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Directions: answer the questions below in complete sentences.

1.-2. What were at least two issues Truman faced during the period of reconversion?

3. What was the Taft-Hartley Act?

4.-5. Describe Truman’s’ Fair Deal Program and the congressional response to it?

6.-7. What was Modern Republicanism and why did Eisenhower embrace it?

8. What effect did Eisenhower’s leadership style have on his presidency?

9. Why was NASA created?

10. What was the National Defense Education Act?



The Election of 1948
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Directions: use talking to the text skills as you read the following.

Franklin Roosevelt had been the Democratic candidate for President in every election since 1932.
However, when he died in April 1945, the Democratic Party had to begin to consider other candidates.
The Democrats had to make their choice at a dramatic time, during the 1948 Berlin Airlift. Soviet forces
had isolated West Berlin, Germany, from all land contact with Western Europe. American military cargo
airlifts were keeping the population of Berlin sufficiently supplied so that they would not need to turn to
the Communists to meet their minimum needs.

At the time, the Democratic Party was badly divided. Few of its leaders wanted to nominate Truman.
Many supported Henry Wallace, who had served in the Cabinets of both Roosevelt and Truman. Wallace
felt that the Truman Doctrine aroused unnecessary conflict with the Soviet Union. Politicians from the
southern states frequently felt that Truman was too active in civil rights legislation. For example, Truman
had ordered army units integrated in 1948. Before this, blacks had not been able to serve in mixed units
as equals with whites.

Ultimately, The Democratic Party nominated Truman for the presidency in spite of its fear of defeat.
Then, Henry Wallace and his supporters formed the Progressive Party, which opposed Truman’s foreign
policy as one likely to involve the United States in war with the Soviet Union. Disgruntled Southern
Democrats, often called “Dixiecrats,” also formed their own party, the States’ Rights Party. This group
opposed Truman’s actions in behalf of civil rights for blacks. They nominated Strom Thurmond, then
governor of South Carolina, as their candidate. Four other parties also ran candidates, but these won no
electoral votes.

The Republican Party, understandably delighted about the problems of the Democrats, nominated a very
strong candidate for President, the popular Thomas E. Dewey of New York. When Dewy was nominated,
many Americans felt that the election was as good as over. Truman, however, was not finished yet. He
called the Republican-dominated Congress into special session and demanded that they pass the planks of
the Republican Party platform as bills that he, as President, could sign into law. When Congress refused
to do so, Truman lambasted it for lack of effort and the Republican Party for dishonesty. When the
Progressive Party criticized Truman’s foreign policy as being too hard on the Soviet Union, many anti-
Communists began to look at Truman as a good candidate for whom to vote. When the “Dixiecrats”
criticized Truman’s’ civil rights policies, many liberals began to think of Truman as their candidate. The
early voting seemed to be giving Dewy the lead, but when the final count was in, Truman had won.

Use the Data
Using the statistics listed below, make a bar graph to compare the popular vote of the four main
presidential candidates in 1948. (5pts)

Candidate Popular Vote Electoral Vote
Truman (Democratic) 24,179, 345 (49.6%) 303 (57%)
Dewey (Republican) 21,991,291 (45.0%) 189 (36%)
Thurmond (States’ Rights) 1,176,125 (2.4%) 39 (7%)
Wallace (Progressive) 1,157,325 (2.4%) -
Others 280,647 (.6%) --
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