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Classroom Rules and Procedures
Welcome to Mr. Tanner’s Life Science class.  The following rules are designed to make class run smoothly and efficiently.  They are simple and intended as reminders of what is proper classroom behavior.  If you have any questions about any of these rules/procedures, please ask for clarification.  

1. Be Prepared

For this rule, you should have charged Chromebook, science notebook with paper, sharpened pencils, homework (if assigned), lab activities (if we are working on one), and something to read (if you would finish an activity early).
2. Be Respectful

Following this rule means you will raise your hand to speak and wait to be called on.  You will not interrupt nor distract other students.  All borrowed material should be returned in the same condition in which they were borrowed.  In this room, you will be treated with courtesy and with respect.   Treating other people with anything less WILL NOT be tolerated.

3. Be Responsible

For this rule, you will arrive to class on time, turn in assignments on time, bring necessary materials for class, keep your notebook organized, and move around the classroom in a non-disruptive manner.

Rule Reinforcement/Rewards
If necessary, rules will be reinforced following the school/team guidelines for discipline.
Organization

With the amount of work and number of papers you will be asked to manage this year, you will need to stay organized.  To do this, you will need a three-ring binder devoted to science class.  A three-hole punch will be available to punch holes in all handouts, so that you may put them in your three-ring binder.  

At the end of each unit, you should clean out your notebook, keeping only the things that you will need for the next unit and save all tests and quizzes for our final review at the end of the year.
[image: image3.wmf]If you are absent from my class, do not come to me and say, “I was absent yesterday.  Did we do anything?”  Check with your group to find out what you missed.  If we had an assignment due the previous day, write “absent” at the top of this assignment and place this assignment in the “Work In” basket.  Also, check to see what you missed and ask for the proper materials.  All worksheets from the previous day will be found in the make-up basket on the book shelf.  For example, come to me and say, “I was absent yesterday.  I put the Mollusk Worksheet in the basket.”  Then pick up a copy of the “Squid Dissection Sheet” from the “Make-up folder”.
If you need to get notes you can then ask another student, or me, for a specific set of notes or copy them from the computer.  For example, “I was absent yesterday, may I borrow your notes.”

Assignments

Assignments should be turned in on time.  An excused absence is, of course, an exception.  If you have an excused absence, you will have the number of days you were absent plus one to make up work with a maximum of six school days.  For example, if you miss Monday, you have two days to make up work.  Your work is due Wednesday.  If you miss Wednesday and Thursday, you get three days to make up work.  Your work would be due Tuesday.  Fill in the following blanks:

A student is absent Thursday.  She missed ​​​__ day.  She has __ days to make it up.  Her work is due ___________.
A student is absent Thursday, Friday, and Monday.  He was absent __days.  He has __ days to make up work.  His assignments will be due __________. 

If you are absent for several days and work is sent home for you, that work is due upon your return to school.  You will not have the number of days you were absent plus one to submit those assignments that were sent home.

Homework that is turned in late, not due to an absence, will be counted as a 0%.  I do recommend that you turn it in however even if it is late.  The assignment that you receive will help you review or expand what we do in class.  You will get benefit from doing it.  

We will have a variety of projects and lab activities that you will have multiple days to complete.  Projects and labs take more time to complete than your average assignment and are therefore worth more points.  If a project or lab is turned in after the due date, again not due to absence, you will receive a 10% deduction for each day the project is late.

There will be a great many assignments this year.  I do not expect you to be perfect.  Mistakes happen and we all forget things occasionally.  Because of this, you will be given two homework extension slip per trimester.  If you forget an assignment (or forget to turn it in), fill in the appropriate slip, staple it to the assignment and submit it within one day of the due date.  No points will be deducted for lateness in this case.  If you do not use a homework extension pass in a trimester, you may save it for the next trimester.

How to use a Homework Extension Pass

1. Do the assignment, even though it is late

2. Staple the homework extension pass(es) to it

3. Submit it the next day in class.
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If you have a request for work for a preplanned educational trip, I will require that all work be submitted your first day back to school.  You will not have the number of days that you were out plus one to make up work.

Please, do not hand work to me.  All assignments should be placed in the "Work In” basket.  You do not need to ask my permission to put work there.  I have a nasty habit of putting things down and forgetting to pick them up.  I do not want this to happen to your paper. 
After I have graded papers, I will place them into the baskets with the period number.  You may get into any of these baskets and find your paper.  At the beginning of class, if you see that there are papers in your period’s basket, feel free to grab them and begin distributing them.  Again, do not ask, just do it. 

Reminder: You put papers in "Work In" and get them out of your period’s basket!

If you do not get a paper back, and you are sure that you turned it in, check the "No Name Papers" folder.  Maybe you forgot to put your name on it.  If you find a paper in the folder that is yours, put a heading on it and put it in the “Work In” basket that day.  Points will not be deducted, but I cannot give credit if I don't know whose paper it is.

Homework is an important part of your grade and your education.  If you do it, you will do well.  If you do not do it, you are volunteering to do poorly in this class.
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When answering questions, please follow the directions.  If the directions say to write in complete sentences, I will require that you include the question in the answer. For example:

Q: What are the three parts of a plant?

A: The three parts of a plant are ____________, _____________ and_______________.

Q Which kingdom contains worms?

A:  The kingdom _________________ contains all worms.

To answer questions, find the question word (who, when, where, what, why, how much, etc) and rewrite the question using a fact instead of the question word.  

Practice by writing the question.

Q:  _________________________________________________________.

A: Anton van Leeuwenhoek invented the microscope.

Tests and Quizzes

All tests will be announced at least one week in advance. These tests will include a variety of question types, such as:

3. ___ is the use of scientific discovery. (2 pts)


a. fact

b. science
c. technology
d. law

10. Describe how a scientist would determine the population of mice in the state of Minnesota. (5 pts)

4. Draw a squid.  Label and give functions of the following: water jet, arms, pen, mantle, and fins. (8 pts)

Quizzes will be announced the previous day.  To prepare for tests and quizzes, I recommend that you study 10 to 15 minutes every night.  If you have a question on anything that evening, come to school and ask for clarification before class. 

Grading

All work will be assigned a point value.  Your point total will be divided by the total points possible, to get a percentage.  Letter grades will be given according to Dallastown Area Middle School policy.  You may keep track of your own grade if you wish.  I will provide a grade record sheet, if requested.  In addition, your grades may be accessed from home using the Home Access Center.  If you need assistance calculating your grade, you may come to me during WILDCAT period or before school, and I will be happy to assist you.  If you choose not to keep track of your grade, you will receive your grade at midterm and on your report card.  

Restroom

Unless you have an emergency, you will not be permitted to use the restroom during science class.  If you need to go, ask me at the beginning of the class, before we start class.  I will allow you to go then.  If you cannot be back before we start class, I will not mark you tardy unless I feel that you are abusing this policy.

If I feel that you are going to the restroom too often or taking too long, I will suspend your use of the restroom.  I expect mature use of the restroom.  Misuse will not be permitted.  In short, be responsible.

Travel in the Hall

Classes moving through the hall under my supervision will not disrupt other classes.  When we are in the hall there will be no talking.  If there is talking, we will turn around and the entire group will go back to where we started, and we will then try it again.  If this means that you are tardy to your next class, so be it.  

School Policies

If you have not yet read the student handbook on the school’s website, I strongly urge you to do so. I will expect that you know the policies of this school and that you conform to them.  Ignorance of the rules does not give you permission to violate them.

Pencil Sharpening

When you come to class, please, check to make sure that your pencil is sharpened.  The ideal time to sharpen is before class.  If you are doing this when we start class, you are not tardy.

If your pencil point breaks during class, DO NOT ask me if you may sharpen it.  Just get up and do it.  I believe that it is more disruptive to ask than to just go do it.

To sharpen your pencil, get up and walk around the class to the pencil sharpener.  Do not walk between the class and me.  Go to the back of the room (defined as the area farthest from me.)  When you get to the sharpener, sharpen it.  When you are done, I will resume talking.

Ideally, pencil sharpening should be quick, quiet and nondisrupting.  

Tissues

This is the same as pencil sharpening.  Please do not ask.  Just do it.  

Dismissal from Class

 At the end of class I will dismiss you.  I will do so when everyone is seated and quiet, not before.  There may be important information or handouts that I need to give you and I do not want you to miss them.  

Please push the chairs in when you leave the room.
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