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Scalia: Social issues have nothing to do

By JOHN HEILPRIN
Associated Press

- WASHINGTON —

sial issues like
abortion and sui-
cide rights have
nothing to do with
the Constitution,
and unelected
judges too often
choose to find new
rights at the ex-
pense of the demo-

cratic process,
Supreme Court
Justice  Antonin

Scalia said Satur-
day.

Deeply controver-

Scalia
Justice spoke
on judiciary

with Constitution

Rulings on abortion, suicide make court less independent, justice said

Sealia, during a talk on the judiciary
sponsored by the National Italian
American Foundation, dismissed the
idea of judicial independence as an ab-
solute virtue.

He noted that dozens of states, since
the mid-1800s, have chosen to let citi-
zens elect their judges.

“You talk about independence as
though it is unquestionably and un-
qualifiably a good thing” Scalia said.
“It may not be. It depends on what your
courts are doing.”

Scalia added, “The more your courts

become policy-makers, the less sense it
makes to have them entirely indepen-
dent.”

Scalia, a leading conservative voice
after 20 years on the court, said people
naturally get upset with the growing
number of cases in which a federal
court intrudes on social issues better
handled by the political process.

“Take the abortion issue,” he said.
“Whichever side wins in the courts, the
other side feels cheated. I mean, you
know, there’s something to be said for
both sides.”

|. What is Justice Antonin Scalia opinion regarding many controversial issues facing the
Supreme Court?

2. What problems does Scalia mention related to the election of judges?

3. Why does Scalia believe it is dangerous for the Court to get involved in social issues?

“The court could have said, ‘No,
thank you.” The court could have said,
you know, "There is nothing in the Con-
stitution on the abortion issue for
either side,’ ” Scalia said.

“Tt could have said the same thing
about suicide, it could have said the
same thing about ... you know, all the
social issues the courts are now
taking.”

Scalia said courts didnt use to
decide social issues like that. “It is part
of the new philosophy of the Constitu-
tion,” he said.

“And when you push the courts into
that, and when they leap into it, they
make themselves politically controver-
sial. And that’s what places their inde-
pendence at risk.”

Justice Samuel Alito Jr,, the newest
member of the Supreme Court, agreed
that “the same thing exists, but fo a
lesser degree, with the lower courts.”

About 400 people turned out at the
Hilton Washington hotel to hear the
talk. William Sessions, a former 1'13[ di-
rector and federal judge, and Lynn Bat-
taglia, a Maryland appeals court judge,
also spoke. Scalia’s glib remarks and
dry wit often drew laughter or ap-
plause.
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