U.S. History II

World War II Poster Activity
Objective: to interpret the meaning behind authentic World War II posters

Background:

1. Before Pearl Harbor America was just beginning to emerge from the Great Depression.

2. Although Nazi and Japanese atrocities were well documented, at the time many Americans believed the U.S. should follow an isolationist policy and stay out of the war.

3. After Pearl Harbor most Americans played a role in the war effort. Most young men either volunteered or were drafted into the army, while everyone else was involved in the rationing of goods or working in industry to create war supplies and weapons.

Assignment: 
1. Choose 2 posters from web sites listed below. Posters should be printed (5 points) and included in your assignment. Poster may deal with recruitment, rationing, overall patriotism, or any other topic concerning the war.
2. Answer the following questions for each poster
1. How does the illustration on the poster deliver the message in or of itself? (3 points each)

2. What actions or ideas do the words ask the observer to take or share?


(2 points each )

3. How does color play a role in conveying the message? (2 points each)
4. What feelings did the poster engender within those who observed it? (3 points each)
You may use the any of the following web sites to choose your posters:

http://www.edu.pe.ca/birchwood/quest/posters.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/powers_of_persuasion_intro.html
http://trumanlibrary.org/museum/posters/index.html
http://americanhistory.si.edu/victory/
http://www.pbs.org/thewar/media_gallery.php
