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27. The Life Cycle of a Gymnosperm
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28. The Life Cycle of an Angiosperm
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Warm-blooded Plants

The ability to maintain a constant body temperature—being warm-blooded—is a distinct.
advantage for modern birds and mammals. It is not a characteristic of lower animals, certainly not

one expected in plants.

Surprisingly, research has shown that a common North American plant, skunk cabbage, can
maintain a body temperature as much as 60 degrees higher than the immediate environment.

Houw is this possible? How would this serve the plant?

Thesc are the kinds of questions such discoveries usually engender.

By conducting respiration at an incredible rate, skunk cabbage appears to be able to keep a
temperature of 70° even when growing through spring snows in the Northeast.




“And now we’re going to play she-loves-me,
she-loves-me-nott”




