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Performing Arts


In today’s society, entertainment has a huge impact on the way we live our lives, and it also shapes our culture. Performances are put on daily to please the public, and advertisements are broadcasted constantly to help people live a happier life by showing a wide selection of products.  Behind your favorite television show, is a cast that has put hours of labor in to make a certain scenario become “real.” Performances date back to the 500 BC’s with poetic competitions in Greece (“Performing Arts Timeline”). Today, the performing arts industry is full of many different talents and occupations. As for my future, I have narrowed it down to acting, modeling, and dancing. My childhood drew me to the performing arts industry; as a young child, I participated in dance and acting lessons, as well as modeling as a hobby. Acting, modeling, and dancing are not consistently full-time occupations. They require the process of auditioning to book a job. This industry is a great example of high worker autonomy, which is success when a worker achieves it by working with himself, and always with another group of people. The performing arts industry is an example of high worker autonomy because it is an individual auditioning and fighting to book himself a job. Working in the performing arts industry is “like playing the lottery; you’re hoping to win and earn a living” (Nugent, Mitch). What attracts me the most to this industry is its uniqueness. Every job or photo shoot one books is different; you’re not going through the same routine daily throughout your working career. 


One of the most important aspects of a future occupation is the necessary educational background. Even though many believe a college education for aspiring actors, models, and dancers is not needed, it is recommended. Many aspiring actors go for a bachelor’s degree and study subjects such as radio and television broadcasting, communications, theater, and dramatic literature (Actors, Producers, and Directors). People with no degrees or background training will always show up to the same audition as you, however today, casting agents are now wanting degrees and formal training (Nugent, Mitch). For dancers, training starts earlier during childhood years with classical technique training. Bachelor degrees in dance are offered and many aspiring professional dancers study courses in their specific dance styles, along with dance composition and movement analysis (Dancers and Choreographers). Many dancers stop their career in their late thirties because of physical body conditions (Dancers and Choreographers). A college degree is not required to become a professional dancer; however, most complete further education for careers after dancing (Dancers and Choreographers). On the contrary, modeling does not require further education as acting and dancing. In the modeling aspect of it all, it is very much about experience, personality, and your look (Nugent, Diana).


A performance is the finished product of an idea and rehearsing that idea in front of no audience. To perfect one’s performance, it takes many unique and challenging qualities. For acting, dancing, and modeling, you need to be able to work well with other people, as you will be working with a cast or crew on almost every job. When acting in a movie, television show, or play, an important quality is confidence. To make the audience believe what you are performing, you need to learn to “put yourself out there” (Nugent, Mitch). The most important quality for a future actor is talent, and from talent blooms creativity (Actors, Producers, and Directors). Actors are working under constant pressure from not only their director, but also the other actors they are working with which proves how intense the competition of work is. From an ethical standpoint, one needs to go about their work in a fair, but competitive manner. You will not receive a good reputation in this industry by stepping on others to get yourself to the top.  In the dance world, passion is an important and necessary quality one needs to show, along with confidence (Pergament). If you do not have passion and devotion to your dance, the audience will see a flat and weak performance. Flexibility, strength, and endurance are also major qualities needed for a dancer to dance technically correct to her fullest ability (Pergament). A model’s qualities are a very controversial subject in terms of weight and body image according to the leaders of the modeling business. Depending on the job booked, you will need a different “look” or personality, and a model needs the ability to adapt and create that image.  To shine at a photo shoot, a model needs to be photogenic by knowing how their body moves in different, confident ways (Nugent, Diana). “Taking risks will also help you achieve success in the modeling industry” (Nugent, Diana).


To be successful in the performing arts industry, one needs to be comfortable with having a different task thrown at you every day, which requires decision making and flexibility. Both actors and dancer’s work environments consists of hours of tough rehearsals, and a performance at night. On weekends, there tends to be two or three performances a day (Dancers and Choreographers). Once the run of the performance or the season of a television show is complete, one is responsible to repeat the process when under contract. Models have an even more complex work environment. One day you may have a photo shoot for a designer clothing line and the next could be a runway show; “you never have the same thing twice” (Nugent, Diana). With the erratic schedules comes much doubt in these careers. The performing arts industry is full of rejection and critique, which often causes questions of integrity and doubt” (Nugent, Diana).


The issue of money is difficult, but is a crucial process for actors, dancers, and models to consider. Many times, one will be paid based on the type of job completed. When actors struggle to find work, they apply to be extras, or go into teaching drama (Actors and Choreographers). Dancers on tour or that are members of a dance company make a constant amount for the specific tours or companies. Other times, they are covered by contracts for certain performances. In the modeling industry, it is a little easier to earn money if one has experience and reputation according to the casting director. Females usually earn more money than male models for similar jobs (Demonstrators, Product Promoters, and Models). Most models are signed with an agency that takes anywhere from fifteen to twenty percent of the model’s profit for a specific job booking (Demonstrators, Product Providers, and Models). Agencies take the profit because they find the model photo shoots, runway shows, and other work. Models also sometimes receive clothing or discounts regarding the business they model for (Demonstrators, Product Providers, and Models). 


Occupations are constantly changing, and the performing arts opportunities are no different. Over the last thirty years, the media has been involved more and more with the advertisement of future movies, dance concerts, and fashion shows (Performing Arts Timeline). The employment change for actors is supposed to grow eleven percent in the 2006-2016 decade (Actors, Producers, and Directors). As reputations and advancements in box office sales grow, one will be booked for bigger and more successful productions (Actors, Producers, and Directors). The employment change for dancers is supposed to grow only six percent in the 2006-2016 decade (Dancers and Choreographers). High-end professional company performances will not be affected, but for smaller, local companies, they will have a harder time selling tickets, due to the price (Dancers and Choreographers). The employment change for models is expected to grow ten percent in the 2006-2016 decade (Demonstrators, Product Providers, and Models). Because of the increase, the number of jobs of models used for fashion runway shows, and photo shoots to advertise designer clothing will increase. 


To summarize, the performing arts industry is made up of passion, confidence, and talent in oneself to influence the minds of their audience. Acting, dancing, and modeling is more than just a hobby, it’s a lifestyle and an occupation. Bachelor degrees are recommended to go far in this industry, especially in acting and dance. Working well with others, confidence in you and your work, and patience are all important qualities required for this industry. Actors, dancers, and models are constantly handed different types of work, and they rarely have the same job twice. Because of this, their salaries vary as well. This can often be stressful, but workers in this industry are incredible risk takers who manage shows, auditions, and other requirements to make ends meet. In the next decade, employment opportunities are expected to increase in acting, dancing, and modeling, which will offer a higher number of auditions and bookings to attend. The performing arts industry has some disadvantages, for example, rejection and criticism. However, the passion I have for this industry overrides all the doubts that could ever run through my mind. 
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