the execution of laws.

NOILALILSNOD aHL




THE CONSTITUTION

. COMMENTARY

k. :

- Civil-officers Include federal judges and members of the
Cabinet, High crimes afe. major crimes. Misdemeanors-
" are lgsser crimes. The President; Vice President, and others
 gan be forced out of office if impeached and-found guilty of
 cartaii crimes. Andrew: Johnson and Bill Clinton are the
" only two Prasidents fo have heen impeached:

Judicial power means the right of the courts to decide legal
cases. The Constitution creates the Supreme Court but lets. -
- Corigress decide on the'size of he Supreme Gourt. Corigress
" has the poviier 1o $et up infericr, ar lower, courts. The Judi-

 ciary Act of 1789 set.up'a system-of district and clrcuit -
courts, or courts-of appeal. ‘Al federal judges serve for life:

 Clause 1-Jurisdiction refers to ihe right of a cort 10 hear
a case. Federal courts have furisdiction over-cases that.
*involve the Consfitution,  federal Taws, {reaftes, - foreign -

ambagsadors and diplomats; naval and maritime laws, dis-
agreements between states or between citizens from dif-.

: ferent states; and displites between a state or citizen and,
“a foreign state or citizen. SR

“In Marbury v Madison, the Supremé'court e'stablish:ed”
the right to judge whether a faw is. constitutional. .

 Clause 2 Original 'juﬁ_sdicﬁqﬁ means ‘the power of a
court 0 hear a-case where it first: arises. The Supreme

Court has original jurisdiction over only a few cases, such

-as those invalving--forelgn diploriiats. “More - often,. the
. Supreme Court _act's.as_an'a'ppel_la_té court. An- appellate
court does-not decide guilt; It decides whether the lower -
court trial was propery coriducted and Teviews the lower
court’s decision. o JROE

Clause 3 This clause quararitees the right o a Jury trial fof

anyone accused of a federal.crime. The only exceptions are

* impeachment cases. The trial ‘must be held i the state
.. where the crime was commitfed. .. ' '

Clause 1 Treason is ciearly defined. An overt act is an

actual action. A person cannot bé comvicted:of treasori for
what he or she thinks. A person can be convicted of treason

only if hie or she confesses or two wilnesses testify to it. - -

Clause 2 Congress has the power to set the p'uni_shm'eh't

for traitors. Congréss may not purish the_children-of con- -

victed trattors by taking away their civil rights or property.
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Section 4. Impeachment

The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the Unit-
ed States, shall be removed from office on jmpeachment for,
and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and
misdemeanors.

Article IL. Judicial Branch
Section 1. Courts, Terms of Office

The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one
Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress
may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both
of the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices dur-
ing good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their
services, a compensation, which shall not be diminished dur-
ing their continuance in office.

Section 2. Jurisdiction

1. Scope of Judicial Power The judicial power shall extend to all
cases, in law and equity, arising under this Constitution, the laws
of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made,
under their authority;—to all cases affecting ambassadors, other
public ministers and consulsi—1to all cases of admiralty and mar-
itime jurisdiction;—to controversies to which the United States
shall be a party;—to controversies between two or more states;

i : —between citizens
of different states;—between citizens of the same state claiming
lands under grants of different states, and between a state, 0t the
citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens, or subjects.

2. Supreme Court In all cases affecting ambassadors, other
public ministers and consuls, and those in which a state shall be
a party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all
the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have
appellate jurisdiction, both as to Jaw and fact, with such excep-
tions, and under such regulations as the Congress shall make.

3, Trial by Jury The trial of all crimes, except in cases of
impeachment, shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in
the state where the said crimes shall have been committed; but
when not committed within any state, the trial shall be at such
place or places as the Congress may by law have directed.

Section 3. Treason

1. Definition Treason against the United States shall consist
only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their ene-
mies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be con-
victed of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to
the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

2. Punishment The Congress shall have power to declare the
punishment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work
corruption of blood or forfeiture except during the life of the
person attained.
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Civil officers include federal judges and members.of the.
. Cabinet, High crimes. are- major crimes. Misdermeanoi
- -aré lesser crimes. The President, Vice President, and others:
 gan be forced out of office if impeached and found guitty of -
" certain crimes. Andraw. Johnson-and Bill Clinton are the
" only iwo Presidents to have been impeached. .- -

- Judicial powermeans the fight of the coutts to decide legal
_¢ases. The Constitution creates the Supreme Court but lets
" Congess decide on the size of the Supreme Court; Congress
has the power.to-set up inferior, or Iower, courts. The Judi-
* ciary.Act of 1789 set-up a systerfi"of district. and Gircuit
courts, or courts of appeal.. All federal judges serve for lfe.

- Glause 1 Jurisgiction refers fo he right of & colirt to-hear -
~ “a case. Federal courts have jurisdiction over-cases that
involve -the. Constitution, federal ‘laws,. treaties; -foreign
ambassadors and diplomats, nava and maritime Taws, dis-
agreements betivesn states of between citizens from dif--
fefont states, and disputes bétween a State or iizen and
g foreign state or citizen: P e
i Marbury . Madison; the Suprefne Court established
" the right 1o judge whether a law is contitutional: . .

Clause 2 Original jurisdiction means the. ‘power of ‘a
‘court-to hear a case where it-first arises. The Supreme

" Gourt.has-original juristiction.over only 4 few cases, such:
a5 those involving “foreign - diplomats.- More: often, the

 Supreme Court-acis-as an appefiate court; An.appellate

 court does niok decide guilt. t decides whether the “lower

cout trial was properly conducted and reviews the fower -
" court's decision. - . TP

" Clause -3_Th-i's dlause gyafantéés the 'ri_'gjh't_-:t_:(';-é.jurij(_ i’ria§ for
amyane accused of 8 federal crime. Tha only exceptions are
: i_mpeachme_rit'.case_si Thi trial -must be held in the- state:

.. whiers the crime wias commited: . "

Clause 1 Treason‘is r'éléa-rly'.'déﬁrized.', A “overt éct is an-

_-_ actual action. A person cannot be genvicted-of treason. for
~ . what he or she {hinks. A person ¢an be convicted of treason
only it e or she confesses or two witngsses festify o it .

. Clause 2 Congress has the power to set the punishment
. for traitors. Congrdss may. not punish the children-of con-:

" yicted traftors by taking away their il igfits or property.
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CONSTITUTION

Section 4. Impeachment

The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the Unit-
ed States, shall be removed from office on impeachment for,
and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and
misdemeanors.

Article IIL Judicial Branch
Section 1. Courts, Terms of Office

The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one
Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress
may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both
of the Supreme and inferior courts, shail hold their offices dur-
ing good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their
services, a compensation, which shall not be diminished dur-
ing their continuance in office.

Section 2. Jurisdiction
1. Scope of Judicial Power The judicial power shall extend to all
cases, in law and equity, arising under this Constitution, the laws
of the United States, and treaties made, or which shalt be made,
under their authority;—to all cases affecting ambassadors, other
public ministers and consuls:i—to all cases of admiralty and mar-
itime jurisdiction;—to controversies to which the United States
shall be a party;—to controversies between two or more states;
it « —between citizens
of different states;—between citizens of the same state claiming
lands under grants of different states, and between a state, ot the
citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens, or subjects.

2. Supreme Court Tn all cases affecting ambassadors, other
public ministers and consuls, and those in which a state shall be
a party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all
the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have
appellate jurisdiction, both as to Jaw and fact, with such excep-
tions, and under such regulations as the Congress shall make.

3. Trial by Jury The trial of all crimes, except in cases of
impeachment, shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in
the state where the said crimes shall have been committed; but
when not committed within any state, the trial shall be at such
place or places as the Congress may by law have directed.

Section 3. Treason

1. Definition Treason against the United States shall consist
only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their ene-
mies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be con-
victed of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to
the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

2. Punishment The Congress shall have power to declare the
punishment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work
corruption of blood or forfeiture except during the life of the
person attained.

CONSTITUTION |

Article IV. Relations Among the
: States
Section 1. Full Faith and Credit

Full faith and crec.:]it lshall be given in each state to the public
a}cts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other state, And
the Congress may by general laws prescribe the manner in

which such acts, records, and proceedi
> > ed
the effect thereof, P ings shall be proved, and

Section 2. Privileges and Immunities of
Citizens

I. .I‘:;fllvﬂeges ”l?he citiz‘ens of each state shall be entitled to alt
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several states

2. Extradition A person charged in any state with treason
felony, or other crime, who shall flee from justice, and bé
found in another state, shall on demand of the éxecutive
authortity of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to b

removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime. P

3. Fugitive Slaves MNe-pessonheld-+toservdee-orlaborinone

Section 3, New States and Territories

1 New. States New states may be admitted by the Congress
m‘to .th1s Union; but no new states shall be formed or eregcted
within the jurisdiction of any other state; nor any state be
formed by the junction of two or more states, or parts of states,

without the consent of th i
e legislatures of the states concer
1
as well as of the Congress, comed

i—f]iieali?l eIl_.ﬁmclsdThf-: Congress shall have power to dispose of
anc ma e {'ICE ful rules and r'egulations respecting the terri-
y or (-)thEII property belonging to the United States; and
npthmg in this Constitution shall be so construed as to ,re'u-
dice any claims of the United States, or of any particularpstajte

T :

rehilbjll'med States shall guarantee to every state in this Union a

agl:ﬁn t1~"sz fqrm of government, and shall protect each of them
st invasion; and on application of the legislature, or of the

( hEl’l the 1
eg Slal'llle cann Ccor
eKECthIVC W ot be 1Vened) agaHISt

COMMENTARY

Each state must recognize the officia_l acts and recards of

any gther state. For example, eéci]- state must recognize

matriage certificates -issued by another stafe. Congress
. can pass laws to ensure this. . - '

Clause 1 All state_s must treat citizens. of another state in
the same way it treats its own citizens, Howiever, the courts
have allowed. states to give residents c_e:tain privileges
stich as lower tuition rates. AR

Clause 2_ -.'.fxtradition means the act of rétUrnihg 4 sus-
- pected criminal or escaped prisoner to a state where he of

she is wanted. State governors must return a suspect to

, .another state. Huwe\:re_r, the Supreme Court has ruled that
a governor cannot be forced to do so If he or she feels that
justice will not be done. ' :

Clause 3 Persons held fo service or labor refers to
staves or indentured servants. This clause required states
to retum runaway slaves to their owners, The Thiheenth
Amendment replaces this clause. - '

Clau:se.1 Congrgss has the powér {0 admit new state's to
the Union. Existing states cannot be split up or joined.
-fogether to form new states unless both Congress and the

state legislatures approve. Néw states are equal to all other
states. e .

Claise 2 Congress can make rules for managing and gov-
erning land owned by the United States. This includes ter-

fitaries not organized into states, and federal lands within
a state., ) o

In a republic, voters -choose representatives i’ goverh

: ;her?. Tl.ne _feqeral government must protect the states from
oreign invasien and from domestie, or internal, disorder if

asked to do so by a state.
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COMMENTARY

The Gonstitition can be-amended, or changed, if nieces
- sary, An amendment can be proposed by (1) & two-thirds:
~1. Z..vote of both houses of Congress-or, {2).a-national conven

" tion called.by Congress at thé request of two thirds of the
' state legistatures. (This second method has never been
- used.) A amendment must be ratified, or approved, by (1)
- three fourths of the state. legisfatures o (2) special con--
" ventions. in three-fourths of the statés. Congress decides

7 which mthod will be used. -

L ..The”Un_ifed States gnvé:mrﬁeint”promised;to pay all det_jts
. -and honor all- agreements made under the Articles of Con-
federation. o PR

.~ ‘The Constitution, federal laws, ant treaties that the Senate ...
" has ratified are ﬂje,supreme, or highest, 1aw of the land.

~ Thus, thiey Qutweigh state laws. A-state judge must over-
" tum a state law that confiicts with the Consitistion or with
- afederal law. - L e

THE CONSTITUTION

State-and federal officeholders take an oath, or solemn -
promise, to'support the Constitition. However, this clause
. forbids thie use. of religious tests for officeholders. During
. “the colonial period, every ‘coloity except Rhode. etand -
~. - . required a religious test for officeholders. -

During 1787-and 1788 ; stafesrhéﬁld' speciat bqn\ientioris.' By
. ,October 1788, the required nine. states fiad ratified the
Constitution. " - ' TSR
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 CONSTITUTION

Article V. Provisions for
Amendment

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall deem it g
necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or, on
the application of the legislatures of two thirds of the several states, _ .
shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either |
case, shall be valid to all infents and purposes, as part of this Con- '
stitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the
several states, or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one
or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress;

HCH =i - el

and that no state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its
suffrage in the Senate.

Article VI. National Debts,
Supremaci/ of
National Law, Oath
Section 1. Validity of Debts

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the
adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the Unit- |
ed States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. i

Section 2. Supremacy of National Law

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall
be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which
shall be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be
the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every state shall
be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any
state to the contrary notwithstanding.

Section 3. Qaths of Office

The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the
members of the several state legislatures, and all executive and
judicial officers, both of the United States and of the several states,
shall be bound by oath or affirmation, to support this Constitu-
tion but no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification
to any office or public trust under the United States.

Article VIL Ratification of
Constitution

The ratification of the conventions of nine states shall be suffi-
cient for the establishment of this Constitution between the
states so ratifying the same,

Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the
states present the seventeenth day of September, in the year of
our Lotd one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of
the independence of the United States of America the twelfth. In
Witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names.
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" The Gofistton can be amended, of ohanged, i neces-
*sary. AN amendment can be proposed. by, (1) & two-thirds

ofe Gf both houses of Congress or.(2) a national conven-

" tion called by Congress atthe. retjuest of two tiirds of the
. siate legislatures, (This second method fias-never becn

. st} n amendment must b ratifed O approved, by (1)
- three fourths of the state legisfatures of {2) special con-_

o .'-j,i_:'veh't_ian',in' three fourths of the ,states_{__ Congress: decides -

ich method will e Used:= Lt

" The United States govercient promised to'pay-alt debts
R and. honor all-agreements made under the Articles of Con-
Cfedertion. .

. Thig Constitution, federal laws, and treaties that the Senate B
T s ratified are the suprente, oF highest; law of: the land,
o Thus, thiey Outwaigh state laws. A state judge must over-
-+ {um a state law.that conflicts with-the Constitution r with -

- afederal law, el S I -

" State and fogeral officehlders take-an-gaf, of solemn
o prorise, fo support ﬂ_\e__C_onstituti_o_n.'How_ever, this clause
© - forbids the use of religious tests for officeholders. Buring

" the colonfai period, every colony éxcept -Rhode  lsiand

required a retigious test for officehiotders: =

B During 1787 and_1783;'statta_s;he_ld special édnventiun_é, B_y _
- October 1788, the required nine - states had - ratified the .
~Constitution. - - el e
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CONSTITUTION

Article V. Provisions for
Amendment

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall deem it
necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, o, on
the application of the legislatures of two thirds of the several states,
shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either
case, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this Con-
stitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the
several states, or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one
or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress;

and that no state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal
suffrage in the Senate.

Article VI. National Debts,
Supremacy of
National Law, Oath
Section 1. Validity of Debts

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the
adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the Unit-
ed States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.

Section 2. Supremacy of National Law

‘This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall
be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which
shall be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be
the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every staie shall
be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any
state to the contrary notwithstanding,

Section 3. Oaths of Office

The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the
members of the several state legislatures, and all executive and
judicial officers, both of the United States and of the several states,
shall be bound by oath or affirmation, to support this Constitu-
tion: but no teligious test shall ever be required as a qualification
to any office or public trust under the United States.

Article VIL Ratification of
Constitution

The ratification of the conventions of nine states shall be suffi-
cient for the establishment of this Constitution between the
states so ratifying the same.

Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the
states present the seventeenth day of September, in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and of
the independence of the United States of America the twelfth. in
Witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names.

"'CONSTlTUTloN

Attest:
William Jackson, SECRETARY N o
‘George Washington,
PRESIDENT and deputy from
Virginia
NEW HAMPSHIRE
John Langdon
Nicholas Gilman
MASSACHUSETTS
Nathaniel Gorham
Rufus King
CONNECTICUT
William Saruel Johnson
Roger Sherman
NEW YORK
Alexander Hamilton

David Brearley

William Paterson

Jonathan Dayton
PENNSYLVANIA

Thomas Mifflin
Robert Morris
George Clymer

Jared Ingersoll
James Wilson

DELAWARE
George Read

Gunning Bedford, Jr.

.John Dickinson
Richard Bassett
Jacob Broom

AMENDMENTS

First Amendment

(1791) Freedom of Religion, Speech, P
Assembly, and Peritiong peect TS

Congress shaﬂ n_ljake no law respecting an establishment of reli-
{%;on, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
eedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people

peaceably to assemble, and to petition
. ) petition the government
redress of grievances. ’ o

Second Amendment
(1791) Bearing Arms

A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a

free state, the right of the
not be infringecf people to keep and bear arms shall

Third Amendment
(1791) Quartering of Troops

No i in ti

- thS(())ldler shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house,

N ut the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a
anmer to be prescribed by law.

William Livingsion

Benjamin Franklin

Thomas Fitzsimons

Gouverneur Morris

COMMENTARY

MARYLAND
James McHenry
Dan of St. Thomas Jennifer
Daniel Carroll
VIRGINIA
John Blair
James Madison, Jr.
NORTH CAROLINA
Willias Blount
Richard Dobbs Spaight
Hugh Williamson
SOUTH CAROLINA
John Rutledge
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney
Pierce Butler
GEORGIA
William Few
Abraham Baldwin

. bly, and pefition, Congress cannot set up an established, or-
: qfn_cial,phurcn_orrengionforthenation.Durinatheﬁcoibﬁiaz-- o
 Period, most colonies had established churches. However, =

the authors of the First Amendment wanted 10 keep goi-

emment and refigion separate.

Congress may not abridge, or fimit, the freedom to. - -

hold public meetings. Petition means ask. Redress means
~ to.correct. Grigvances are wrongs. The people have the . -
 right fo ask the government for wrongs to be corrected,

Second Amendinent State miltia, such 4 the National -
Guard, have the right-to bear arms, or keep weaponis. '

Courts have generally ruled that thie government can regu-
late the ownership of guns by private citizeris. -~ .

NOILNALILSNOD 3IHL
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Fourth Amendment This amendment protects Americans
from unreasonable searchies and seizures. Search and
seizure dre permitted only if a judge has issued a warrant, -
of written court order. A warrant is _issued only if there is
probable catse. This means an officer must show that it is
- probable, or likely, that the search will produce evidence of
a crime. A search warrant miust name the exact place to be
searched and the things to be seized.
In some cases, colrts have ruled thai searches can
take place without a warrant. For example, police may
search a person who is under arest.

Fifth Amendment This amendment protects the rights of
the accused. Capital crimes are those that can be pun-
ished with death. infamous crimes are those that can he
punished with prison or foss of rights. The fedgral govern-

from a grand jury to prosecute anyone for such crimes. A
grand juryis a panel of between 12 and 23 ¢itizens who

frial. This procedure prevents the govemment from prose-
and the militia in wariime are not covered by this rule:)
means that a person cannat he tried. twice for the same

crime. However, if a colrt sets aside a conviction because
of a legal error, the accused can be tried again. A person on

THE CON STITUTION

himself or herself. A3person accused of a crime is entitled
to due process of faw, or a fair hearing or trial. -
Finally, the government cannot seize private property

Sixih Amiendment In criminal cases, the jury must be
impartial, or not favor gither side. The accused is guaran-
L ~ teed the right fo a trial by jury. The frial must be speedy. If
Lo fhe government purposely postpones the trial s that it
[ hecomes hard for the person to get a fair hearing, the
S charge may be dismissed. The accused must be told the
charges against him or her and be allowed to question

accused can be ordered to appear in court, -
The accused must be allowed a lawyer. Since 1942, the

if the accused cannot afford one. In 1963, the Supreme
Court decided that states must also provide lawyers for a
defendant too poor to pay for one.

-.164 THE caNSTIT-U_T'ION -

ment raust obtain an indictment, or formal accusation, -

decide if the government has enough evidence fo justifya
cuting people with little or no evidence of guiit. (Soldiers
Double jeopardy is forbidden by this amendment. This

\rial cannot be forced to festify, or give evidence, against .

for public use without paying the owner & fair price for it.

prosecution Wwitnessas; Witnesses. who can help the-

-federal governmedt has been required to provide a lawyer

CONSTITUTION

Fourth Amendment
(1791) Searches and Seizures

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particu-
Jarly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

Fifth Amendment

(1791) Criminal Proceedings; Due Process;
Eminent Domain

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infa-
mous, crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand
jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the
militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger;
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice
put in jeopardy of life and limb; nor shall be compelled, in any
criminal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall pri-
vate property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Sixth Amendment
(1791) Criminal Proceedings

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to
a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and
district wherein the .crime shall have been committed, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the
assistance of counsel for his defense.
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 Fourth Amendmentt This amendment protects Americans -

- from unreasoriable searches and seizures. . Search and -
seizure dre permitted only if a judge has issued & warrant,
of written court order, A warrant is igsued only if there is
probable cause, This means an officer must show thatitis
probabie, or likely, that the search will produce evidence of
o crime. A sedrch warrant must name the exact place to be
searched and the things fo be seized. .~

I some cases, courts have ruled that searches can
take place without a warrant. For example, police may
search a person who is under arrest, B

Fifth Amendment This amendment protects the rights of
the accused. Capital crimes are those that can be pun-
ished with death. Jnfamous crimes are those that can be
- punished with prison or loss of rights. The federal govern-
ment must obtaln an indictment, or formal accusation,
from a grand jury to prosecute anyone for such crimes. A
grand jury is a panel of between 12 and 23 citizens who
decide if the government has enougfi evidence to justify a
trial, This procedure prevents the government from pose- -
cuting people with little or no evidence of -quilt. (Soldiers
and the militia in wartime are not covered by this rufe.)
 Double jeapardy is forbidden by this amendment. This
means that a persen cannot be tried twice for the' same
crime. However, if a court sets aside a conviction because
of a legal error, the accused can be tried again.A-person on
trial cannot be forced to testify, or give gvidence, against -
himself or herseif. A person accused of a crime is entitied
to dua process of faw, or a tair figaring or trial. - '
Finally, the government canriot seize private property
for public use without paying the owner a fair price for it.

Sixth Amendmient In criminal cases, the jury must be -
impartial, or not favor either side. The accused is guaran--
feed the right 1o a'trial by jury. The triat must be speedy_. if
the government purposely postpones the trial s0 that it
pecomes hard for the person to-get a fair hearing, the
charge may be dismissed. The accused must be told the
" charges against him or her and be allowed to. question
prosecution witnesses. Witnesses who' can’ help” the.
accused can be ordered to appear in court. - T
The accuséd must be allowed & lawyer. Since 1942, the
federal government has been required to provide a fawyer
if the accused cannot afford one. In 1963, the Supreme
Court decided that states must also provide lawyers for a
defendant too poor to pay for ane. :
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Fourth Amendment

(1791) Searches and Seizures

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures,

shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particu-
larly describing the place to be searched, and the persous or

things to be seized.

Fifth Amendment

(1791) Criminal Proceedings; Due Process;
Eminent Domain

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infa-
mous, crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand
jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the
militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger;
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice
put in jeopardy of life and limb; nor shall be compelled, in any
criminal case, to be a witness against himsel; nor be deprived of
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall pri-
vate property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Sixth Amendment

(1791) Criminal Proceedings

Ins all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to
a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and
district wherein the crime shall have been commitied, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the
assistance of counsel for his defense.

CONSTITUTION

_S eventh Amendment
(1791) Civil Trials

In suits at common law, where ! i

s he value in controversy shall
exceed twenty doﬂar:?, the right of trial by jury shall bi pre-
served, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-exam-

ined in any court of the Unit
ed States, than accordi
rules of the common law, ’ rng 1o the

Eighth Amendment
(1791) Punishment for Crimes

Excessi i i
imcessncfie bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
posed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Ninth Amendment
(1791) Unenumerated Rights

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall

not be construed t N :
people. o deny or disparage others retained by the

Tenth Amendment
(1791) Powers Reserved to the States

fThe powers not fieiegated to the United States by the Constitu-
ion, ncl)r prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states
respectively, or to the people,

Eleventh Amendment
(1798) Suits Against States

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed
to extencllto aty suit in law or equity, commenced or rosi:-
cuted against one of the United States by citizens of arlljoth y
state, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state. :

Twelfth Amendment
(1804) Election of President and Vice President

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by bal
lot for President and Vice President, one of wh;)m at leasty h?lli
not be‘an inhabitant of the same state with memsel,ves- the):' 2113]1
Z.an']e in their ballots the person voted for as Preside’nt and in
istinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President aand the
shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as Pres;dent ang
of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of the numb)er f
votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and trano
mit sealed to the seat of the government of the Uliited Statess-
directed to the president of the Senate; the president of the Sen—)
ate Sh’flﬂ, in the presence of the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall 'rhell1J be
counted;—the person having the greatest number of votes for

Seventh Amendment Comman fawrsfers (6 fules of faw

established: by Judges inpast -cases. This amendment o
Juarantees the right. to-a jury trial In Tawsuits. where the
sum of money at stake is more than $20. An appeals court
cannot change & verdict bécause it disagrees with the
degision of the Jury. it can set-aside'a vé’r’dic't' only if 'I'é'gal. o

eriors made the trial unfair. .

Eighth Armendniont Bail is-money the accused leayés -
with the court as-a pledge that he or she wil appé'a.r::.fur :

trial. If the ‘aceused does: not appear for trial, the court

keeps the meney. Excessive means too high. This amend- -
ment forbids - courts _tu_s‘et'unreasohably hig‘h. bail. The -
: a_m_ount of bail usually depends on the Seriousneés c;f the
charge and whether the accused is likely to appear for the
. rial. The amendment also forbids cruel and urususl pun-

ishments such as mental and physical abuse.

‘Ninth Amendment Tt people have rights that are'not

“listed in the Cbn_sti_t'ution._ This amendment was- addad
because some ‘people feared that the BHl of Rights wotld -
be used tolimit rights to those actually isted. = :

Tenth Amendment ;This_':amendrrient limits the power of
the federal- government. Powers not given to the fedéral
government belong 1o the stales. The pewers reserved to

. the states are not listed in the Constitution.

 Eleventh Amendment This amendriant changed part Of. :

VArticl.e 3, Se_ctio_lj 2, Clause 1. As a result, a private citizén - -
: T-fom. one state cannot sue the government of another state
in federal court, Howgver, a citizen can sue a state go'vé'rh-' :

mint in a state codrt,

Twieltth Amendment This améndmeiit changed the way
_t_he-._electora_l _collegg voted. Before the amendment was
adopted, each efectorsimply voted for two peopile. The can-

didate with the most votes became President. The runner-

up became Vice Prasident. In- 1800, howiever, a tié vote
resulted between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr,

In such a case, the Constitution required the House of
Represe_ntatives'tq_éjéct.the President. Federaists had 4
majority in the House. They tried to keep Jefferson out of
office by voting for Bur. It took 35 ballots in the House
before Jefferson was elected President, '

To keep this from happening again, the Twelfth Amend-

“ment was pas_s_g_d and ratified in time for the election of 1304,

L T':'E cd‘NS:F'{I.VITIOIIQV- 165
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President shall be the President, if such number be a majority of

the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have

such a majority, then from the persons having the highest num-

bers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as Presi-

dent, the House of Representatives shall choose immediatety, by

ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes

shall be taken by states, the representation from each state hav-

ing one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a mem-

ber or members from two thirds of the states, and a majority of \
all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of

Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right

of choice shall devolve upon them,

Mareh-nextfolowins; then the Vice President, shall act as Pres-

ident, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disabil-

ity of the President—The person having the greatest number of

votes as Vice President, shall be the Vice President, if such num-

ber be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, p
and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest !
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice President;

a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of the whole x
number of senators, and a majority of the whole number shall

be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligi-

ble to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice Pres- ,
ident of the United States. ,

This amendment provides that each elector choose ane
candidate for President and one candidate for Vice Presi-
dent. If no candidate for President receives a majority of
electoral votes, the House of Representatives chooses the
President. If no candidate for Vice President receives a
maijority, the Senate elects the Vice Prasident. The Vice
President must be a person who s eligible to be President.

This system is still in use today. However, it is possible
for a candidate to win the popular vote and lose in the elec-
toral college. This happened in 1876.

Thirteenth Amendment |
(1865) Slavery and Involuntary Servitude il

Thirteenth Amendment The Emancipation Proclamation
{1863) freed siaves only in areas controlled by the Confed-
eracy. This amendment freed all slaves. |t algo forbids
inveluntary servitude, or labor done against one's will,
However, it does riot prevent prison wardens from making
prisoners work. Congress can pass laws to carry out this
amendment.

Section 1. Outlawing Slavery Neither slavery nor involuntary

servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party 1
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United I
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. s

|

|

Section 2. Enforcement Congress shall have power to enforce |‘
this article by appropriate legislation. 1 ‘I
|

|

THE CONSTITUTION

Fourteenth Amendment y
(1868) Rights of Citizens ;

Section 1. Citizenship All persons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citi-
sens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside.
No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

: Fourteenth Amendment, Section 1 This section defines
citizenship for the first time in the Constitution, and it extends
citizenship to biacks. It also prohibits states from denying the
rights and privileges of citizenship to any citizen. This section
also forbids states fo deny due process of law.

Section 1 guarantees all citizens “equal protection
under the law.” For a long time, however, the Fourteenth
Amendment did not protect blacks from discrimination.
After Reconstruction, separate facilities for biacks and
whites sprang up. In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled that
geparate faclliles for blacks and whites were by their
nature tnequal. This ruling, in the case of Browr v. Board
of Education, made schoo! segregation illegal.

Section 2. Apportionment of Representatives Representa-
tives shall be apportioned among the several states according
to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of
persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when
the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for
President and Vice President of the United States, representa-

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 2 This section replaced
e three-fifths clause. it provides that representation inthe
House of Representatives is decided on the basis of the
number of people in the state. It also provides that states
which deny the vote to male citizens over age 21 will be
punished by losing part of their representation in the

.,
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This amendment provides that each elactor choose one .

candidate for President and one candidate for Vice Presi-
dent. i no candidate for President receives a majority of
electoral votes, the House of Representatives chooses the

President. If no candidate for Vica President receives a
majority, the Senate elects the Vice President. The Vice
President must be a person who is efigible to be Presicdent.

This system is still in use today. However, it is possible
for a candidate to win the popular vote and lose in the elec-
toral college. This happenad In 1876. '

Thirteenth Amendment The Emancipation Proclamation
{1863} freed slaves only in areas controlled by the Gonfed-
gracy. This amendment freed all slaves. It aiso forbids
involuntary servitide, or lahor done against one’s will.
However, it does not prevent prison wardens from making
prisaners work. Gongress can pass taws to carey out this
amendment.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 1 This section defines
¢itizenship for the first time in the Constitution, and it extends
citizenship to blacks. It also prohibits states from denying the

rights and privileges of citizenship to any citizen. This section .

aieo forbids states to deny due process of law.

Section 1 guarantges alt citizens “equal protection
under the law.” For a long time, however, the Fourteenth
Amendment did not protect blacks from discrimination.
Mter Reconstruction, separate facilities for blacks and
whites sprang up. [n 1954, the Supreme: Gourt ruted that
separate facilities for blacks and whites wera by their

nature unequal. This ruling, in the case of Brown v. Board

of Education, made school segregation iflegal.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 2 This section replaced
the three-fifths clause. It provides that representation in the
House of Representatives is decided on the basis of the
number of people in the state. it also provides that states
which deny the vote to male citizens over age 21 wilt be
punished by losing part of their representation in the

N
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President shall be the President, if such number be a majority of
the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have
such a majority, then from the persons having the highest num-
bers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as Presi-
dent, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by
ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes
shall be taken by states, the representation from each state hav-
ing one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a mem-
ber or members from two thirds of the states, and a majority of
all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right
of choice shall devolve upon them,
Maseh-next follewinss then the Vice President, shall act as Pres-
ident, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disabil-
ity of the President—The person having the greatest number of
votes as Vice President, shall be the Vice President, if such num-
ber be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed,
and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice President;
a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of the whole
number of senators, and a majority of the whole number shall
be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligi-
ble to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice Pres-
ident of the United States.

Thirteenth Amendment
(1865) Slavery and Involuntary Servitude

Section L. Outlawing Slavery Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Enforcement Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.

Fourteenth Amendment

(1868) Rights of Citizens

Section 1. Citizenship All persons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citi-
sens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside.
No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2. Apportionment of Representatives Representa-
tives shall be apportioned among the several states according
to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of
persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when
the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for
President and Vice President of the United States, representa-

CONSTITUTION

tives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers of a state
or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to am o%
the male ipbabitants of such state, being twenty-one yeeu:fsr of
age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged
except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the bgasi;
of representation therein shall be reduced in the p,roportion
which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state

Section 3. Former Confederate Officials No person shall be a
senator or representative in Congress, or elector of President
and Vul:e President, or hold any office, civil or military, under
the United States, or under any state, who, having pre’viousl

takfen an oath, as 4 member of Congress, or as an officer of thz
Umted_ States, or as 4 member of any state legislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any state, to support th’e Consti-
tution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrectio

or reb_ellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to thn
enemies thereof, But Congress may, by a vote of two third ?
each house, remove such disability. -

Sec.tion 4. Public Debt The validity of the public debt of the
United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for
Payment'of pensions and bounties for services in suppressin

1nsurreFt10n or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neithe%
the.Unllted _States nor aty state shall assume or pay any debt or
obhgat{on incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against
the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of

any slave; but all such debts, obligati :
held illegal and void. obligations and claims shall be

Secf:tmn 5, Enforcel.'nent The Congress shall have power to
enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.

Fifteenth Amendment
(1870) Right to Vote—Race, Color, Servitude
Section 1. Extending the Righ i iti
‘ ght to Vote The right of cit
the United States to vote shall not be denied orgabridg;ézg)ljstl;f

L{mted Stat.e-s or by any state on account of race, color, or pre-
vious condition of servitude.

Section 2. Enff)rcement The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Sixteenth Amendment
(1913) Income Tux

;l"he Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on
ncomes, from whatever source derived, without apportion-

m ‘
ent among the several states, and without regard to any cen-
Sus or enumeration.

Seventeenth Amendment
(1913) Popular Election of Senators

S . .

: gaC]tllgn 1. Method of Election The Senate of the United States

oo e composed qf two senators from each state, elected by the
ple thereof, for six years; and each senator shall have one vote.

COMMENTARY

- House. This provision ffas'never"been'énfdrcéd.:'--  _::.': e
Despite this clause, black citizens were often preverit- -
_&d from voting.. In the.1960s, federal laws were. ﬁéssed" to. :

end voting discrimination. .

Fourteenth Amendment, Sect'idij_3T_hi3'_sébti6fi_:rJréhibi'f-:: o

ed Peﬂbl_ﬁ' who had been federal or state officials before the S
-Cn_nl_.War an_q who had joined the Confederate: cause from
serving again-as governiment officials. In'18?;2-,'.'('3'ongresrs::. R

restored the rights of former Confederate officials, =~ -

_ Fgurteenth'Amgndmen't',"seciion 4 Thi$ s:eéﬁénﬁr'reébé--i =
-nized that the United States must'repay its debts_fr:dr'ﬁ' the .

Civil War. However, it fdrba_de the repayment of debts of the

Confederacy. This meant. that people who: had" loaned: o

money to the Confederacy would not be repaid. Also, states

were not allowed fo pay former'slave owners. for the loss™ .~

of slaves.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 5 Congress can pass o

laws to carry out this amendment.

Fisenth Arendment, Secion 1 Pravious condltion of .
servitude refers to slavery. This amendient gave Blacks,

both formmier slaves and free blacks, the right to vote. In the

late 1800s, southern states used grandfather clauses, It~
eracy tests, and poll taxes to keep blacks from voting, - k
Fifteenth Am&n_ﬂmen_t.'sﬂcﬁqn 2 Gongress can pass laws o
o carry out this amendment. Thie Twenty-fourth Amend- - -

ment barred the use of poll taxes in national elactions. The

Voting Rights Act of 1965 gave fedéral officials the powerfo .

register voters-where there was voting discrimination. -

Sixteenth Amendment _Cun‘gres_s has the powéf to '(:o"lle'ct' Lo

taxes on pe'o_pje’s ingome. An-incomie tax can-be callectad
without regard.to a state’s. population. This amendment
‘changed Article 1; Section 8, Clause 4 '

Seventesnth Amendment, Section 1 This amendment
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The electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for

provides thathsenate_rs are directly e'lected'by the _people of
o S electors of the most numerous branch of the state legislatures.

each stafe, ©

Section 2. Vacancies When vacancies happen in the represen-
tation of any state in the Senate, the executive authority of such
state shall jssue writs of election to fill such vacancies: provid-
ed, that the legislature of any state may empower the executive
thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill
the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.

Seventeenth Amendment, Section 2 When a Senate
seat becomes vacant, the governor of the siate must order
an election to fill the seat. The state legislature can give the
governor power to fill the-seat until-an election is hetd.

Seventéeﬁth Amendment, Section 3 Senétors who had Section 3. Those Elected Under Previous Procedure This

already been elected by the state legistatures were not arrenamentshal-potbesecotstrted
affected by this amendment. - ' or-ternrolany-senator-chesen-before-t-becomes alieas-part
ST e Constitution
Fighteenth Amendment

(1919) Prohibition of Intoxicating Liquors

Section 1. Ban on Alcohol Afrer eneyear-fromtheratifieation
£ oalin oaial £b At la B SR ciafion ol
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H oaindiotioaa o £ Lo barasen TS ic
s-thereoffor-beveragepurposesis
Section 2. Enforcement The-Gongress-and-the several-states
PR ST TS 1t atla g ol by
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Section 3. Method of Ratification Fhis-arieleshall-be-noper
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Eighteenth Amendment, Section 1 This amendment, .
known as Prohibitlon, banned the making, selling, o fans-
porting of alcaholic beverages in the United States. Later,
" the Twenty-first Amendment repealed, or canceled, this
amendment. S E

all 14
fretrree

Eighteenth Amendment, Section 2 Both the states and.
the federal government hiad the power to pass faws 1o
gnforce this amendment.

Eighteenth Amendment, Section 3 This amendment had
to be approved within seven years. The Eighteenth Amend-
ment was the first amendment fo include a time limit for
ratification. :

Nineteenth Amendment

(1920) Women’s Suffrage

Section 1. The Right to Vote The right of citizens of the Unit-
ed States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state o1 account of sex.

Nineteenth Amendment, Section 1. Nelther the federal
government nor state governments can deny the right 1o
vote on account of sex. Thus, worhen won suffrage, of the
right to vote. Before 1920, some states had allowed
women to vote in state-elections.

Section 2. Enforcement Congress shall have power to enforce

Nineteenth Amendment, Section 2 Congress an pass
this article by appropriate legislation.

faws to carry-out this amendment.

Twentieth Amendment

(1933) Commencement of Terms; Sessions

of Congress; Death or Disqualification of
President-Elect

Section 1. Beginning of Terms The terms of the President and
Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January,
and the terms of senators and representatives at noon on the
3d day of January; of the years in which such terms would have
ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their
successors shall then begin.

Twentieth Amendment, Section 1 The date for the Pres-
ident and Vice President to take office is January 20. Mem-
hers of Congréss begin their terms of office on January 3.
Before this amendment was adopted, these terms of office

began on March 4. '

Section 2. Congressional Sessions The Congress shall assem-
ble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at

Twentieth_ Amehdment, Section 2 Congress must meet
at least once a year. The new session of Congress begins
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provides that seha_t_drs are directly elected by the people-of

- ach state. -

- geventeenth ”A'_mendment',"s_e'c'tinn _Z_When-' a Senate

seat bacomes Vacant, the governor of the state must order.
an election 1o fill the seat. The state legislature can give the
governor power to fil the seat until an election is held:

-Seventeenth Amend’m_eni, S_S_ect_idn__s Sehat_ors whb had
 already heeri- elected by the state I_egislatures were-n_dt.
. affected by this amendment, SR

Eighteenth Ammendment, Section 1 This amendment,

known as Prohibition; panned the making, selfing, or trans- -
porting of alcoholic beverages in. the United States. Latef, .
the Twenty-first Amendment repealed, or canceled, this

amendment. S '

Eighieenth Amendrﬁen_t,- Section 2 Both the states and
the federal government had the power 1o pass taws 1o
anforce this amendment. . ' '

'Eighteénth Amendment, Section 3 This ameridment had .

to be approved within seven years. The Ei_ghteen_th Amend-
ment was the first amendment to include a time limit for”

- rafification. L .

Ningieenth Amendment, Section 1. Nether the federal
government nor state governriients can deny the right o
vate on account of sex.Thus, women won suffrage,or' the
Tight to" vote. Before 1920, some states had altowed
women to vote in state elections. '

Nineteenth Amendment, 'Sgcﬁo'n 2. Corigress cafi pass
aws to carry-out this amendment. o

Twentieth Amendment, Section 1 Tha date for the Pres-
ident and Vice President o take office is January 20. Mem-

bers of Congfess begin their terms of offiee on.January 3.

Before this amendment was adopted, these terms of office
~ began on March 4. S

“Twentieth Amendment, Section 2 Congress must _meé_t -
at least once a year. The new session of Congress begins
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The electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for
clectors of the most numerous branch of the state legislatures.

Section 2. Vacancies When vacancies happen in the represen-
tation of any state in the Senate, the executive authority of such
state shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: provid-
ed, that the legislature of any state may empower the executive
thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill
the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.

Section 3. Those Elected Under Previous Procedure Fhis
Eighteenth Amendment
(1919) Prohibition of Intoxicating Liguors

Sectjon 1. Ban on Alcohol :
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Nineteenth Amendment

(1920) Women’s Suffrage

Section 1. The Right to Vote The right of citizens of the Unit-
ed States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account of sex.

Section 2. Enforcement Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.

Twentieth Amendment

(1933) Commencement of Terms; Sessions

of Congress; Death or Disqualification of
President-Elect

Section 1. Beginning of Terms The terms of the President and
Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January,
and the terms of senators and representatives at noon on the
3d day of January; of the years in which such terms would have
ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their
successors shall then begin.

Section 2. Congressional Sessions The Congress shall assem-
ble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at

‘CONSTITUTION

noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shafl
appoint a different day. y shall by law

SECFiOI.I 3. Presidential Succession If, at the time fixed for the
begmn.lng of the term of the President, the President-elect shall
have. died, the Vice President-elect shall become President. If a
Premderllt sha]l not have been chosen before the time ﬁxec.l for
th.e beginning of his term, or if the President-elect shall have
failed to gualify, then the Vice President-elect shall act as Presi-
dent until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress
may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President-
elect nor a Vice President-elect shall have qualified, declarin,
who .sha]l then act as President, or the manner in ;.vhich on§
Yvho is to_act shall be selected, and such person shall act accord-
ingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified.

Section 4. Elections Decided by Congress The Congress ma
by law provide for the case of the death of any of the personz
from whom the House of Representatives may choose a Presi-
dent whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon
them, and for the case of the death of any of the persons from
V\.ThOITI the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the
right of choice shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Date of Implementation Sectons-land2-shalltale

effect-on-the 15th-dayof Oetoberfollowingthe-satification—of

Section 6. Ratification Period Fhis-articte-shall-beineperative
i i =5s g ' Fed = = = Ot 51
b ) SF Lod it rbsnicsi

Twenty-first Amendment
(1933) Repeal of Prohibition

Sectio_n 1. Repeal The eighteenth article of amendment to the
Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

Section 2. Sta‘te Laws The transportation or importation into
any st.ate, territory, or possession of the United States for deliv-
ery or use thf:rem of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the
laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. Ratification Period Fhis-axtcleshalibeinoperative

Twenty—second Amendm
ent
(1951) Presidential Tenure

S H . .

Ogg‘t:leo(l)lfh.l’i?g(.)—?zrm Limit No person shall be elected to the

held e o 1e31fent rr.lore than twice, and no person who has

than ice of President, 91‘ acted as President, for more
0 years of a term to which some other person was elect-

on January 3. Before this amendment, members .af Con-

known as lame ducks.

T_!-Nent_ieth A_m_endnieljt,_ 'Sédiiun 3"!f.thewﬁfééiﬂént';élécf :
dies before taking gffice, the Vice President-elect becomes - -

President. If no President has been chosen by January 20.

President-elect acts as President, but only Untli-a gualified

Presidentis chosen, -
. Finally, Congress. has the power té ;cjh'qtjse a person to

Twentieth Amendment, Section 4- C_on_gréss can-pass

Taws in cases where a presideritial candidaté dies while an
election s being decidad in the House. Congress has sim- -

flar-power in cases whete: a candidate for Vice President =

;di:e:s'WhiIe_an_ election is being decided in the Senate.

Twentieth Amendment, Section 5 Section 5 sets th date
for the amendmerit to become effective. .

Twentieih Amendment, Section 6 Section 6 sefs time
limit for ratification. o :

Twenty-first Amendment, Section 1 The Eigfteenth
Amendment is repeated, making it legal to make and sell

alcoholic beverages: Prohibition ended December 5, 1933. -

Twenty-first Amendment, Section 2 Each state was free
o ban the making and selling of alcoholic drink within fts
b_or_ders. This. section makes bringing -liquor into a “dry"
state a federal offense. . L

: ‘fwe?'i.ty?fi[sg Améﬁi:irr'l'ent',ééétion. 3 ‘Special state.con-
ventions were called to ratify this-amendment. This is the

only time an amendment was ratified by state conventions
rather than state legislatures. Co e

_ Twerity-second Amendment, Section 1 Before Frankiin

Roosevelt became President, no President served miore

than two terms in office. Roosevelt broke with this custom
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that no President may serve more than {wo terms. A Pres-
ident who hag already served mare than half of someone
else’s term can serve only one more full term. However, the
amendment did not apply to Harry Truman, who had
hecome Pregident after Frankiin Roosevelt's death in 1945.

Twenty-second Amendment, Section 2 A seven-year
fime limit is set for ratification.

Twenty-third Amendment, Section 1 This amendment
gives residents of Washingion, D.C., the right to vote in
presidential elections. Until this amendment was adopted,
people living in Washington, D.C., could not vote for Presi-
dent because the Constitution had made no provision for
choosing electors from the nation’s capital. Washington,
D.C., has three electoral votes.

Twenty-third Amendment, Section 2 Congress can pass
Jaws to carry out this amendment.

Twenty-fourth Amendment, Section 1 A polf taxis a tax
on voters. This amendment bans poll taxes in national elac-
tions. Some states used polt taxes to keep African Ameri-
cans from vating. In 1966, the Supreme Court struck down
poll taxes in state efections, also.

Twenty-fourth Amendment, Section 2 Congress can
pass laws to carry out this amendment.

Twenty-fitth Amendment, Section 1 If the President dies
or resigns, the Vice President becomes President. This sec-
tion clarifies Article 2, Section 1, Clause 6.

Twenty-fitth Amendment, Section 2 When a Vice Presi-
dent takes over the office of President, he or she appoints a
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Twenty-third Amendment
(1961) Presidential Electors for the District of
Columbia

Section 1. Determining the Number of Electors The district
constituting the seat of government of the United States shall
appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President
equal to the whole number of senators and representatives in
Congress to which the district would be entitled if it were a
state, but in no event more than the least populous state; they
shall be in addition to those appointed by the states, but they
shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of Presi-
dent and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a state;
and they shall meet in the district and perform such duties as
provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Section 2. Enforcement The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-fourth Amendment

(1964) Right to Vote in Federal Elections—Tax
Payment

Section 1. Poll Tax Banned The right of citizens of the United
States to vote in any primary or other election for President or
Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or
for senator or representative in Congress, shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or any state by reason of fail-
ure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. Enforcement The Congress shall have the power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-fifth Amendment
(1967) Presidential Succession, Vice Presidential
Vacancy, Presidential Inability

Section 1. President’s Death or Resignation In case of the
removal of the President from office or of his death or resigna-
tion, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Vacancies in Vice Presidency Whenever there is a
vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall

i
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that no President may serve more than fwo terms. A Pres-
iclent wha has already served more than half of someone
else’s term can serve only one more fulf term. However, the
amendment did not apply to Hamy Truman, who had
become President after Frankiin Roosevelt’s death in 1945.

Twenty-second Amendment, Section 2 A seven-year
time limit is set for ratification.

Twenty-third Amendment, Section 1 This amendment
gives residents of Washington, D.C., the right to vote in
presidential elections. Until this amendment was adoptecf,
people living in Washington, D.C., could not vote forlPresn-
dent because the Constitution had made no provision for
choosing electors from the nation’s capital, Washingten,
D.C., has three electoral votes.

Twenty-third Amendment, Section 2 Congress can pass
laws to carry ottt this amendment.

Twenty-fourth Amendment, Section 1 Apoiftaxisatax

on voters. This amendment bans poll taxes in national elec-
tions. Some states used poll taxes to keep African Ameti-
cans from voting. In 1966, the Supreme Court struck down
polt taxes in state elections, also. '

Twenty-fourth Amendment, Section 2 Congress can
pass laws 1o carry out this amendment.

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 1 lithe Presidept dies
or resigns, the Vice President becomes President. This sec-
tion clarifies Article 2, Section 1, Clause 6.

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 2 When a Vice Presi-

dent takes over the office of President, he or she appoints a
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‘Twenty-third Amendment o

(1961) Presidential Electors for the District of
Columbia

Section 1. Determining the Number of Electors The district
constituting the seat of government of the Uni:ced States shall
appoint in such manner as the Congress may d}re_:ct: ‘

A number of electors of President and Vice Pr§s1dept
equal to the whole number of senators and representatives in
Congress to which the district would be entitled if it were a
state, but in no event more than the least populous state; they
shall be in addition to those appointed by the states, but the.y
shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of Presi-
dent and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a state;
and they shall meet in the district and perform such duties as
provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Section 2. Enforcement The Congress shall have power to
enforce this articdle by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-fourth Amendment .

(1964) Right to Vote in Federal Elections—Tax
Payment

Section 1. Poll Tax Banned The right of citizens of the United
States to vote in any primary or other election for President or
Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President,.or
for senator or representative in Congress, shall not be deme':d
or abridged by the United States or any state by reason of faik-
ure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2, Enforcement The Congress shall have the power t0
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-fifth Amendment ‘ o
(1967) Presidential Succession, Vice Presidential
Vacancy, Presidential Inability

Section 1. President’s Death or Resignation In case of the
removal of the President from office or of his death or resigna-
tion, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Vacancies in Vice Presidency Whenever there is a
vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall
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nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confir-
mation by a majority vote of both houses of Congress.

Section 3. Disability of the President Whenever the President
transmits to the president pro rempore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration
that he is unable io discharge the powers and duties of his office,
and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the con-
trary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice
President as acting President.

Section 4. Vice President as Acting President Whenever the
Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the
executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately
assume the powers and duties of the office as acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmiis to the president
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he
shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice
President and a majority of either the principal officers of the
executive department or of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit within four days to the president pro tem-
pore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives theit written declaration that the President is unable to dis-
charge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress
shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for
that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-
one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if
Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Con-
gress is required to assemble, determines by two thirds vote of
both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the pow-
ers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to
discharge the same as acting President; otherwise, the President
shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

Twenty-sixth Amendment
(1971) Right to Vote—Age
Section 1. Lowering of Voting Age The right of citizens of the

United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, shall not

be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on
account of age.

Section 2, Enforcement The Congress shall have the power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-seventh Amendment
(1992) Congressional Pay
No law, varying the compensation for the services of the sena-

tors and representatives, shall take effect until an election of
tepresentatives shall have intervened.

COMMENTARY

Vice President who must be approved by.a majority vote of
both houses of Cangress. This section was first applied after
Vice President Spiro Agnew. resigned in 1973. President
Richard Nixon appointed Gerald Ford as Vice President.

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 3 If the President
declares in wiiting that he or she is unable o perfarm the

(duties of office, the Vice President serves as acting Presi-
dent until the President recovers. o :

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 4 Two Presidents,
Woodrow Witson ‘and Dwight Eisenhower, ‘have fallen
-gravely il while.In oﬁice.'The Constitution contained no
provision for this kind of emergency.

Section 3 provided that the President can inform Con-
.gress that he or she is too sick to perform the duties of
office. However, if the President is unconscious or refuses
to admit to a disabling lliness, Section 4 provides that the
\Vice President and Gabinet may daclare the President dis-
abled. The Vice President becomes acting President until
‘the President can return fo the dutiés of office. In case of a

disagreement between the President and the Vice Presi- .

dant and Cahinet over the President’s ability to perform the
duties of office, Congress must decide the issue. A two-
thirds vote of both houses is needed to find the President
is disabled or unable to fulfill the duties of office.

Twenty-sixth Amendment, Section 1 In 1970, Congress
passed-a Taw allowing 18-year-olds to vote. However, the
‘Supreme Court decided that Congress could not set a mini-
miim age for state elections: So° this amendment was
passed and ratified, o o

Twenty-sixth Amendment, Section’2 Congress can pass
laws to carry out this amendment.

Twenty-seventh Amendment If members of Congress
voie themselves a pay increase, It cannot go into effect
untif after the next congressional election. This amendrent
was proposed in 1788, In. 1992, Michigan became the

thirty-eighth state to ratify it. ’

THE ConsTITUTION 171

NOILALILSNOD IHL




