Wartown
Now discuss the following questions:

1. This clip was shown in movie houses throughout the United States during the early days of World War II. It is obviously structured to be a morale booster. Look closely at how the script is written. What do you think is the overall theme of the clip? Why do you think the towns featured in the quote were selected for this newsreel clip? How do you think Americans in the early 1940s reacted to seeing scenes of hundreds of people heading off to work?

2. The clip describes how American factories geared up for war production and the challenge they faced converting car manufacturing with 15,000 parts to B-24 bomber manufacturing with 1,550,000 parts, producing one every 63 minutes. What type of logistics were necessary for this mobilization? How was the government involved?
3. Describe some of the changes that factories of civilian products would have to go through to convert to military production. What is mass production? What is an assembly line? How are jobs divided up? What other observations can you make from the newsreel footage about the factories, the laborers and the materials being produced? What was the impact of all this war production on American industry overall?
4. Referring to the newsreel footage presented in the segment, describe some of the changes that factories of civilian products would have to go through to convert to military production. What other observations can you make from the newsreel footage about the factories, the laborers and the materials being produced? What was the impact of all this war production on American industry overall?

5. Mobile, Alabama’s employment doubled in shipbuilding and dry dock facilities as 150,000 people came in from all parts of the region to work in defense plants. Many of those people were from poor rural communities, including many African Americans. Describe some of the personal reasons why these people sought employment in Mobile and some of the challenges they faced once they got there.  What were some reasons for the negative reactions residents of Mobile had toward the newcomers?

6. By 1943, six million women had entered the workforce, nearly half of them working in defense plants, doing jobs previously reserved for men. Life magazine paid tribute to these “Rosie the Riveters” as neither drudges nor slaves, but the heroines of a new order. What is meant by this statement? How did their experience change previous attitudes about women in the workplace? How did it affect women and their families? How did it affect society?

7. The original residents of Mobile also had to make adjustments to the influx of workers coming to work in the defense plants. Describe some of the strains the quick increase in population had on the town’s infrastructure and services. Many of the people arriving from the rural areas did not have the same lifestyle as the permanent residents of Mobile. Describe some of the characteristics of their lifestyle and the reactions by the residents of Mobile. What was the ever-present binding force that was on all their minds, and how did it help to bring them all together?
