NEAR-IMMERSION PROGRAM

Near-immersion means the teacher is speaking completely in the target language. No English.

You are strongly encouraged to express yourself in Spanish. Sometimes this is required.

The following are offered to support you in the classroom where only Spanish is spoken:

1. Written explanations in English on paper, on boards, on our class website and on other websites.

2. Word walls and grammar walls in the classroom and on our website.

3. Extra teacher help 3rd and 7th periods.

4. Peer tutoring. (Let me know if you want to be part of the peer-tutoring team!)

5. Extra hints, clues, drawings, examples and charades to help you be successful.

Working together, or collaborating, and team, group, buddy work, etc. is sometimes required and encouraged. This is not the same as copying someone else's work. When one person does the work and another just copies it without understanding how to do it him/herself, this is cheating. The end result will be that the person who copied will do poorly on assessments. 

Tests, quizzes and other assessments are never taken in pairs or groups. Assisting other students on assessments is not allowed.

There are no open-book or open-notes tests or quizzes. A word wall may or may not be left in view at the teacher's discretion.

If a curve is given, a student will never be given a grade lower than his/her real earned average. Note: Curves are rarely given.

You will be challenged to develop your Spanish to its fullest potential in speaking, writing, reading, and listening abilities; you should expect this challenge and you should come to demand it from me.

I am your teacher, your guide, coach and support, an adult who cares very much about you and your learning. I am NOT

1. a walking dictionary

2. a translation machine

3. a correcting machine.

If you write or say something, and then I correct it and explain to you why I corrected it, I probably did not teach you. I did the work for you and then told you something that you may or may not have understood. That's not good teaching; it's telling you answers. In the long run, this practice could prevent you from learning. Teaching is helping you get the tools and resources to solve problems and answer questions for yourself. It is guiding you, leading you through the process to know the subject for yourself.

Here is a case in point:


If I tell you a word in Spanish, you probably won't learn it. If you research it for yourself, you will learn it. You must look up the meanings of all words that you don't know. These are the ways that words are learned and retained for a long time:

1. repeated contact with the word.

2. Giving the word meaning by making it useful, personal, necessary, fun, real for you by using it in a phrase or sentence.

Repeated contact with the word: Saying, writing, hearing, reading the word many times. When you remember the word, you own it.

Giving the word meaning: You learn or create one or more examples that use the word, usually in a real, personal, fun or necessary way for you. Give the word a context.

Words that you don't care about are the hardest to remember. They never seem to stick in your memory.

The solution: Find a way to care about all words and give them meaning or importance. Give them a context. GET ALL THE CONTACT with them that you possibly can – say them, write them, read them, write their meanings above them, record yourself saying them in a context, correct what you said until you're happy with it.

Many activities are given per week; one or two will be graded and posted on HACC by Friday of that week. You are expected to do your best work on every activity, graded or not. In this way, it is possible to do very well in this class.

Communicate with your teacher about every thought and concern. E-mail me or speak to me first. Together we can solve most any problem that comes our way. However, if class activites/assessments are in progress, schedule a time to talk to me later. We can't properly conference during a regular class because I have to help other students and cannot give you my full attention.

ALWAYS STAY POSITIVE. Negative talk and actions are not allowed in this class.

Many students have trouble with grammar. In this class, grammar and structure will be taught and practiced in 4 different ways, with the idea that one technique may benefit you more than others, or a combination of several may work for you:

1. in a formulaic way

2. through rules

3. in examples (contexts)

4. through usage 

A secret I learned: I always want to improve my French. During the summer, I began to record myself reading aloud several books and plays I had read, in order to memorize them. This practice was excellent for helping me learn and retain large numbers of words and phrases in context. I held myself to a high standard in speed, fluency and accuracy. If I made mistakes, I recorded the corrections over them. I recommend this technique to all my students for phenomenal results. Your teacher can find you  texts at the appropriate level to read aloud.

Weekly recordings of student readings is a speaking requirement. Self-correcting of pronunciation, increased fluency, speed and control of usage, and improved accent are expectations and wonderful results. YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE YOUR GROWTH AND IMPROVEMENT WITH THIS PROCESS!

