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TO PENNSYLVANIA'S COURTS

'|'hts guide s intendad to acquaint you with Pennsylvania's judicial system,
It provides an overview of how our courts are organized and the kinds of
work they do. We hope you find it informative and helpful,
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Superior En%.

* Special Courts
Philadeiphia Municipal  Philadelphia Traffic
District Justices Pittsburgh Haqiag:mﬁ
The Administrative Office of Pennsybania Counts asststs Suprame Court justices in managing Pannsybvania's judictal system,

Parnsyhvania's Constitution provides for a Unfled Judicial System.
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Gommon Phias
« Appeals from Courts of Common Plas an miathers
invoiving chidren and famiies

- -
The base hods the Spaclal Courts, which hear. Gommonwealth Court hears!
« Less sedlous, pon-ury criminal, chal and all iraffic cases #Original civil cases braught by and against the
« Matters pértaining to bad Gommomweaith
= Whather serious creminal cases, such as murder, = fippeeals frosm decisions by stale agencies and from
shoukd go to the Court of Common Pleas of Comman Pleas invalving ihe
At mig-level are the Courts of Comman Plaas, which hear: B, ' L
» All major criminal and civil Cases At the top of the pyramid is the Suprame Cowrd, which &
» Appeats from the Special Courts in ch, the highest auttharity in the state. The seven-
criminl and traffic matsers member cour:
=« Mosf matters involving cheidren and tamifies » Hears appeals from the Supsrior and
s alth courts by allowance
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" Superior Cogrl and Commopwealih Coun, Pleas in cases specified by statuta, including 28
: Superior Court hears: daath-penalty cases and dinect appeals from
» Crimnal and certain chil appeals from tha Courts of Commeanweallh Court in Its original jurtsdiction

« Mty hear a case fram any level in certain cincamstances
« Is the admanistrative leader of all courts in the state



HOW THE COURTS OPERATE

A case — whether elvil or enlmingl — ey b tried belore 3 judge, or & jury with & jedge presidieg. Jurles are primadily avalable o Common Pleas
(rial) courts. There are no juries in Supreme and Superior courls, and only rarely are juries ssed in Commonwaalth Court. When a jery & pamitied, both
sides i3 case can agree 10 have the case bried Belon 2 judge rathér than 3 fury,

How a Case Moves

* In & jory riad, prospective jwors aie sebeciad randomiy Brom varkes souices. Each pobential jeeor & asked quastions by ashar the udge andior The
astameys 10 ensure hafshe is qualified to heat e caza, AfSer the junces an chosen aad swom in, attoreys present an cpening statsmasnt {0 [he jery o
oulkng whal skch tide balenvet Ba padanos will show, !

® Exhibas and festimony make o B evidencs presanied by each side in a casa. ARr all the evidince s presested, sach attomey presents a cosing
azguiment. B the case is being tried balone a jury, the judpe instructs the jury on how bo apply the ke to the case. Jurors deliberate privately in making
& SalETIALON, | Ciminl G568, & sy detarrings whether & Salendnt i guity i not guilty dnd is Gmitkd nstances may detaiming 2 paralty
The judge, hoeiver, & nesponsible for formally seslencing the defendant, isually al & later hearing. In a civil case, tha jery determines whether a
ph'-rﬂnrusp;mu-umwm.nn.mummwmmmmmmmmm#mm

asae,

& A trial may be hald by & judga without & jary’s invehwement. In this instance. the judpe hears all of the festimony of withesses and atiorneys’ aspuments

#d delermines the puttome of the cise hased upon established liw.

TYPES OF

Criminal Cases Civil Cases

he Commemwealth, represented by tha District Atiomery or ARomey aiers includa sy brpe of kgl acton wecapt criminal sctin
General, brings: a crimisal charge before e courts becauss 2 viok- persceal injuries, conirack desputes, adoptions, dhvorces and fauity
tion of the crovinad law is comdidered an oflenss against the community, consumer goods. The party bringing suil, or plaintifl, must prove biser
An individial can be charged with & Telony, misdsmeanar of Somsary s belore 8 judge o jory by presessing evidence thal & meee parsis-
otlense. A telony change, Such &5 munder and armon, camy tha mos Eive tham B opposing evidenca. This & unliks & criminal ce where the
sevene peeaitties whie 3 Summary oflense carres the least. if the prose: proof mist be beyond a ressonable dowdt. Some aspects of ciil cases
uting aaingy proves & delerdand & guilty beyond & ieisonatis doubd, {netably i drvoree, support of chid custody mathers) may be heaid betoes
i persan can face 3 prison tarm, fine or probaion. aeasi-judicial officers—masters, hearing of conlerencs officers, efc

Criminal Case Flow Chart: Civil Case Flow Chart
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CASES

Crima oetur

AT ERNEE pilace
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Prediminary hesriag ks hald ordinarily in ona ol Be
Epetial Cowrls {0 dalerming whelher
la Bring the case 1o el

Trial takes place {jury & non-jury) o
dalendan] pleads guilly

If Eheem |5 @ conviclian
a senlencing hearing is hald

[elesdant can apgeal caaviction 1o
Supetior Coarl and, Il unsuccessful, 1o Supreme Courd

Complaini fed e sarve
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Detendani fes answes.
Both sides gaiher evldenca.

Pre-trinl eorierance amaaq judge and
dtheeneys Tor Bl sidag bo discess peestde snilhement

i ihers i i Refllaman], il 13keE plsce Bnd A
WRIESEL B readired

Eifiser party cas appeal Bae decizion ba the
appelialy cooels







