
Unit 6 Objective 1 Remediation 

Writing Equations that Represent Real-World Situations 

Steps to Writing an Equation 

· Read the problem and underline or highlight the key pieces of information 

· Choose a variable to represent the unknown 

· Write an equation using your chosen variable 

Example One 

The cost of going to the show includes admission plus refreshments.  Suppose the admission is $7.50, a bag 

of popcorn cost $3.00 and four friends go to the show together.  Find how many bags of popcorn the friends 

bought if the total cost for the group was $39.00. 

Let  

Admission cost  Cost of popcorn  Total Cost 

 

 

 

Example Two 

You have $40 in your bank account.  You earn $7 per hour working at Rutter’s Farm Store.  How many hours 

must you work until you have $131? 

Let  

To calculate how much you make, you need to multiply the number of hours you work times how 

much you make per hour.  This needs to be added to how much you already have saved. 

 

 

 

Example Three 

Mega Middle School sells wrapping paper to raise money for student activities.  The school keeps half of all 

sales, minus $300 for prizes to top sellers.  How much wrapping paper must be sold for the school to earn 

$5000? 

Let  

“half of all sales, minus $300” is key for this problem. 

 

 



Try These 

Define a variable and write an equation for each problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


