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keep and bear Arms, shall not bey



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=american+flag&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=CjikdYhDnBm7FM&tbnid=lpTOR7GMpg5OUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmoleskinex19.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F09%2Fthe-american-flag.html&ei=3EdIUdbcKYzc8ATOlIDwBQ&bvm=bv.43828540,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNGkNOm8L9US0NPGMBUSpIysp2IKbQ&ust=1363777877011089

Introduction

- gun ownership and gun control are very
controversial topics in our society

millions of Americans believe that their liberty
and perhaps their safety will be at risk if gun
ownership is restricted, while others believe

that the easy availability of firearms has
aggravated the crime problem

Brady Center
*M
*M

To Prevent Gun Violence

- some groups look at the Second Amendment
as protection against government attempts to
ban or regulate firearms, while others argue
that the language of the Second Amendment
protects state’s right to maintain a militia, or
armed forces, but does not protect citizens
against government efforts to legislate in this
area
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The Courts and Legislation

- while all courts have ruled that the Second
Amendment guarantees a state’s right to
maintain a militia, the U.S. Supreme Court has §
not used the Second Amendment to strike down 2
federal, state, or local legislation that controls
guns

- the Gun Control Act of 1968 is the primary
federal gun-control law, passed after the
assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Robert Kennedy
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Gun Control Act of 1968

- prohibits certain categories of
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prohibits the mail-order sale of all
guns and ammunition

prohibits the interstate sale of
handguns
- set penalties for carrying and using
firearms in crimes of violence or drug
trafficking
- set age guidelines for firearms
purchased through dealers
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- In 1993, Congress amended the Gun
Control Act by enacting the Brady Act
(named for the former White House
press secretary James Brady, who was
shot and paralyzed by a bullet an
assassin intended for President Ronald
Reagan)

Brady Act

required the attorney general to create a
national system to instantly check the
background of persons who want to buy
guns

gun dealers must check the instant
background service before completing the
proposed sale
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- however, until the national background check
system could be set up, an interim provision
required local law enforcement officers to
conduct the background checks and required
gun dealers to wait five days before selling the
guns...this interim provision was declared
unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme Court in
1997

THE GUN
IN

AMERICA - many states however have enacted their own
background check system, fingerprinting,
firearm training, and other application
requirements
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Concealed weapon laws by state

[l Shallissue consealed-weapon permits to
residents only WASH.
22 states are required to issue any private citizen
who is a resident of the state a concealed-
weapons permit as long as he or she meets a set ORE.
of requirements. These vary from state to state
but include such things as taking a gun-safety
class, submitting to fingerprinting, and not
having a criminal record.

Shall issue to residents and id
18 states are required to issue a concealed-
carry permit to both residents and nonresi-
dents, provided they meet all requirements.
May issue to residents only
4 states and the District of Columbla retain the
autherity to deny or grant a concealed-weapons permit
to residents even after they have met all requirements.
May issue to residents and id
5 states retain the authority to deny or grant a
permit to residents and nonresidents.
[l Does not allow concealed weapons THE GLOBAL PICTURE | U.S. HAS MORE GUNS

1 state prohibits private citizens from ; Gun laws in the United States are among the most relaxed in the world. For the most part, all law-abiding citizens older

carrying handguns. than 18 (21 for handguns) can own as many firearms as they want. Generally, there is no license required and no
registration of secondary sales. In other words, once a gun leaves a gun shop, its owner can resell it to anyone. No
paper trail or background check is required.

ACROSS THE GLOBE, GUN LAWS VARY WIDELY:

FION CLARAUGH/ ST

Fircarms per
100 civilians:

GERMANY Firearms per
Civilians must prove a "need” and are 100 civilians:
limited to two handguns. FINLAND CHINA
AUSTRIA |Each qun requires a separate Most firearms
1 icense for each person who are banned
Citizens can buy up to two handguns. intends to use it - even among
family members.
CANADA -
All firearms must be ¥ | F'Cr," "”"i"(‘.o"‘_i JAPAN
registered, and owners | 100 civilians: Ha“qumare
must obtain a license. ] m IRAQ prohibited,
Firearms . and long
per 100 guns tightly
o E civilians: T ( { regulated,
UNITED STATES HLASK “ *~
Firearms per E A
100 civilians: T ' |
ENGLAND ' z
90 I
Most types of
firearms have been
banned since 1997. Firéarms
MAP KEY Firearms per 100
per 100 civilians civilians:
Most guns per
# 100 civilians
. . Firearms | Fircarms per
ewes! rean per | 100 civ ns:
per1de 100 civilians: SWITZERLAND B,
civilians All able-bodied males
n are considered soldiers
MEXICO and are required to keep ' IRAN AUSTRALIA
Civilians can purchase NIGERIA | a government-issue ) Each firearm purchase
small-caliber firearms combat rifle and 50 Flrearms per requires a “genuine
from the Defense rounds of ammunition 100 civilians: reason” - self-defense is
Department only. in their homes. not considered one - and

SOURCES: Small Arms Survey 2007, Grad!
Studies, G va; Natlonal Rifie Associatic

YEMEN

a 28-day waiting period.
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- by 2002, 30 states had passed laws making it relatively easy to get a permit to carry a
concealed weapon, 13 states make this process more difficult by requiring a specific need,
six states and DC do not allow citizens to carry a concealed weapon, and Vermont is the
only state that does not regulate the carrying of a weapon in any way

Concealed Weapon Laws: Select Locations

»

Concealed Weapon Laws

I Concealed carry is prohibited

Concealed carry is allowed with permit: Issuing Bars (2011)
agency can use discretion in granting that permit
Concealed carry is allowed with permit: Issuing - Fonce;l;d ((:jarry
agency must grant permit to anyone that ' Is prohibite
meets qualifacations M Concealed carry
is allowed

I Concealed carry is allowed: no permit is required

No law

(de facto allow)
1981

University and College
Campuses (201)

M Concealed carry
is prohibited

M Concealed carry
is allowed

No law
(de facto allow)

Places of Worship (2011)

M Concealed carry
is prohibited

M Concealed carry
is allowed

i No law
Alaska Alaska (de facto a”OW)

SOURCE: The Increasing Threat of Hidden Guns in America (2011), Legal Community Against Violence
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