Civil Rights Act of 1964
After the March on Washington the Civil Rights bill was no closer to being passed. Three months later President Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas. New President Lyndon B. Johnson, a Washington veteran, was finally able to use his years of experience and a few political I-owe-you to pass the bill. In his first public address as President, he spoke to Congress and the nation about honoring the memory of the former President Kennedy by passing the Civil Rights bill. He also promised African Americans that he would see to it that the measure was passed. 

Johnson refused to waiver with Congress and accept a Civil Rights bill that had been altered or weakened. The measure passed in the House of Representative, but it got held up in the Senate. Opponents of the bill in the Senate started a filibuster. With the filibuster they exercised the ability to debate day and night for an unlimited amount of days. In an attempt to persuade the passing of the bill, Johnson sought out the help of a former colleague and Republican minority leader, Everett Dirksen. Dirksen put forth a procedure called cloture to end debate and bring forth a vote. The filibuster was soon ended and the bill was passed. 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 included changes in several different areas. 
The main goal of the bill was to guarantee a greater sense of equality to everyone. However it also had its shortcomings. Although it tired to protect voting rights it did very little to carry through with that promise. Literacy tests, grandfather clauses, and poll taxes used in the South to block the African American populations of the south from casting their votes were continuing to be implemented and exercised. It became very oblivious that there would be no kind of meaningful change in the South or America as a whole without the African American vote. Civil rights leaders and African Americans quickly began calling for a strong measure to ensure the black vote. 
