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The 11 Leadership Principles

	Purpose

This lesson explains and provides examples of the 11 leadership principles.


Introduction

For any group to be successful, an effective leader must guide it. As a potential MCJROTC leader, there are certain proven guidelines, or leadership principles, that will help you to be an effective leader. The implementation of the 11 leadership principles will give you the ability to earn the respect of your fellow cadets, both seniors and subordinates.

1. Self‑Knowledge and Improvement

The first and most important leadership principle is to “know yourself and to seek self‑improvement.” Successful leaders must be able to honestly evaluate themselves, realizing both personnel strengths and weaknesses. Individuals who rely on their strengths while ignoring their weaknesses cannot be successful leaders. They should continually work to improve their weaknesses, thus developing more strengths.

Not only can you discover your strengths and weaknesses through self‑evaluation, but also through evaluation by others. The objective opinions of your friends and superiors can help you further realize your true abilities.

After realizing your strengths and weaknesses, you should seek self‑improvement. Self‑improvement can be achieved through both study and observation. Study the causes for the success or failure of other leaders: Why did they succeed or fail? How can you avoid similar mistakes? How can you achieve similar successes? If you are able to identify a case where you have failed as a leader, make every effort to analyze that failure objectively and try to determine what you might have done to produce success. Never blame your failure on others or on the circumstances. It is a weakness if you fail to face your own shortcomings. Also, study and practice effective writing and speaking skills. By mastering such skills, you will be able to better communicate and understand commands.

Close observation of people will help you acquire a better understanding of human nature. With such knowledge, a leader can better determine the best way to deal with any given situation. A leader may deal with one situation in a firm, “hard stand” manner, while another situation may call for a “big brother” approach. The manner in which a leader leads varies from situation to situation.

Finally, it is necessary to set a definite goal or plan of self‑improvement. Establish what it is that you want to improve and how to go about it. For example, if you wanted to be able to give a successful speech, you could take a class in speech, read speeches given by prominent people, or attend and observe a speech given by a local official.

2. Be Technically and Tactically Proficient
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Before you can lead, you must be able to do the job, or “be technically and tactically proficient.” This is the second principle of leadership. Technical and tactical training can be gained through books, classroom instruction, or on‑the‑job training. Respect is the reward of the leader who is technically and tactically competent.

To develop this leadership principle as a cadet, you should first seek a well‑rounded education. Taking a variety of courses, practicing the principles set forth in MCJROTC, and studying and researching can contribute to increased technical and tactical knowledge. As a cadet, take every advantage of learning that your unit provides.

You can also increase your knowledge through association with capable leaders. Observe and study their actions. Through observation, you can further develop your technical and tactical knowledge and better understand how to apply that knowledge.

3. Know Your Subordinates

The third principle, “Know your subordinates,” is extremely important. You should know and understand the behavior of each subordinate in your unit and how they react in different situations. This knowledge can prevent future problems, while the lack of this knowledge could endanger the success of the unit. Knowledge of each unit member’s personality will enable you to decide whether close supervision is needed and when and to whom to delegate authority. A cadet who lacks self‑confidence and is nervous under stress should not be placed in a position in which a quick and decisive decision is needed.

As a leader, you should always place your unit’s welfare before your own. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., said that “the reward of a general is not a bigger tent ‑ but command.” This statement is pertinent to all leaders. It simply means that a leader’s reward is not luxuries such as a bigger tent, but command itself. It is important that you as a commander share the hardships of your unit.

You should concern yourself with your unit’s health and physical well‑being. Protect the health of your unit by supervising hygiene and sanitation. Provide sufficient recreational time and insist on participation.

You are also responsible for your unit’s mental well‑being. Be sure to quickly correct grievances and remove discontent. Try to keep in touch with the unit’s thoughts. You can do this by making yourself approachable to your subordinates. Make them feel free to come to you for counseling or advice.

4. Keep Your Subordinates Informed

It is impossible to accomplish a task efficiently without correct information. This brings us to the fourth principle, “Keep your subordinates informed.” To promote efficiency and morale, you must inform your subordinates of all happenings that will affect them and give reasons as to why things are to be done. (Of course, the conveyance of information is done when time and security permit.) When you keep your unit members informed, they feel they are a part of the team. Information will help them do their job intelligently and will also inspire initiative, enthusiasm, loyalty, and conviction.

A leader should use the chain of command to pass on information. Always be sure that your immediate subordinates are passing the necessary information correctly. This can be checked through frequent inspections. Be alert to rumors within your unit, and replace them with the truth. Rumors, or misinformation, can cause serious problems.

5. Set the Example

“Set the example” is principle number five. The attitude of “do as I say, not as I do” is NOT the manner in which a cadet should lead. As a leader, it is your responsibility to set standards for your unit by your personal example. This principle does not only apply when you are on duty, but also when you are off duty. If your personal standards are high, you can expect your cadets to also have high standards. Remember that leadership is set by example and that your cadets will reflect your image.

There are several techniques that can be used to apply this principle. First of all, set the example in personal appearance. Be physically fit, well‑groomed, and properly dressed. If you are sloppy in appearance, your superiors and subordinates will likely lose respect for you.

Second, set an example in your personal conduct. Conduct yourself in such a manner that your personal habits are not open to criticism. Display an outlook that is calm, confident, and optimistic in nature, because your attitude, directly affects your unit's attitude.

Third, set an example of performance. Show your unit that you are willing to do the same things that you ask of them. Share danger and hardship with your unit to demonstrate your willingness to assume your share of difficulties. All of these steps will help you acquire the respect, trust, and confidence of your unit.

6. Insure the Task Is Understood, Supervised, and Accomplished
The sixth principle, “Insure the task is understood, supervised, and accomplished,” is necessary in the exercise of command. You cannot expect your unit to perform if they do not know what is expected of them. This principle is applied in two ways: communication and supervision.

A leader must communicate with subordinates in a clear and concise manner. Talk on a level that your subordinates will be sure to understand.  Do not talk down to them, but if you talk at too high a level, they will not understand you. If you talk at a level too low, you will insult their intelligence. Communication should always be two‑way, thus giving your unit members a chance to ask questions and seek advice.

Supervision is also essential, for without supervision you cannot be sure that your orders will be properly executed. Under-supervision will possibly result in the incompletion or inaccuracy of a task. On the other hand, over-supervision hurts initiative and is viewed as harassment. Therefore, take thought and care in your supervision.
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7. Training Your Subordinates as a Team

“Training your subordinates as a team” is the seventh principle of leadership. It is the combination of all the unit members’ efforts that makes a unit successful. Teamwork applies to cadets both in and out of school. Even the most difficult tasks become easier to accomplish when teamwork is evident. Teamwork is a give‑and‑take situation in which the individuals give their best to the unit; and in turn, the unit provides individuals with security, recognition, and a sense of accomplishment.

As a leader, it is your responsibility to develop teamwork. To do this, you must train, challenge, test, correct, and encourage your entire unit. The hard work strengthens a unit, reduces problems, and is one of the best ways to develop teamwork, morale, and esprit de corps. To further develop teamwork emphasize the “buddy system” and encourage unit participation in recreational and school events.

8. Make Sound and Timely Decisions

The eighth principle of leadership is “Make sound and timely decisions.” Situations frequently call for quick and strong decision making. A leader must be able to rapidly evaluate a situation and make an accurate decision based on that evaluation. Hesitation and indecisiveness might not only cause the unit to fail in the accomplishment of a task, but also could lead to subordinates losing confidence. Loss of confidence, in turn, creates confusion and hesitation in a unit.

If you make a decision and discover that it is the wrong one, do not blame it on others or ignore it. Immediate correction of your mistake will help you to retain the respect of your unit. People do not respect leaders who bluff their way through poor decisions.

There are several steps that can be taken to develop this principle. Plan for situations that are foreseen and announce your decisions in time to allow your subordinates to be prepared. Also, consider the advice and suggestions of your subordinates whenever possible before making a decision. Their ideas are often valuable and can be effectively applied. Finally, consider the effects of your decisions on the members of your unit: How did your decision affect your unit? Was it a good decision? How would you revise your decision under a similar situation?

9. Develop a Sense of Responsibility among Your Subordinates

“Ability is important, but the ability to discover ability in others and then help them develop it is the true test of leadership.” ‑ L. Rader.

This concept brings us to the ninth principle of leadership, “Develop a sense of responsibility among your subordinates.” Mutual respect and confidence can be developed between a leader and a subordinate by assigning tasks and delegating authority. When delegating authority, you should show your faith in your unit members to increase their desire for greater responsibility.

Recognize your subordinates’ accomplishments when they demonstrate responsibility, resourcefulness, and initiative. Let your subordinates know that honest errors will NOT result in punishment. Instead, use their mistakes for critique and constructive guidance. Always be sure to avoid public criticism or condemnation when correcting the errors of your subordinates. Corrections should be done privately, and never in the presence of personnel whom they command or lead.

10. Employ Your Command in Accordance with Its Capabilities

The tenth principle of leadership is “Employ your command in accordance with its capabilities.” Your unit cannot complete a task for which it has not been trained. Failure of such a task causes a loss of morale and self‑esteem within the unit. It is wrong to expect five cadets to do a job that would take ten. You also would not send a medical unit to repair a truck. In both cases, the task is not within the unit's capabilities. If you volunteer your unit for impossible tasks, your unit will think that you are seeking personal glory, rather than looking out for their welfare.

A leader should not only avoid assigning tasks that are beyond the unit's capabilities, but should also avoid tasks that do not challenge the unit. Sending ten cadets to do the job of five is a ridiculous waste of manpower and will result in boredom and dissatisfaction within your unit.

11. Seek Responsibility and Take Responsibility for Your Actions

Finally, the eleventh leadership principle is “Seek responsibility and take responsibility for your actions.” You must actively seek out challenging assignments to develop professionally. Seeking responsibility also means that you must take responsibility for all your actions. This means that you are responsible for all that your unit does or fails to do. Never remove or demote a subordinate for a failure that is a result of your own mistake. The great flyer Antoine de Saint‑Exupery said, “A chief is a man who assumes responsibility. He says, ‘I was beaten,’ not ‘My men were beaten.’” This is true of an MCJROTC cadet leader. Regardless of the actions of your subordinates, the responsibility for decisions and their application falls on you.

As a leader, you must always issue orders under your own name. Do not issue orders under your commander’s name. In the absence of orders, take initiative to perform the actions your seniors would direct you to perform if they were present. Remember, in such cases, “doctrine” is there to guide you in the absence of instructions. “Doctrine” is the rules and regulations, as well as what you have been taught. It allows you to exercise initiative.

Conclusion

The 11 leadership principles are an intrinsic part of effective leadership. As a potential leader, you must know yourself and continually seek self‑improvement. You must be both technically and tactically proficient, so that you can accomplish any task. You must know your subordinates, look out for their welfare, and keep them informed at all times. Insure that every task is understood, supervised, and accomplished by your unit as a team. Be sure to set an example in physical appearance, personal conduct, and performance for your unit.

Always make sound and timely decisions after evaluating a situation and then employ your command in accordance with your unit's capabilities. Develop responsibility among your subordinates and also seek and take responsibility for your own actions.

The implementation of these principles will strengthen you as a leader and increase the respect with which your seniors and subordinates will view you. The eleven leadership principles are the sound basis on which to build successful leadership. (
Study Suggestion:
Consider the following acronym if you are required to memorize The Eleven Leadership Principles:

KK

B

METS

KIDS 

41

