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Read and discuss the first two sections (through the end of "Acts of Forgiveness") of the article "Gerald Ford, 38th President, Dies at 93" (http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20061228thursday.html), focusing on the following questions:

1.   What unusual circumstances led to Gerald Ford's promotion to the presidency? 

2.   What challenges did he face upon becoming president? 

3.   Why was his decision to pardon President Nixon controversial? 

4.   What statement(s) did he make to defend his decision? 

5.   Why is the statement "I am a Ford, not a Lincoln" play on words? 

6.   Why might Mr. Ford's request for leniency for draft resisters be considered an act of     courage?
 
7.   What action or event constitutes the key element of his legacy, and why? 

8.   How and why might the passage of time have affected the public's perspective on Mr. Ford's decisions during his presidency? 

9.   Why might the metaphor of the "clumsy president" have been applied to Mr. Ford, literally and figuratively? 

10.   Mr. Ford is quoted as saying, "I think it's progress that the presidency has been humanized." What do you think about that statement, and how did it apply to his actions in office? 

