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PROGRAM MISSION STATEMENT

For purposes of this Code of Conduct, “Activity” or “Activities” shall include extracurricular activities and interscholastic athletics.  Dallastown Area High School’s activities program is designed to aid in the total developmental process of our students.  Our school offers a comprehensive program designed to attract a large number of students as participants.  The success of these activities depends upon each individual taking the responsibility to develop himself or herself to the fullest potential and accepting the responsibility of a team concept, thereby learning the valuable lessons associated with teamwork and doing one’s best.  At no time are these activities to assume priority over, or unreasonably interfere with, the objectives of the curricular program.  It is hoped that participation in these activities will assist with the educational, cultural, physical, social, emotional, and moral development of our students.  These activities are also intended to provide for the development of a wholesome, competitive spirit and a sense of pride and confidence through accomplishment.

All students who participate in activities are expected to be good citizens and abide by the rules of Dallastown Area School District.  Violations of the Code of Conduct will first be handled according to the disciplinary guidelines stated in the Student Handbook; second, by Dallastown’s Extracurricular Activities and Interscholastic Athletics Code of Conduct; and, third, by the team or activity rules established by the coaching staff/adviser.

Confirmed Violations - Dallastown’s Extracurricular Activities and Interscholastic Athletics Code of Conduct will be enforced when an incident has been confirmed by a member of the coaching staff/adviser, teaching staff, administration team, or by a law enforcement agent.  The Code of Conduct extends to all students whether they are enrolled in the high school or are students of charter, cyber-charter, or home schools.
Students should understand fully that by joining a team/activity, they are accepting the privileges and benefits of participating in a school-sponsored activity as well as the responsibility and commitment to that team.  Expectations for all students involved in activities at Dallastown Area School District remain high, and all students must uphold this high level of expectation to represent Dallastown appropriately.

ELIGIBILITY FOR EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS PARTICIPATION

Student participation in activities at Dallastown Area High School is a privilege, not a right.  As participants, students represent their family, community, and the school in competition.  Students who fail to meet the Dallastown community’s standards and values will be removed from participating in activities at Dallastown Area High School (Dallastown Area School Board Policy #218).
Obligation Regulations

Students may not have any outstanding obligations (as determined by the athletic director or administration) at the beginning of the activity’s season.

Any equipment owed from a previous season, regardless of the cost, must be paid for or returned to be eligible for participation in another activity.
Students will be ineligible to try out or participate in another activity until obligations are met.

All equipment must be cleaned and personally returned to the coach or adviser at the end of the season or when the student leaves the team or activity.  Failure to comply will result in an obligation.

Attendance Regulations

Any student who has been absent for 20 or more days in a semester shall be ineligible to participate in any athletic contest/activity until he/she has been in attendance for a total of 25 school days (PIAA Article III, Section 3).
In order for students to participate in an athletic contest/activity or practice, they must be in attendance by 10:55 a.m. of that school day.  If the student is not in attendance by 10:55 a.m., he/she may not dress for such contests/performances.  Traveling with the team for such a contest will be at the discretion of the coach or adviser.
Excused/Unexcused tardiness and absences from school can result in limited playing time, suspension, or removal from the team or activity by the coach or adviser.

Academic Regulations

Students participating in an activity must be passing at least four full credits, or the equivalent, to be eligible to participate in a sport or activity (Dallastown Area School Board Policy #123 / PIAA Article X, Section 1).  

In cases where a student’s work in any preceding grading period does not pass four full-credit subjects or the equivalent, said student shall be ineligible to participate in interscholastic athletics for fifteen(15) school days of the next grading period (PIAA, Article X, Section 3).  This regulation will also apply to activities not governed by the PIAA (Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association).  

School Disciplinary Regulations

Students receiving detention must attend detention before going to any practice, activity, or meeting.
Students who are internally or externally suspended are not allowed to attend practice, participate in, or attend any athletic event or activity.

Internally suspended students must leave school property at the end of the school day and may not return until the next school day.  Failure to comply will result in not being eligible for the next game or activity event.
Students who accumulate any combination of more than 5 days Internal/External Suspension during the season after joining the team or activity will no longer be eligible to compete in a competition for that sport or activity for a period of 30 days.  At the discretion of the coach or adviser, any suspension(s) exceeding 10 days may result in immediate removal from the team or activity.  

Athletic Department and Extracurricular Regulations

Students must have a signed parental permission form and emergency card to participate.  Failure to submit the parental permission form and/or emergency card in a timely manner may exclude the student from trying out for an interscholastic athletic activity.    
It is understood that if a participating student chooses to quit or is dismissed from an interscholastic sport, he or she may not participate in another interscholastic sport until the season of the original activity is concluded.  The exception to this rule would be a year-long activity.

Rules and Penalties
Four (4) Basic Rules for students who participate in activities are as follows:
1. Follow the “Student Responsibilities” described in the Student Handbook. 

2. Abide by the rules of academic eligibility which will be reviewed on a weekly basis.

3. Follow the rules established by the coaching staff or adviser.
4. Refrain from alcohol, illegal substances/paraphernalia, and/or tobacco products. 
Rule #1
Follow the “Student Responsibilities” described in the Student Handbook
Students are required to adhere to all provisions of the Student Handbook. The school administration and athletic director shall determine whether a student participating in an activity has violated the provisions of the Student Handbook.

Penalties for violating Rule #1
As a result of a violation of Rule #1, the student will face the penalties related to the violation as provided in the Student Handbook and in accordance with the school’s disciplinary policies.

Rule #2

Abide by the rules of academic eligibility which will be reviewed on a weekly basis.
Students participating in an activity must be passing at least four full credits or the equivalent to be eligible to participate in a sport or activity (Dallastown Area School Board Policy #123 / PIAA Article X, Section 1).
Penalties for violating Rule #2
Any student who does not meet the minimum academic eligibility requirements as described above will not be allowed to dress or participate in any contest for the activity until he/she meets the academic requirements. The student is still allowed, with the coach/adviser’s permission, to continue practicing with the team.  Upon the third offense of Rule #2 in a sport/activity season, the student will be removed from the team.  
Rule #3
Follow the rules established by the coaching staff or adviser.
Students participating in an activity must also adhere to all rules established by the coaching staff or adviser in which the student participates.

Penalties for violating Rule #3
For any alleged violation of Rule #3, the coach or adviser and/or school administration may direct an investigation and make a determination regarding the penalty. The coach, adviser, and/or school administration shall have the right to remove a student from immediate participation in an activity if, in the opinion of the coach/adviser, the student's presence poses an ongoing threat of disrupting the team, competition(s), practice, school, or travel on any school-provided transportation.

Rule #4
Refrain from alcohol, illegal substances/paraphernalia, and/or tobacco products 

Students participating in an activity shall not use, purchase, offer to purchase, distribute,* sell,* or possess any of the following in any form: alcohol, illegal substances/paraphernalia (such as mind-altering chemicals or build-altering chemicals such as anabolic steroids, counterfeit controlled substances), and/or tobacco products.

Penalties for violating Rule #4
For the first offense related to Rule #4, the violating student will be suspended from the activity for 30 calendar days, including from participating in and dressing for competitions/events, and he or she must participate in an intervention and student assistance program at his or her own expense as directed by the administration. If the student and/or the parent(s) or guardian(s) refuses to have the student attend such a program, the student cannot participate in any school-sponsored activities for one calendar year from the date of refusal/failure to participate.  The coaching staff or adviser reserves the right to allow the violating student the opportunity to continue practicing with the team or group.  However, at any time during the suspension period, the coaching staff or adviser reserves the right to dismiss a student who is disrupting or breaking the team or group rules.  *Please note:
Any student caught selling or distributing illegal substances will be automatically dealt the same consequences as described in the second offense section for Rule #4.
For the second offense of Rule #4, the violating student will be suspended from participating in any school-sponsored activities for one full calendar year.  The suspension will carry into subsequent sports or activity seasons until the calendar year has expired.  Following the suspension, the violating student with his or her parent or guardian will be required to attend a meeting with the coaching staff or adviser of the team/activity that he or she wishes to join and an administration team (consisting of a school administrator, the athletic director, and a teacher from within the district) to determine if his/her eligibility should be restored.  Following this meeting, the coaches/advisers and administration team reserve the right to determine whether or not to reinstate the violating student’s eligibility status.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
DALLASTOWN’S EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND
INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS CODE OF CONDUCT

Please sign the appropriate line below, and have your parent or guardian sign it as well.  Then return this acknowledgement page to your coach/adviser.  We recommend that you keep the previous pages of this document for your reference.  

In signing this form, I acknowledge the following:

· I have read and understand Dallastown’s Extracurricular Activities and Interscholastic Athletics Code of Conduct. 
· I fully understand that representing my family, school, and community is a privilege, not my right.  
· I also understand that participation in school athletics and/or activities brings with it inherent risks which may result in serious injury or death.  
· I agree that should I violate any of the previously mentioned eligibility requirements and rules or any additional rules established by the coaches, advisers, or administration, I will then be subject to possible suspension or removal from the sport or activity. 

___________________________________________



Print Student Name






___________________________________________

____________________
Student Signature






Date
___________________________________________

____________________

Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

___________________________________________
Sport/Activity
�








