Mississippi: Is This America?
“No state in the country has a record that approaches Mississippi with respect to intolerance, lynchings, murder, brutality and racial hatred”.

· Roy Wilkins, NAACP

Medgar Evers
· Evers was an officer in the Mississippi branch of the NAACP

· Had organized a series of boycotts against downtown businesses in Jackson Mississippi as part of the fight against segregation.

· He was murdered in his own driveway in 1963.

· A significant martyr in the movement.

· His murder prompted the emergence of a statewide voter registration drive.

In some Mississippi counties blacks outnumbered whites 4 to 1, however in those counties no blacks were permitted to vote.

Why?  What were whites afraid of?

Tools used to prevent African Americans from voting:

· Literacy Tests

· Poll Taxes

· Grandfather clauses

· White Primaries

· Terror and Intimidation/Evicted from the plantations (sharecroppers)

Freedom Summer

· An interracial campaign to register black Mississippians to vote

· Led/orchestrated by Bob Moses (SNCC)
· Participated in by CORE and SNCC
· Included thousands of white college students from the North who headed to Mississippi as volunteers

· Would counter decades of injustice with law, education and the ballot
· Involved the creation of 41 “Freedom Schools”
· Was a Peace Corps type effort
· Involved teachers, nurses, artists and legal advisors
· Attempted to raise awareness to people throughout the country of the need for massive federal intervention to ensure voting rights for African Americans.

Chaney, Schwerner and Goodman
· An interracial group
· Three young civil rights workers went missing for 44 days
· Their disappearance became national news

· FBI informants provided info related to their disappearance.

· Their bodies were discovered in August of 1964 (had been shot to death)

· The state of Mississippi did not file any charges

· 7 whites were convicted of violating the civil rights of the three young men

· In 2005, 41 years after the murders, a Klansman was finally convicted for his role in the murders.  His name was Edgar Ray “Preacher” Killen – he was 91 years old.

MFDP – Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

African Americans in Mississippi wanted and struggled to gain a voice in the Democratic Party.  This struggle resulted in an open confrontation between the MFDP and President Johnson and the leadership of the Demoocratic party at the 1964 Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City during the summer of 1964. 

· The MFDP was formed as an alternative to the official but all white Mississippi Democratic Party.

· Mississippi’s delegation at the convention consisted of only white members

· The MFDP wanted the conventions leaders to replace the existing Mississippi delegation.

· The MFDP was led by Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer

· Johnson offered the group 2 seats at the convention

· Hamer – “We didn’t come all this way for no two seats”

· It is key in that African Americans were attempting to exercise a political voice at the national level.
