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The Internet 

• The Internet is a worldwide collection of networks 
that links millions of businesses, government 
agencies, educational institutions, and individuals 

Discovering Computers 2011: Living in a Digital World 
Chapter 2 

2 Page 74  

Figure 2-1 



Evolution of the Internet 

• The Internet originated as ARPANET in September 
1969 and had two main goals: 
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Allow scientists at 
different physical 
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the network were 

disabled or destroyed 
by a disaster 



Evolution of the Internet 
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Evolution of the Internet 

• Many home and small business users connect to 
the Internet via high-speed broadband Internet 
service 
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Evolution of the Internet 

• An access provider is a business that provides individuals 
and organizations access to the Internet free or for a fee 
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Figure 2-2 



Evolution of the Internet 

ISP (Internet service 
provider) 

Regional ISPs provide 
Internet access to a 

specific geographical 
area 

National ISPs provide 
Internet access in 
cities and towns 

nationwide 

Online service 
provider (OSP) 

Has many members-
only features 

Popular OSPs include 
AOL (America Online) 
and MSN (Microsoft 

Network) 

Wireless Internet 
service provider 

(WISP) 

Provides wireless 
Internet access to 

computers and 
mobile devices 

May require a 
wireless modem 
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Click to view Web Link, 
click Chapter 2, Click Web  
Link from left navigation,  
then click Wireless Modems 
below Chapter 2 

http://www.scsite.com/dc2011cp/ch2/weblink/


Evolution of the Internet 
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Figure 2-3 



Evolution of the Internet 

• An IP address is a number that uniquely identifies each 
computer or device connected to the Internet 

• A domain name is the text version of an IP address 

– Top-level domain (TLD) 

• A DNS server translates the domain name into its 
associated IP address 
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Figure 2-4 



Evolution of the Internet 
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Figure 2-5 



The World Wide Web 

• The World Wide Web, or Web, consists of a 
worldwide collection of electronic documents 
(Web pages) 

• A Web site is a collection of related Web pages 
and associated items 

• A Web server is a computer that delivers 
requested Web pages to your computer 

• Web 2.0 refers to Web sites that provide a means 
for users to interact 
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The World Wide Web 

• There are thirteen types of Web sites 
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Figure 2-15 
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Figure 2-15 



The World Wide Web 

• Information presented 
on the Web must be 
evaluated for accuracy 

• No one oversees the 
content of Web pages 
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Figure 2-16 



The World Wide Web 

• Multimedia refers to any application that 
combines text with: 
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The World Wide Web 

• A plug-in is a program that extends the capability 
of a Web browser 
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Figure 2-24 



The World Wide Web 

• Web publishing is the development and 
maintenance of Web pages 
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Click to view Web Link, 
click Chapter 2, Click Web  
Link from left navigation,  
then click Web Page Authoring 
Software below Chapter 2 

http://www.scsite.com/dc2011cp/ch2/weblink/


Netiquette 

• Netiquette is the code of acceptable Internet 
behavior 
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Figure 2-33 

Click to view Web Link, 
click Chapter 2, Click Web  
Link from left navigation,  
then click Cyberbullying 
below Chapter 2 

http://www.scsite.com/dc2011cp/ch2/weblink/

