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Course Description:  This required course is designed to meet the needs of all students entering grade nine.  It includes an intensive study of grammar and examines various literary genres including the short story, novel, drama, and poetry.  Proper usage of grammar will be correlated with Process Writing composition skills.  Students will be assigned to the next year's level based on their academic performance and teacher recommendations.
Objectives and Goals:

· To examine various aspects of literature, writing, and language

· To develop and produce more concise writing, thinking, and study skills

· To analyze the role that reading, writing, and communication will play in our everyday lives
Literature:  

· Short stories and poetry from Adventures in Reading (Pegasus Edition)
· The Pigman by Paul Zindel
· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

· A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
Language Study:
Grammar review and refinement


Vocabulary Building


-Parts of Speech



Composition Skills


-Parts of the Sentence




-Descriptive


-Phrases and Clauses




-Narrative


-Punctuation





-Informative
-Pronoun Usage




-Persuasive

-Verb Usage


-Agreement


-Modifiers

Life Skills:
· Communication Skills


· Participation
· Presentations
· Plays

Course Requirements: (course requirements must be completed satisfactorily in order to pass the course)

· Romeo and Juliet writing assignment

· Mid-term exam, including fall writing assessment

· Final exam, including spring writing assessment
DAHS English Department Plagiarism Policy: 
Plagiarism is defined as intentionally or unintentionally presenting the words, ideas, or work of someone else as one’s own.  Plagiarism is most obvious when a student tries to pass off someone else’s paper as his or her own; however, even accidentally including someone else's words (or just the ideas) in one’s own paper without quotation marks and citing that quotation (or citing the ideas) is plagiarism.

For several important reasons, students must reference the original work and its author in their writing whenever they do any of the following: 

· copy another person's exact words; 

· paraphrase or summarize someone else's ideas; or 

· present facts, statistics, or any other item developed by another individual. 

 

Here are some reasons why we must cite our sources:   Effectively using source material from experts, along with one’s own ideas, and accurately citing that expert and his or her material help to lend support to the arguments in the student’s paper and credibility to that student’s reputation as someone who is trying to find the truth.  Additionally, providing complete references enables readers who are interested in that student’s topic to find out more about his or her research.  Finally, just as anyone would expect to receive credit for his or her work, authors expect and deserve credit for theirs.

 

Consequences:  Any major paper that includes plagiarism of another’s work will automatically receive a grade of zero (0).  That paper then must be redone to satisfy the requirements for that course.  If the paper is not redone, that student may automatically fail the entire marking period or the entire course.

 

If plagiarism is discovered in a minor assignment, the student will earn a zero (0), and the student may be given the option to redo the assignment at the teacher’s discretion.
