The Fall of France
In early 1940, two million French troops and 250,000 British troops gathered along the Maginot Line ( a line of fortifications facing Germany from the Begian to Swiss borders ) anticipating a German attack.

· These forces are expecting Germany to invade France from the east.  Hitler had other plans.

· On May 10th the German army struck Holland and Belgium.

· On May 14th the Luftwaffe bombed Rotterdam and Holland collapsed.

· In mid May the German army tears huge holes in the French defenses and French and British forces retreat from the cities of Antwerp and Brussels.

· Following a brief halt a segment of the German army turns North and drives toward the English Channel.

· Retreating Allied troops become trapped with the English Channel to their backs.

· Between May 26th and June 4th, some 340,000 men will be rescued on some 900 ships from Dunkirk.  In the process virtually all of their equipment will be lost.  The evacuee’s were British, French and Belgium soldiers.  The events at Dunkirk are considered one of the greatest rescues in the history of warfare.
· Following Dunkirk, the German army drives South.  Paris is soon occupied and France falls by June 22nd.

Britain is now alone!

The German army had overrun Luxemboug in a day, the Netherlands in five days, and Belgium in less than three weeks.

The southern region of France which was not occupied became a known as “Vichy France”.  This area adopted a policy of “collaboration” or close cooperation with Germany.
“Free France” became a government in exile, operating from London.  It continued to struggle against the Axis from bases in Britain and Africa.

The “French Resistance” was an underground movement within France.  It resisted German control by sabotaging German operations in occupied France.
