Chicago, Peace Movement and Memphis
Chicago Campaign
Following his stunning conquests in Selma, Dr. King focused his attention on racism, segregation and discrimination in the North.  He began his crusade in Chicago.
In the South the villains were in the form of the Jim Clark’s and Bull Connor’s of the world. In Chicago the villains were faceless.  They were banks, insurance companies, real estate agents, white landlords.
He was taking on De facto Segregation
King spoke to a crowd of 35,000 at Soldier Field and then led a march to City Hall.  Once there he expressed his demands:

· Public school integration

· Increasing the budget for schools

· Expanding mass transit

· Building cheap public housing

· Support for black banks

Two days after the march in July of 1966 rioting broke out for three days and nights.  King had difficulty as a he pled with the young rioters to stop.

Following the riots King led many marches through white neighborhoods in the Chicago area – during several he was physically attacked.

Chicago’s Mayor Daley eventually agreed to discuss King’s demands.  Daley made promises but most were never kept.  Seeds of change were planted but would be a long time coming. 

At the time the Chicago campaign was viewed as a defeat for Dr. King and SCLC.

Peace Movement

On April 4, 1967, exactly one year prior to his death King delivered his first speech against the war in Vietnam.

“not only was the war in Vietnam diverting resources from ending poverty and injustice at home, it was sending young black men eight thousand miles away to guarantee liberties in Southeast Asia which they had not yet found in Southwest Georgia and East Harlem”

King received great criticism from far and wide for advocating a marriage between the civil rights and peace movements.

President Johnson who provided key support to the Civil Rights Movement felt betrayed by King.
He was criticized by every major newspaper and magazine in America for his position on the war.

Poor People’s Campaign

In February of 1968 King became immersed in the Poor People’s Campaign. 

This campaign would launch the third phase of King’s evolution – from civil rights activist, to antiwar activist, to championing a bill of rights for the disadvantaged.
One aspect of this most recent campaign was a Second March on Washington.

In February of 1968 Sanitation workers in Memphis TN went on strike.

In March, King led a march of 6,000 Tenneseans in Memphis.  For the first time ever – King’s march went out of control.  Young blacks began looting and rioting in the streets.

King feared that public opinion would be that if he couldn’t lead a peaceful march in Memphis then he couldn’t be trusted to lead one in Washington D.C.  He vowed that he would return to Memphis and lead a peaceful march.

He returned on April 3, 1968 and delivered his last and most haunting speech.

“I’ve seen the promised land.  And I may not get there with you.  But I want you to know tonight that we, as a people,  will get to the promised land.  And I’m happy tonight. I’m not worried about anything….Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”

Assassination

When: April 8, 1968

Where: Balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis TN

He was 39 years old

Assassinated by James Earl Ray (an escaped convict)

Dr. King was buried in Atlanta, GA

There are many questions as to whether James Earl Ray was responsible for King’s death.  

Loyd Jowers a Memphis restaurant owner was also implicated.
