Dear Parents,
It’s time to start work on our school’s Science Fair!  Enclosed is important information regarding your child’s project.  Plenty of time has been scheduled and the work has been spread out so that your child can complete the work at a comfortable pace.

The project will follow the scientific method as opposed to a demonstration.  In other words, students must do a test, survey, or experiment to determine the answer to their question instead of making a model.  For example, a demonstration would be to make a volcano with vinegar and baking soda.  An example of a project that follows the scientific method would be to test what type of soil helps plants to grown best.  Pages xii-xiii in the front of your child’s Science textbook are a great guide for explaining the scientific method.  We encourage students to pick topics that they are genuinely interested in because they will be working on these projects for the next several weeks.  Each student will be required to turn in the following:
1. Scientific Inquiry Sheet:  This is an organizer that helps students prepare their information to be put on the display board.  Each of the steps on this organizer must be included on the student’s display board.
2. Display:  This includes neatly displayed information that the student has recorded on the Scientific Inquiry Sheet.  The information can be typed or neatly written.  Visuals from the experiment should also be included, whether hand-drawn or taken as photographs.
This is your child’s introduction to participating in the Science Fair.  While we understand that the amount of parent guidance required will vary with each child, the most important part of this project is that your child applies the scientific method. Your child will visit www.sciencebuddies.com and use other resources for selecting possible topic ideas.  Please take some time to determine if the project ideas are appropriate and will help your child to be successful.  Science Fair Proposals are due on __________________________.

I am looking forward to working with you to make this a valuable learning experience for your child.  I appreciate your support with this important project.

Sincerely,  
I have reviewed the Science Fair information with my child, ____________________________, and we understand the requirements for a successful Science Fair project.

___________________________


_____________

(Parent Signature)




( Date)

___________________________


_____________

(Student Signature)




(Date)
