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On August 6, 1945, U.S. Army Air Force Colonel Paul Tibbets, Jr., piloting a Boeing B-
29 bomber named Enola Gay, dropped the first atomic bomb over Hiroshima, a major military
and industrial center in south-western Honshu, Japan. At 8:15 A.M., Japanese time, the bomb
(code-named “Little Boy™), exploded 650 yards above the city, obliterating ten square miles of
the city and killing about 100,000 people. Many more would die over the next few months from
burns and radiation poisoning.

Three days later, a second atomic bomb, code-named “Fat Boy,” was dropped on
Nagasaki, a major naval and armaments center in western Kyushu. Containing a more powerful
plutonium core than that used in “Little Boy,” the Nagasaki bomb killed approximately 75,000
residents.

President Truman maintained that the decision to drop the atomic bomb was supported by
all of his advisors and was used to hasten the surrender of Japan and to avoid casualties.
Shocked by the ferocity of Japanese suicide attacks, Truman hoped the bomb would force an end
to the war. An Interim Committee appointed by Truman in May 1945, and headed by Secretary
of War Henry L. Stimson, had recommended that the bomb be used against the enemy as soon as
possible and that it be used without prior warning against a military target to demonstrate its
destructive power. In his memoirs Truman stated: “Let there be no mistake about it. I regarded
the bomb as a military weapon and never had any doubt that it should be used.”

Earlier in July, Japanese leaders had rejected the Potsdam Declaration, which called for
unconditional surrender, and on July 28, Radio Tokyo reported that Japan would continue to
fight to the bitter end. Not a single Japanese unit had surrendered during the entire war.
Truman’s military advisers estimated that an invasion of Japan’s home islands would cost
between 500,000 and 1,000,000 Allied casualties. The development of the atomic bomb had cost
the U.S. over $2 billion and provided Truman with the “winning weapons.” Defenders of
President Truman’s decision to use the bomb stress the military reasons for employing it against
the Japanese.

Yet, some opponents of the President’s decision maintain that Japan had lost the war and
its leaders were about to surrender anyway. Other critics argue that the bomb was used not for
military reasons, but rather for diplomatic ones (“atomic diplomacy’), as a means of intimidating
the Russians, who were challenging American hegemony in Europe and elsewhere. The deep
abhorrence toward the use of nuclear weapons has influenced many people today to criticize
Truman on moral grounds for using it in the first place. Even in 1945, critics, including many
clergymen, spoke out publicly against the use of nuclear weapons, saying they are inhumane and
likening them to the poison gas used in World War 1.

The decision to use the bomb set in motion the long and divisive Cold War — as well as
an emotional controversy over Truman’s strategy.



Name: Period:

Controversial End to World War 11 Questions

Directions: read the article and answer the question below in complete sentences.

1. In July, the Japanese leaders had rejected the , which
called for unconditional surrender of Japanese forces.

Yet the Japanese would not surrender and maintained that they would fight till the better end.

2. What was the date of the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima?

3. Name the bomber (plane) that dropped the first atomic bomb over Hiroshima?

4.-5. Hiroshima was a and center in
southwestern Honshu, Japan.

6. The Hiroshima bomb was nicknamed what?

7. How many days later was the bomb dropped at Nagasaki?

8. What was the Nagaskai bomb nicknamed?

9. Nagasaki was a major and armaments center.

10. President Truman said that his decision to drop the bomb was supported by his advisor and
was to do what?

11. True/False: Not a single Japanese unit had surrendered during the entire war?

12. How much did it cost to build the atomic bomb?

13.-15. Some opposed President Truman in his decision to drop the bomb because:
a.
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