Selma to Montgomery (1965)
In 1965 SNCC and local activists intensified their efforts to register black voters in Selma Alabama.  The Selma to Montgomery marches that followed marked an emotional peak in the Civil Rights movement.

The voting patterns of African Americans in Alabama was very similar to that discussed in Mississippi. In Dallas County, AL, there were approx 15,000 African Americans over 21, but only 130 were registered to vote.

The behavior of local government officials in Selma AL was similar to that of government officials in Birmingham.  There were beatings, arrests and intimidation.

Sheriff Jim Clark was just as controversial as Bull Connor.  He was notorious for the use of electric cattle prods as he moved protesters and those trying to register to vote.

The Selma Voting Rights movement officially began in Feb. of 1965 when Dr. King delivered a speech at Little Brown Chapel.

On February 18, 1965, an Alabama State Trooper, corporal James Bonard Fowler, shot Jimmie Lee Jackson as he tried to protect his mother and grandfather in a café to which they had fled while being attacked by troopers during a nighttime civil rights demonstration in Marion, the county seat of Perry County. Jackson died eight days later, of an infection resulting from the gunshot wound, at Selma's Good Samaritan Hospital.
The First March, "Bloody Sunday"
The first of the planned marches from Selma to the capital in Montgomery was led by John Lewis and Hosea Williams.  They attempted to carry out the march even though they were ordered not to by Gov. George Wallace.

When the group (600) reached the Edmund Pettus Bridge they were attacked by state and local police officers.  Many were knocked to the ground and beaten with nightsticks. Another detachment of troopers fired tear gas. Mounted troopers charged the crowd on horseback.
Brutal televised images of the attack, which presented people with horrifying images of marchers left bloodied and severely injured, roused support for the U.S. civil rights movement. Amelia Boynton was beaten and gassed nearly to death; her photo appeared on the front page of newspapers and news magazines around the world. Seventeen marchers were hospitalized, leading to the naming of the day "Bloody Sunday"
The Second March

On March 9, Dr. King led about 2,500 marchers out to the Edmund Pettus Bridge and held a short prayer session before turning the marchers back around, thereby obeying the court order preventing them from marching all the way to Montgomery. But only the SCLC leaders were told of this plan in advance, causing confusion and consternation among many marchers, including those who had traveled long distances to participate and put their bodies on the line in nonviolent opposition to police brutality. King asked them to remain in Selma for another attempt at the march once the injunction was lifted.

That evening, three white ministers who had come for the march were attacked and beaten with clubs in front of the Silver Moon Café, a hangout for segregationist whites. The worst injured was James Reeb, a white Unitarian Universalist minister from Boston. Reeb died on Thursday, March 11 at University Hospital with his wife by his side.
The Third March

The five-day, four-night march began on March 21, and covered a 54-mile (87 km) route along U.S. Route 80 (in Alabama known as the "Jefferson Davis Highway"). Protected by 2,000 soldiers of the U.S. Army, 1,900 members of the Alabama National Guard under Federal command, and many FBI agents and Federal Marshals, the marchers averaged ten miles (16 km) a day and arrived in Montgomery on the 24th, and the Alabama Capitol building on the 25th.

On Thursday, March 25, 25,000 people marched from St. Jude to the steps of the State Capitol Building where King delivered the speech "How Long, Not Long." "The end we seek," King told the crowd, "is a society at peace with itself, a society that can live with its conscience. ... I know you are asking today, How long will it take? I come to say to you this afternoon however difficult the moment, however frustrating the hour, it will not be long."
Later that night, Viola Liuzzo, a white mother of five from Detroit who had come to Alabama to support voting rights for blacks, was assassinated by Ku Klux Klan members while she was ferrying marchers back to Selma from Montgomery. Among the Klansmen in the car from which the shots were fired was FBI informant Gary Rowe.  

Historical Impact

The marches drastically shifted public opinion about the Civil Rights movement as a whole. The images of Alabama law enforcement beating the nonviolent protesters were shown all over the country and the world by the television networks and newspapers. 
The marches also had a powerful effect in Washington. After witnessing TV coverage of "Bloody Sunday," In the aftermath of Bloody Sunday, Johnson presented a bill to a joint session of Congress. The bill itself would later pass and become the Voting Rights Act. Johnson's speech in front of Congress was considered to be a watershed moment for the civil rights movement; Johnson even used the movement's most famous slogan "We shall overcome".
