Brown v Board of Education of Topeka Kansas
Key Players

· Oliver Brown
· Linda Brown
· Thurgood Marshall: NAACP attorney 
· Earl Warren: Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court
This case was grouped together with three others that were being tried at the same time.  The cases were tried as a group under the name of Brown v Board of Education of Topeka Kansas.

Three cases tried in 1950 chipped away at the separate but equal doctrine.

· Sweatt: equality involved more than physical characteristics
· McLaurin: black students in state universities could not be segregated
· Henderson: RR dining car segregation was banned
In 1953 Chief Justice Fred Vinson died.  Pres. Eisenhower appointed Earl Warren to replace him.  His leadership transformed America’s approach to:

· Racial Equality
· Criminal Justice
· Free Expression
Warren was able to achieve a consensus among the nine members of the Supreme Court.

The ruling declared segregation in the area of public education to be unconstitutional.  The reason for this was in effect:  To segregate children on the basis of race creates a feeling of inferiority among black children that will have a lasting and negative impact.

The case really had two key components:

· Segregation had no place in public education
· Remedy:  Desegregate with all deliberate speed
The Lower South refused to follow the directive handed down by the Supreme Court.

More the 100 U.S. Senators signed the Southern Manifesto:  A document criticizing the Brown decision.  They promised to use all lawful means to bring about its reversal.  Only three Southern Senators refused to sign. (Johnson, Gore, Kefauver)

This set the stage or a dramatic standoff in Little Rock Arkansas

Little Rock: 1957

In 1955 the Supreme Court handed down a ruling indicated that public schools who had not already done so, needed to desegregate with all deliberate speed.

· Many schools had already done so

· The lower south continued to hold out

In Sept, 1957, Arkansas Governor Orville Faubus  placed 270 National Guardsmen outside Little Rock’s Cental High School to prevent nine black students from entering.

The children tried to enter but were turned away.

· A Federal District Court ordered Faubus to allow the children to enter.  The Governor withdrew the soldiers.  The children were left to defend themselves against an angry crowd.

· Pres. Eisenhower then ordered the 101st Airborne to Little Rock (1100 men).  He also placed the state’s guard under federal control.

· This marked the first time since Reconstruction that U.S. soldiers were in the South to protect the rights of blacks.

· Why did Eisenhower act?  Federal laws needed to be upheld.

· Troops stayed until the end of the school year.

This event demonstrated that the Civil Rights Movement was going to need the full support of the federal government.  When the Supreme Court interpreted the Constitution to promote Civil Rights the Executive Branch then needed to enforce that law.

