Cold War in the Middle East and Latin America
Palestine

· In the 1930’s -1940’s many Jews sought refuge in Palestine which was under British control. Jews considered this region to be their ancient biblical home.

· In 1947 the U.N. established two states, one Jewish, one Arab

· In May, 1948 Jews in Palestine proclaimed the new nation of Israel.

· Arabs in the region also viewed Palestine as their ancient homeland and they attacked Israel in 1948.

· Israel repelled the attack and the U.N. created new borders.

· During this period the U.S. supported Israel, while the Soviet Union supported the Arabs
· During this time the U.S. worked to insure that oil rich Arab nations did not fall under the influence of Communism.

Iran

· In 1952, government that the U.S. feared would align itself with the Soviet Union took control of the government.  The U.S. responded by supporting a group that overthrew the nationalists and restored the pro-American Shah of Iran to power.

Suez

· In response to Egyptian leader Nasser seeking Soviet support, the U.S. and Great Britain cut off aid to Egypt.
· Nasser responded by seizing control of the Suez Canal.

· Britain and France attacked Egypt to regain control of the canal.

· The U.S. convinced Britain and France to withdraw

Eisenhower

· To combat further Soviet aggression in the region, Eisenhower announced the “Eisenhower Doctrine”.  This stated that the U.S. would use force to aid any country in the Middle East requesting aid against communist aggression.

· In 1958 Eisenhower put the doctrine into action when he landed troops in Lebanon where a revolt was under way against the pro-American government.

Latin America

· Many American companies had large investments in Latin America.

· For decades the U.S. exercised significant control over the economies of several Latin American countries.
· The U.S. forcefully supported pro-American leaders in Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala.

· In 1947 a regional defense alliance was created between the U.S. and 18 other nations in the Western Hemisphere.

· In 1948 the U.S. and Latin American nations created the OAS or Organization of American Stated to insure cooperation among countries in the Western Hemisphere.

The Arms Race

The arms race was the struggle between the U.S. and the Soviet Union to gain weapons superiority.

· In 1952 the United States tested its first hydrogen bomb, Less than a year later the Soviet Union tested a similar bomb.

· Deterrence Policy: the U.S. and its allies would develop a military so strong that no enemy would dare attack for fear of retaliation.

· These new weapons had tremendous destructive capability.

· The Policy of Brinksmanship was developed by Sec of State Dulles.  This involved being willing to go to the very brink of war without actually going to war.  

· To deliver hydrogen bombs the U.S. would rely on heavy, long range bombers.  The Soviets did not have this capability. 

· The Soviets would rely on long range rockets to deliver their devastation.  These rockets were called ICBM’s or Intercontinental ballistic missiles.

· These missiles were evidence that a technological “gap” had developed between the Soviet Union and the U.S.

· The “gap” was further evidenced when the Soviets used a rocket to launch a satellite that would orbit the earth.  This satellite launched in 1957 was called “Sputnik”.  
· The realization that the Soviets possessed a rocket that could deliver a hydrogen bomb to U.S. soil created a tremendous sense of fear in the U.S.

· In 1960 the Soviet Union used a guided missile to shoot down an American U-2 Spy plane over Soviet territory.  The event is known as the U-2 incident.

· As a result of the U-2 Incident the U.S. was now willing to expend tremendous resources to catch up and surpass the Soviet Union with respect to weapons and their capabilities.

· Upon leaving the Presidency in 1960 Eisenhower warned of the dangers of the “Military Industrial Complex.
