Dallastown Middle School Orchestra Information

Instructors: Mrs. Anne Moul, Mr. David Diehl

2010-11
· 7th and 8th grade orchestra will meet on Day 2, Pd. 9 
· String ensemble will meet on Day 3, Pd. 9 
· Sectionals will rotate.
·  Students are expected to attend one sectional and one orchestra rehearsal each week. (String ensemble is an additional rehearsal.) Rehearsals and sectionals are considered classes for string players and take precedence over meetings, homeroom activities, etc. Attendance is mandatory.

· Students will receive a copy of the sectional rotation each marking pd. A copy of the music sectional guidelines is included with this handbook. A “make-up” sectional is included in the rotation if you have to miss your sectional due to testing, app’ts., assemblies, etc.
· Everyone will have an assigned storage “cubbie” for his or her instrument. Please do not keep instruments in lockers or other places in the school. Only students who play in the band or orchestra should be in the storage room. This is not a social area!
· Students should have a nametag for their instrument and are expected to have a set of replacement strings in the case.  (except for school-owned cello/ basses.) Strings will not be provided by school instructors unless it’s an emergency (like right before a concert.) We can give you catalogs/websites for economical string purchases.
· All students will receive a folder of music which is to be returned in the folder in good condition at the end of the concert season. You will be charged for lost or damaged original music. Please keep the music in the folder—removing individual pieces is how it gets lost!

· String ensemble is selected by audition and/or teacher recommendation. This group plays more challenging music, may perform occasionally outside of school and is recommended for students who study privately. String ensemble members from last year who wish to remain in the group do not need to re-audition. Some after-school rehearsal time is required. Quartet/chamber groups will meet as sectionals within the rotation and will not meet during a Pd. 9.
Grading and Attendance Policies

· String students receive an O, S, N or U  on the school report card based on attendance, individual playing in sectionals and behavior during rehearsals and sectionals. Playing tests will be heard twice a year (late fall and spring) to evaluate student progress and determine orchestra seating for the upcoming concert. PLEASE NOTE: PLAYING TEST RESULTS AND TEACHERS’ DECISIONS ARE FINAL. “CHAIR CHALLENGES” ARE NOT AN OPTION AT THIS LEVEL. Instructors wish to emphasize positive musical growth and improvement rather than competition for this age group. 
· Students who are unable to attend a scheduled major performance (holiday or spring) due to a personal scheduling conflict, family commitment, vacation or for any reason other than illness or emergency will be expected to notify instructors immediately. (Please note concert dates included with this info.) Those students will also be expected to submit a 3-page written paper on a topic chosen by the instructor relevant to the music being played in that performance no 
later than one week after the scheduled concert.  This policy applies only to situations where prior notice is given that the child cannot attend and does not pertain to situations where the child is ill or there is a legitimate emergency.

· Any student who does not attend a scheduled performance (including in-school assemblies) will receive a U for that marking pd.  (exceptions would be illness, family emergency and information above.) A student who has 3 or more unexcused absences from sectionals or rehearsals will receive a U for the 9 week pd. (A gentle reminder that a “U” in a special subject like strings can keep you off the honor roll.)
·  8th grade strings registered for the high school orchestra are expected to play for graduation with the high school orchestra as part of their required concert performances. Date will be given to students as soon as it becomes available.
· Students with a failing strings grade or with any major academic concerns will not be permitted to go on the end of year 7th and 8th grade music dept. trip.
· Information will be placed on Mrs. Moul’s Moodle site and e-mailed to you. The middle school orchestra website is no longer active. Mrs. Moul will be in the middle school all day on Day 1 and Day 2 and in the afternoon of Day 3. Mr. Diehl will assist with orchestra on day 2 pd. 9 and the sectional on day 3 pd. 8. Mrs. Moul’s extension is 2264, Mr. Diehl’s is 3280.

· Included in this packet are 4 “rehearsal passes”, one for each marking pd. You may use them to be excused from a rehearsal (except a dress rehearsal before a concert) for any reason you choose. However, the pass must be signed by the teacher supervising the activity and must be presented in the morning the day of the rehearsal .They are not transferable and if you lose them, you’ve lost that privilege.
Guidelines for Music Sectionals
· Students should report directly to their band, chorus or orchestra sectional as per the schedule distributed to students and staff.

· Students will not miss more than 1 class a week for a sectional. Make-up sectionals will be available Pd. 9 for students in more than 1 musical group.

· The period in which the student should report will rotate throughout the schedule. For example the first week they will come pd.1, next week pd. 2 etc.

· Students are responsible for reporting to sectionals at the appropriate time and will not be called or reminded. Missing sectionals will result in a grade reduction.

· Students will be expected to remind teachers ahead of time (preferably during AM homeroom) when they will be missing class to attend sectionals. 

· All students and teachers will have a sectional schedule which will be updated as needed along with a list of students in each group. Music staff will be responsible for promptly updating any adds/drops in their groups. Schedules will be posted outside of music rooms, and communicated to students weekly. 

· All students are required to make up or turn in any missed work or assignments. NO EXCUSES! Homework assignments should be turned in during AM homeroom time. Students are responsible for any missed work in their music sectionals if they cannot attend for any reason.

· Teachers will notify the music staff if there are any students abusing the system or not turning in work. Any student earning less than a “C” in a class will not be excused from that class to attend sectionals.  Please notify music staff if this situation occurs.

· Students who have a major assessment, benchmark or standardized test should remain in class to take the test. Students should see music instructors prior to the test pd. regarding an alternate time for their sectional that week.

· “Double majors” will alternate weeks. For example, if a student is in chorus and band, week 1 they would go to chorus sectional and attend the make-up session on day 2 pd. 9 for band, week 2 they would go to their band sectional. “Triple majors” will be dealt with on an individual basis and may be receiving instruction during the 7:20 time slot.

· Students should report to sectionals even if they forget their instrument or music just as they would be expected to attend class whether or not they have forgotten materials.

· It is essential that open communication is maintained throughout the year between classroom teachers and music staff.

Orchestra Dates

Late Nov./early Dec. – fall playing tests; specific dates and info TBA.

Sun. Dec.5 – STRING ENSEMBLE ONLY – Concert @ Otterbein United Methodist Church, School St. in Spry, 7 PM: 

Tues. Dec. 7 – Orchestra/Band/Chorus holiday concert – HS aud., 7:30 PM.  
Includes all string students;

Tues. Dec. 14 – Ensemble/quartets play for Golden Agers’ luncheon, MS Café;

Early May – spring playing tests

Thurs. May 5 – Strings Festival, 7:00 pm, MS gym, STRING ENSEMBLE ONLY.
Thurs. May 26 – Middle School Orchestra Concert, HS aud., 7:30 pm (All Strings)
Early June – 8th grade strings play for graduation; (exact date/time TBA)

Please note: String ensemble may perform outside of school (mall, churches, etc.) if opportunities are available. Plenty of advance notice will be given.

Performance Dress Code: Black pants/skirts, white shirts/blouses with sleeves; 

Ties for guys; Dress shoes; please avoid jeans, T-shirts, shorts, casual footwear including flip-flops.

Students using school-owned cellos and basses:

The school has spent thousands of dollars to provide and maintain these instruments to accommodate large instrument transportation problems. You will be assigned a specific cello or bass that is equipped with bow, rock stop and rosin. If any of these items are lost or damaged, students are responsible for replacement/repair costs. THESE INSTRUMENTS ARE FOR IN-SCHOOL USE ONLY AND ARE NOT TO BE TAKEN HOME UNLESS SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE WITH INSTRUCTORS.  (Students who use school-owned instruments will be provided with an updated contract.) 

Orchestra Passes

May be used once each marking period to be excused from a pd. 9 orchestra rehearsal.  (not a dress rehearsal before a concert.)

Must be signed by the teacher supervising the activity and be presented before the rehearsal.

May not be given to another student.  Lost passes will not be replaced.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1st Marking Pd. Orchestra Rehearsal Pass

Name ________________________________________________________________will miss rehearsal on _____________________________for__________________________________.

Teacher signature_____________________________________________________________.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2nd Marking Pd. Orchestra Rehearsal Pass

Name ________________________________________________________________will miss rehearsal on _____________________________for__________________________________.

Teacher signature_____________________________________________________________.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3rd Marking Pd. Orchestra Rehearsal Pass

Name ________________________________________________________________will miss rehearsal on _____________________________for__________________________________.

Teacher signature_____________________________________________________________.

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4th Marking Pd. Orchestra Rehearsal Pass

Name ________________________________________________________________will miss rehearsal on _____________________________for__________________________________.

Teacher signature_____________________________________________________________.

Student Information Sheet

Please print clearly, esp. e-mail address – thank you
Name___________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian__________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Home phone_____________________Daytime/work phone_______________________

E-mail __________________________________________________________

Homeroom#______________Team_________________Instrument_________________

Homeroom teacher________________________________________________________

Private teacher____________________________________________________________

Other instruments you play__________________________________________________

Other pd. 9 activities and/or sports requiring early dismissals________________________________________________________________

We have read the information included in this hand-out. We are aware of concert dates and understand the policies regarding attendance and grading. My child is responsible for practicing, reporting to sectionals and rehearsals at the appropriate time with instrument and music and participating in scheduled concerts. We understand that Pd. 9 rehearsals are reserved as classes for string students, take precedence over homeroom activities, extra-curricular meetings, study hall etc. and are not to be used for make-up work unless special arrangements are made with instructors.

Student signature________________________________________________________

Parent/guardian signature_________________________________________________

Date___________________________________________________________________

Please note: Forms must be returned by Fri. Sept. 24. Students who do not return forms will have report card grade lowered.

