Comprehension Ideas
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1. Create a story map when your child is finished reading a story.  The student should be able to tell you characters, setting, problem, solution and events in the story.

2. Make a prediction based upon the picture on the cover and have your child read to see if the prediction comes true.  In a chapter book, the child could make a prediction at each chapter.

3. Play a tic-tac-toe comprehension game.  The questions are in the pockets and the child needs to get three questions right to win.

4. Make puppets or masks of the characters in the story and act out the story after it is read (Good to develop fluency also).

5. For non-fiction, read the passage ahead of time and give your child a true/false quiz on the material with some questions being true and some being false.  The child will take the quiz and then read to find out if he/she was right.

6. Read similar books or books with the same characters and talk about how the books or the actions of the characters were similar and different.

7. Discuss with your child how this book relates to his/her life and any similarities between the character’s life and the child’s life.

8. When using non-fiction, make a chart of what your child already knows about the topic and what he/she wishes to learn.  Then, read the book and have the child tell you any new things he/she has learned.

