FIRST DECLENSION NOUNS AND THE USE OF CASES

DECLENSIONS:
 all Latin nouns have 10 case forms each, but the nouns fall into 5 large classes called DECLENSIONS.  All the nouns in the same Declension use the same set of endings.  The declension of a noun can be determined by looking at the 2 forms provided in the vocabulary list or glossary.  Look at the second of the two forms, the ending of that form determines declension.


First Declension:   porta, portae f.          –ae = first decl.


Second Declension: tribunus, tribuni m.  –I = 2nd decl.

            Third Declension: rex, regis m.               –is = 3rd decl.


Fourth Declension:  gradus, gradus m.    –us = 4th decl.

            Fifth Declension:  spes, spei f.                –ei = 5th decl.

GENDER: 
Every Latin noun has a GENDER assigned to it.  The Genders are Masculine, Feminine and Neuter.  Generally, nouns that describe feminine persons are feminine, nouns that describe masculine persons are masculine, but all other nouns are more or less randomly assigned a gender.  Every noun will have a gender marker (abbreviated m. f. or n.) on the vocabulary list, glossary or dictionary.  If a word does not have a gender marker, it is not a noun.  Gender will be most important when adjectives are introduced, because every adjective must agree with its noun in gender.

CASES

Each declension has a set of 10 endings attached to it.  Those endings match 5 grammatical categories called CASES, with Singular and Plural forms of each. The five basis cases are these:

NOMINATIVE: a noun is put into the nominative case if it is being used as the SUBJECT of the sentence, or PREDICATE NOUN.

GENITIVE: a noun is put into the genitive case if it is being used to show POSSESSION or any other use of the English preposition OF.

DATIVE: a noun is put into the dative case if it is being used for an INDIRECT OBJECT, or to express the English prepositions TO or FOR, except never in the sense of motion toward something.

ACCUSATIVE: a noun is put into the accusative case if it is the DIRECT OBJECT of the sentence, or is the OBJECT OF CERTAIN LATIN PREPOSITIONS

ABLATIVE: a noun is put into the ablative case if it is the OBJECT OF CERTAIN LATIN PREPOSITIONS or to express the idea of the English prepositions BY, WITH, IN or FROM in certain circumstances without a preposition.
ADDITIONAL CASES: there are two additional cases that must be mentioned, but which are only used in a limited fashion.

VOCATIVE: this case is used when a person is directly addressed.  In every declension except the 2nd, the vocative looks exactly the same as the nominative.

LOCATIVE: means IN or AT, but is only used with nouns that are the names of CITIES, TOWNS and SMALL ISLANDS

FORMS OF THE FIRST DECLENSION

If the second form given of a noun ends in the letters –AE , then the noun belongs to the first declension and uses the following set of endings to express the cases.

CASE


SINGULAR


PLURAL

NOMINATIVE
-A



-AE

GENITIVE

-AE



-ARUM

DATIVE

-AE



-IS

ACCUSATIVE
-AM



-AS

ABLATIVE

-A (long)


-IS

VOCATIVE

-A



-AE

LOCATIVE

-AE



-IS

EXAMPLE

CASE


SINGULAR


PLURAL

NOMINATIVE
Porta the gate


Portae  the gates

GENITIVE

Portae of the gate

Portarum of the gates

DATIVE

Portae for the gate

Portis for the gates

ACCUSATIVE
Portam
 the gate

Portas the gates

ABLATIVE

Porta
with the gate

Portis  with the gates

VOCATIVE

Porta Oh Gate


Portae Oh Gates

LOCATIVE

Romae
at Rome

Athenis  at Athens

