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Marine Corps Rank Structure 

	Purpose 

This lesson introduces you to the Marine Corps Rank Structure.  It provides information on officer and enlisted rank, grades and insignia.  
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Introduction


As a member of the MCJROTC, it is important that you know and understand the Marine Corps rank structure.  As previously stated, the rank structure for MCJROTC program is modeled after the Marine Corps rank structure.  

Background 


On November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress passed a resolution stating, “two battalions of Marines be raised” for service as landing forces with the fleet.  This resolution, sponsored by John Adams, established the Continental Marines and marked the official birthday of the Marine Corps.  Serving on land and at sea, these first Marines distinguished themselves in a number of operations, including their first amphibious raid in New Providence, Bahamas, on March 3, 1776.


Rank and grade are part of the Marine Corps personnel classification system.  It provides a means for identifying manpower for the Marine Corps and Congress.  Just like the school system has the grades, numbers, and names of students within the school, the Marine Corps has the rank, grade, and names of all available Marines.  This information is used for personnel planning, recruitment, selection for training, development of training needs, promotions, and assignments.  It may also be used for the orderly call to active duty or inactive duty personnel in times of national emergency or mobilization.

History

    
Today’s Marine Corps rank insignia are the result of thousands of years of traditions.   The Marine Corps rank structure and insignia date back as far as 1798.  From that point on, it has evolved to what it is today.


In the earliest days, rank was not an issue.  As military organizations started growing, people didn’t know who was in charge.  The badge of rank became an important method of identification.  


Through the ages, the rank has included such symbols as feathers, sashes, stripes, and showy uniforms.  Even carrying different weapons have signified rank.  The badges of rank have been worn on hats, shoulders, and around the waist and chest.


In 1780, regulations prescribed two stars for major generals and one star for brigadier generals.  The rank structure and insignia continued to evolve.  Colonels were authorized the insignia of the eagle in 1832.  From 1836 on, the silver and gold oak leaves denoted lieutenant colonels and majors; double silver bars denoted captains; and single silver bars denoted first lieutenants. Second lieutenants were authorized their insignia, a single gold bar, by Congress in 1917.  


Chevrons (enlisted insignia) are V-shaped stripes whose use in the military go back to at least the twelfth century.  It was a badge of honor and used in heraldry.  The British and French used chevrons (the French word for “roof”) to signify length of service.


Chevrons officially denoted rank in the U.S. Military for the first time in 1817, when cadets at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., wore them on their sleeves.  From West Point, chevrons spread to the Marine Corps and the Army.  The difference then was chevrons were worn points down until 1902 when Marine Corps and Army enlisted personnel switched to the present configuration.


Congress created the Marine Corps grade of sergeant major in 1798.  Sergeant Major Archibald Summers was the first incumbent of that position.
Marine Corps Rank Structure


One of the most distinguishing features about the Marine Corps is the uniform.  Even more distinguishing is the rank structure within the Marine Corps because it further defines who an individual is.  Rank, grade, and insignia identify Marines as officers and enlisted.  


The Marine Corps also has warrant officers. Warrant officers are prior enlisted Marines with specialties in certain fields. Congress established the warrant officer program on August 29, 1916, just prior to World War 1.  Since 1916, the Marine Warrant Officer Program has undergone many changes to evolve to its current status. 


Warrant officers hold a “warrant” that is an official certificate of appointment issued to an officer of lower rank than a commissioned officer.  A commissioned officer holds a rank of second lieutenant or above. A commission is the formal written warrant granting the power and authority to perform various acts or duties.


The Marine Corps warrant officer is a technical officer specialist who performs duties that require extensive knowledge, training, and experience with particular systems or equipment. Their duties and responsibilities are of a nature beyond those required of senior noncommissioned officers. Marine Corps warrant officers provide experience and stability in the officer ranks in critical specialty areas.

Officer Rank Structure


Officers in the United States Marine Corps in order of seniority from highest to lowest are as follows:

                    Rank

            Grade
· General



0-10

· Lieutenant General


0-9

· Major General


0-8

· Brigadier General


0-7

· Colonel



0-6

· Lieutenant Colonel 


0-5

· Major



0-4

· Captain



0-3

· First Lieutenant


0-2

· Second Lieutenant


0-1

The officer insignia is shown in the subsequent chart.

Warrant Officer Rank Structure

The Marine Corps Warrant Officer rank structure is as follows in order of seniority from highest to lowest:

                
 Rank

            Grade
· Chief Warrant Officer, CW05
W-5

· Chief Warrant Officer, CW04
W-4

· Chief Warrant Officer, CW03
W-3

· Chief Warrant Officer, CW02
W-2

· Warrant Officer, W01

W-1

Enlisted Rank Structure

The Marine Corps enlisted rank structure is as follows in order of seniority from highest to lowest:

                   Rank

              Grade
· Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps
   E-9

· Sergeant Major


   E-9

· Master Gunnery Sergeant

   E-9

· First Sergeant


   E-8

· Master Sergeant


   E-8

· Gunnery Sergeant


   E-7

· Staff Sergeant


   E-6

· Sergeant



   E-5

· Corporal



   E-4

· Lance Corporal


   E-3

· Private First Class


   E-2

· Private  

       

   E-1


As you can see, both Sergeant Major and Master Gunnery Sergeant are identified at the grade of E-9 and First Sergeant and Master Sergeant are shown at the grade of E-8.  The Sergeant Major is the senior of the two ranks at  E-9 and the First Sergeant is the senior of the two ranks at the E-8 position.  Master Gunnery Sergeant and Master Sergeant are ranks for technical fields.  The Sergeant Major and First Sergeant are command billets and are the senior enlisted tactical advisors to the commanding officer and handle all troop related issues.  The enlisted insignia is shown in the subsequent chart: 
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Conclusion

It is very important that you become familiar with and understand the Marine Corps rank structure.  After all, it is the structure from which your program is modeled.  Remember the added benefits if you decide to enlist in the Marines.  You will already be ahead of your peers because you know the Marine Corps rank structure.(
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